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Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

1. Headword

1.1 The headword is printed in bold type, or in bold italic type if
the word is not naturalized in English and is usually found in
italics in printed matter. -

1.2 Variant spellings are given before the definition (e.g. cabby n.
(also cabbie)); in all such cases the form given as the headword is
the preferred form. When the variant form is alphabetically
remote from the main form it is given at its proper place in the
dictionary (e.g. caiman var. of CAYMAN).

1.3 Words that are different but spelt the same way (homographs)
are distinguished by superior figures (e.g. bat' and bat?).

1.4 Words that are normally spelt with a capital initial are given
in this form as the headword; when they are in some senses spelt
with a small initial and in others with a capital initial this is
indicated by repetition of the full word in the appropriate form
within the entry (as at carboniferous).

1.5 Variant American spellings are indicated by the designation
US (e.g. favour. . . US favor).

2. Pronunciation

Guidance on pronunciation follows the system of the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). Only the pronunciation standard in
southern England is given. A key to the symbols used appears on
page Xxiv.

3. Part-of-speech label
3.1 This is given for all main entries and derivatives.

3.2 Different parts of speech of a single word are listed separately.

3.3 Verbs, whether transitive, intransitive, or both, are given the
simple designation v. The designation absol. (absolute) denotes use
with an implied object (as at abdicate).

4. Inflexion

4.1 Plurals of Nouns:
Nouns that form their plural regularly by adding -s (or -es when
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they end in -s, -x, -z, -sh, or soft -ch), receive no comment. Plural
forms of those ending in -o (preceded by any letter other than
another o) are always given. Other irregular forms are also given,
except when the word is a compound of obvious formation (e.g.
footman, schoolchild).

4.2 Forms of Verbs:

4.2.1 The following regular forms receive no comment:

(i) third person singular present forms adding -s to the stem (or
-es to stems ending in -s, -x, -z, -sh, or soft -ch).

(ii) past tenses and past participles adding -ed to the stem.

4.2.2 A doubled consonant in verbal inflexions (e.g. rubbed,

rubbing, sinned, sinning) is shown in the form (-bb-, -nn-, etc.).

Where practice differs in American usage this is noted (as at cavil).

4.3 Comparative and Superlative of Adjectives and Adverbs:
The following regular forms receive no comment:

43.1 Words of one syllable adding -er and -est (e.g. greater,
greatest).

4.3.2 Words of one syllable ending in silent e, which drop the e
and add -er and -est (e.g. braver, bravest).

5. Definition

5.1 Definitions are listed in order of comparative familiarity and
importance, with the most current and important senses first.

5.2 They are separated by a number, or by a letter when the two
senses are more closely related.

5.3 Round brackets enclose letters or words that are optional (as
at crash v. where ‘(cause to) make a loud smashing noise’ can
mean either ‘make a loud smashing noise’ or ‘cause to make a loud
smashing noise’), and indicate typical objects of transitive verbs
(such as ‘milk’ and ‘the skin’ in two senses of cream v.).

6. Subject and Usage labels

6.1 These are used to clarify the particular context in which a
word or phrase is normally used.

6.2 Words and phrases more common in informal spoken English
than in formal written English are labelled collog. (colloquial) or
slang as appropriate.
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6.3 Some subject labels are used to indicate the particular
relevance of a term or subject with which it is associated (e.g. Mus.,
Law, Physics). They are not used when this is sufficiently clear
from the definition itself.

6.4 Two categories of deprecated usage are indicated by special
markings: coarse slang indicates a word that, although widely
found, is still unacceptable to many people; offens. (offensive)
indicates a use that is regarded as offensive by members of a
particular ethnic, religious, or other group.

6.5 Usage notes found at the end of entries give guidance on the
current norms of standard English. Some of the rules given may
legitimately be broken in less formal English, and especially in
conversation.

7. Phrases

Phrases are listed in alphabetical order after the treatment of the
main word. The words a, the, one, and person do not count for
purposes of alphabetical order.

8. Compounds

8.1 Compound terms forming one word (e.g. bathroom,
jellyfish) are listed as main entries, as are those consisting of
two or more words (e.g. chain reaction) or joined by a hyphen
(e.g. chain-gang).

8.2 When a hyphened compound in bold type is divided at the end
of a line the hyphen is repeated at the beginning of the next line to
show that it is a permanent feature of the spelling and not just an
end-of-line hyphen.

9. Derivatives

9.1 Words formed by adding a suffix to another word are in many
cases listed at the end of the entry for the main word (e.g.
chalkiness and chalky at chalk). In this position they are not
defined since they can be understood from the sense of the main
word and that given at the suffix concerned; when further
definition is called for they are given main entries in their own
right (e.g. changeable).

9.2 For reasons of space words formed by certain suffixes are not
always included except when some special feature of spelling or
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pronunciation or meaning is involved. These suffixes are -ABLE,
-ER' (in the sense ‘. . .that does’), -ER?> and -EST (see also 4.3), -ISH
-LESS, -LIKE, -LY?, and -NESS.

10. Etymology

10.1 This is given in square brackets [ ] at the end of the entry. In
the space available it can only give the direct line of derivation in
outline. Forms in other languages are not given if they are exactly
or nearly the same as the English form.

10.2 ‘Old English’ is used for words that are known to have been
used before Ap 1150.

10.3 ‘Anglo-French’ denotes the variety of French current in
England in the Middle Ages after the Norman Conquest.

10.4 ‘Latin’ denotes classical and Late Latin up to about Ap 600;
‘medieval Latin’ that of the period about 600-1500; ‘Anglo-Latin’
denotes Latin as used in medieval England.

10.5 Where the origin of a word cannot be reliably ascertained,
the form ‘origin uncertain’ or ‘origin unknown’ is used.

10.6 Names of the rarer languages that have contributed to
English (such as Balti at polo, and Cree at wapiti) are given in full
without explanation; they may be found explained in larger
dictionaries or in encyclopedias.

10.7 An etymology is not given when it is identical in essentials
with that of a neighbouring entry, when the word is an abbrevi-
ation or compound of obvious formation (such as bathroom), or
when the derivation is clear from the definition (as at burgundy).

11. Prefixes and Suffixes

11.1 Alarge selection of these is given in the main body of the text;
prefixes are given in the form ex-, re-, etc., and suffixes in the form
-ion, -ness, etc. These entries should be consulted to explain the
many derivatives given at the end of entries (see 9.1).

11.2 Prefixes and suffixes are not normally given a pronunciation
since this can change considerably when they form part of a word.

12. Cross-Reference

12.1 Cross-reference to main entries is indicated by small capitals
(e.g. calk US var. of cAULK; put a person wise see WISE).
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12.2 Cross-reference in italics to a defined phrase or compound
refers to the entry for the first word unless another is specified.

12.3 A homograph (see 1.3) is indicated by a superior figure (e.g.
calves pl. of CALF!, CALF?).

Note on Proprietary Status

This dictionary includes some words which are, or are asserted to
be, proprietary names or trade marks. Their inclusion does not
imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary
or general significance, nor is any other judgement implied
concerning their legal status. In cases where the editor has some
evidence that a word is used as a proprietary name or trade mark
this is indicated by the designation propr., but no judgement
concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied
thereby.



Abbreviations used in the Dictionary

Abbreviations in general use (such as etc., i.e.) are explained in the
Dictionary itself.

abbr.
absol.

adj.

adv.
Aeron.
Anat.
Anglo-Ind.
Antiq.
Archaeol.
Archit.
assim.
Astrol.
Astron.
Astronaut.
attrib.
attrib. adj.

Austral.
aux.

Bibl.
Biochem.
Biol.

Bot.

Chem.
Cinematog.
collect.
collog.
comb.

compar.
compl.

conj.

contr.
demons. adj.

demons. pron.

derog.
dial.

abbreviation
absolute(ly)
adjective
adverb
Aeronautics
Anatomy
Anglo-Indian
Antiquity
Archaeology
Architecture
assimilated
Astrology
Astronomy
Astronautics
attributive(ly)
attributive
adjective
Australian
auxiliary

Biblical
Biochemistry
Biology
Botany

Chemistry
Cinematography
collective(ly)
colloquial(ly)
combination,;
combining
comparative
complement
conjunction
contraction

demonstrative
adjective
demonstrative
pronoun
derogatory
dialect

Eccl.
Econ.
Electr.
ellipt.
emphat.
esp.
euphem.
Exod.

fem.
foll.

Gen.
Geol.
Geom.
Gk
Gram.

Hist.
hist.

imper.
Ind.

infin.

int.

interrog.
interrog. adj.

interrog. adv.
interrog. pron.

Ir.
iron.

joc.
Judg.

Ecclesiastical
Economics
Electricity
eHiptical(ly)
emphatic
especially
euphemism
Exodus

feminine
followed

Genesis
Geology
Geometry
Greek
Grammar

History
with historical
reference

imperative

of the
subcontinent
comprising India,
Pakistan, and
Bangladesh
infinitive
interjection
interrogative
interrogative
adjective
interrogative
adverb
interrogative
pronoun
Irish

ironical

jocular
Judges
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Lev.

masc.
Math.
Matt.
Mech.
Med.
Meteorol.
Mil.
Mineral.
Mus.
Mythol.

n.
Naut.
neg.
N.Engl.
n.pl.
NZ

obj.
offens.
opp.
orig.

Parl.
part.

past part.
Pharm.

Philos.
Phonet.
Photog.
phr.
Physiol.
pl.

poet.
Polit.
poss.

poss. pron.

prec.
predic.

Leviticus

masculine
Mathematics
Matthew
Mechanics
Medicine
Meteorology
Military
Mineralogy
Music
Mythology

noun
Nautical
negative
Northern English
noun plural

New Zealand

objective (case)
offensive

as opposed to
originally

Parliament(ary)
participle

past participle
Pharmacy;
Pharmacology
Philosophy
Phonetics
Photography
phrase
Physiology
plural

poetical

Politics
possessive (case)
possessive
pronoun
preceded
predicative(ly)

predic. adj.

prep.
pres.
pres. part.
pron.
pronunc.
propr.
Psychol.

RC Ch.

ref.

refl.

rel. adj.
rel. adv.
rel. pron.
Relig.
Rev.
rhet.
Rom.

S.Afr.
Sc.
Sci.
sing.

Stock Exch.

superl.
symb.

Theatr.
Theol.

Us
usu.
var.
v.aux.

v.refl.

Zool.

predicative
adjective
preposition
present

present participle
pronoun
pronunciation
proprietary term
Psychology

Roman Catholic
Church
reference
reflexive
relative adjective
relative adverb
relative pronoun
Religion
Revelation
rhetorical
Roman

South African
Scottish
Science
singular

Stock Exchange
superlative
symbol

Theatre
Theology

American, in
American use
usually

verb
variant(s)
auxiliary verb
reflexive verb

Zoology



Pronunciation Symbols

Consonants

b but n no ) she
d dog P pen <) vision
f few r red 0 thin
g get S sit o] this
h he t top n ring
] yes v voice X loch
k cat w we tf chip
1 leg 7 200 dz jar
m man

Vowels

2 cat A run E19) no
a arm U put es hair
e bed e too €] near
3: her ) ago a1 boy
I sit a1 my' vo poor
i see av  how ara fire
D hot er day ava sour
9 saw

(9) signifies the indeterminate sound as in garden, carnal, and
rhythm.

(r) at the end of a word indicates an r that is sounded when a word
beginning with a vowel follows, as in clutter up and an acre of land.

The mark ~ indicates a nasalized sound, as in the followmg sounds
that are not natural in English:

2 (timbre)
a (élan)
5 (bon voyage)

The main or primary stress of a word is shown by ' preceding the
relevant syllable; any secondary stress in words or phrases of
three or more syllables is shown by , preceding the relevant
syllable.




A

A' Je1/ n. (pl. As or A’s) 1 (also a) first
letter of the alphabet. 2 Mus. sixth note
of the diatonic scale of C major. 3 first
hypothetical person or example. 4 high-
est category (of roads, marks, etc.). 5
(usu. a) Algebra first known quantity. r
A1l /e1 'wan/ collog. first-rate, excellent.
from A to B from one place to another.
from A to Z from beginning to end.

A?abbr. (also A.) 1 ampere(s). 2 answer.

a' /s, e1/ adj. (also an /zn, an/ before a
vowel sound) (called the indefinite art-
icle) 1 one, some, any. 2 one like (a
Judas). 3 one single (not a chance). 4 the
same (all of a size). 5 per (twice a year;
seven a side). [Old English an one]

a’ /a/ prep. (usu. as prefix) 1 to, towards
(ashore; aside). 2 (with verb in pres.
part. or infin.) doing or being
(a-hunting; abuzz). 3 on (afire).
4in (nowadays). [Old English an, on, oN]

A abbr. angstrom(s).

a- prefix (also an- before a vowel sound)
not, without (amoral). [Greek]

AA abbr. 1 Automobile Association. 2
Alcoholics Anonymous. 3 anti-aircraft.

aardvark /'a:dva:k/ n. mammal with a
tubular snout and a long tongue, feeding
on termites. [Afrikaans]

ab- prefix off, away, from (abduct).
[Latin]

aback /a'bak/ adv. - take aback sur-
prise, disconcert. [Old English: related
to A%)

abacus /'&bakas/ n. (pl. -cuses) 1 frame
with wires along which beads are slid
for calculating. 2 Archit. flat slab on top
of a capital. [Latin from Greek from
Hebrew]

abaft /o'ba:ft/ Naut. —adv. in the stern
half of a ship. —prep. nearer the stern
than. [from a2, -baft: see AFT]

abandon /a'bznd(s)n/ —v. 1 give up. 2
forsake, desert. 3 (often foll by to; often
refl.) yield to a passion, another’s con-
trol, etc. —n. freedom from inhibitions.
- abandonment n. [French: related to
AD-, BAN]

abandoned adj. 1 deserted, forsaken. 2
unrestrained, profligate.

abase /a'bers/ v. (-sing) (also refl.) hu-
miliate, degrade. 7 abasement n.
[French: related to AD-, BASE’]

abashed /o'bzft/ predic. adj. embar-
rassed, disconcerted. [French es- EX-!,
bair astound]

abate /a'bert/ v. (-ting) make or become
less strong etc.; diminish. 0 abatement
n. [French abatre from Latin batt(u)o
beat]

abattoir ['zbstwai(r)/ n. slaughter-
house. [French abatre fell, as ABATE]

abbacy /'zbesi/ n. (pl. -ies) office or
jurisdiction of an abbot or abbess.
[Latin: related to ABBOT]

abbé /'zber/ n. (in France) abbot or
priest. [French from Latin: related to
ABBOT]

abbess /'&bis/ n. head of a community
of nuns.

abbey /&bi/ n. (pl -s) 1 building(s)
occupied by a community of monks or
nuns. 2 the community itself. 3 building
that was once an abbey.

abbot /'&bat/ n. head of a community of
monks. [Old English from Latin abbas]

abbreviate /a'bri:viert/ v. (-ting)
shorten, esp. represent (a word etc.) by a
part of it. o abbreviation /-'erf(e)n/
n. [Latin: related to BRIEF]

ABC /erbi:'si:/ n. 1 the alphabet. 2 rudi-
ments of a subject. 3 alphabetical guide.

abdicate /'&bd1kert/ v. (-ting) 1 (usu.
absol.) give up or renounce (the throne).
2 renounce (a duty, right, etc.). o ab-
dication /-'keif(a)n/ n. [Latin dico de-
clare]

abdomen /'zbdemen/ n. 1 the belly,
including the stomach, bowels, etc. 2 the
hinder part of an insect etc. -1 abdom-
inal /=b'domin(a)l/ adj. [Latin]

abduct /ab'dakt/ v. carry off or kidnap
illegally. = abduction n. abductor n.
[Latin duco lead]

abeam /o'bi:m/ adv. at right angles to a
ship’s or an aircraft’s length.

Aberdeen Angus /a@badi:n '&ngas/ n.
animal of a Scottish breed of hornless
black cattle. [Aberdeen in Scotland]

Aberdonian |/ abs'deunien/ —adj. of
Aberdeen. —n. native or citizen of Aber-
deen. [medieval Latin]

aberrant /a'berant/ adj. deviating from
what is normal or accepted. [Latin:
related to ERR]

aberration /a@ba'reif(s)n/ n. 1 aber-
rant behaviour; moral or mental lapse.
2 Biol. deviation from a normal type. 3
distortion of an image because of a
defect in a lens or mirror. 4 Astron.
apparent displacement of a celestial
body.



abet

abet /o'bet/ v. (-tt-) (usu. in aid and abet)
encourage or assist (an offender or
offence). [French: related to Ap-, BAIT]

abeyance /a'berans/ n. (usu. prec. by in,
into) temporary disuse. [French: related
to AD-, beer gape]

abhor /ab'ho:(r)/ v. (-rr-) detest; regard
with disgust. [Latin: related to HORROR]

abhorrence /ab’horans/ n. disgust;
detestation.

abhorrent /sb’horant/ adj. (often foll.
by o) disgusting or hateful.

abide /o'baid/ v. (-ding; past abided or
rarely abode /a'baud/) 1 (usu. in neg.)
tolerate, endure (can’t abide him). 2
(foll. by by) a act in accordance with
(abide by the rules). b keep (a promise).
3 archaic remain, continue. [Old Eng-
lish a- intensive prefix, BIDE]

abiding adj. enduring, permanent.

ability /o'bilit1/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 (often foll.
by to + infin.) capacity or power. 2
cleverness, talent. [French: related to
ABLE]

-ability suffix forming nouns of quality
from, or corresponding to, adjectives in
-able.

ab initio | =b r'nifiav/ adv. from the
beginning. [Latin]

abject /'zbd3ekt/ adj. miserable,
wretched; degraded; despicable. ©
abjection /zb'dzek[(a)n/ n. [Latin jacio
-ject- throw]

abjure /sb'd3ua(r)/ v. (-ring) renounce
on oath (an opinion, cause, etc.). C
abjuration /,zbd3zu'rerf(e)n/ n. [Latin
juro swear]

ablative /'ablativ/ Gram. —n. case (in
Latin) of nouns and pronouns indica-
ting an agent, instrument, or location.
—adj. of or in the ablative. [Latin
ablatus taken away]

ablaze /a'blerz/ predic. adj. & adv. 1 on
fire. 2 glittering, glowing. 3 greatly
excited.

able /‘etb(a)l/ adj. (abler, ablest) 1
(often foll. by to + infin.; used esp. in is
able, will be able, etc., replacing tenses
of can) having the capacity or power
(not able to come). 2 talented, clever.
o ably adv. [Latin habilis]

-able suffix forming adjectives meaning:
1 that may or must be (eatable; pay-
able). 2 that can be made the subject of
(dutiable; objectionable). 3 relevant to
or in accordance with (fashionable;
seasonable). [Latin -abilis]

able-bodied adj. fit, healthy.

able-bodied seaman n.
trained seaman.

ablution /a'blu:f(a)n/ n. (usu. in pl) 1
ceremonial washing of the hands,
sacred vessels, etc. 2 collog. a ordinary

ordinary

abort

bodily washing. b place for this. [Latin
ablutio from luo lut- wash]

-ably suffix forming adverbs corres-
ponding to adjectives in -able.

ABM abbr. anti-ballistic missile.

abnegate /'abni gert/ v. (-ting) give up
or renounce (a pleasure or right etc.).
[Latin nego deny]

abnegation /zbnr'ge1f(a)n/ n. denial;
renunciation of a doctrine.

abnormal /2b'no:m(s)l/ adj. deviating
from the norm; exceptional. & abnor-
mality /'meliti/ n. (pl -ies). abnor-
mally adv. [French: related to ANOM-
ALOUS]

Abo /'zbau/ (also abo) Austrai. slang
usu. offens. —n. (pl. -s) Aboriginal. —adj.
Aboriginal. [abbreviation]

aboard /2'bo:d/ adv. & prep. on or into (a
ship, aircraft, etc.). [from A®]

abode! /o'boud/ n. dwelling-place.
[related to ABIDE]

abode? see ABIDE.

abolish /a'bolif/ v. put an end to (esp. a
custom or institution). [Latin aboleo
destroy]

abolition /@ba'l1f(a)n/ n. abolishing or
being abolished. 0 abolitionist n.

A-bomb /'etbbm/ n. = ATOMIC BOMB. [A
for ATomic]

abominable /a'bominab(s)l/ adj. 1 de-
testable, loathsome. 2 collog. very un-

pleasant (abominable weather).
abominably adv. [Latin abominor
deprecate]

Abominable Snowman n. supposed
manlike or bearlike Himalayan animal;
yeti.

abominate /o'bomineit/ v. (-ting) de-
test, loathe. - abomination /-'ne1f(a)n/
n. [Latin: related to ABOMINABLE]

aboriginal / 2ba'rid3n(a)l/ —adj. 1 in-
digenous, inhabiting a land from the
earliest times, esp. before the arrival of
colonists. 2 (usu. Aboriginal) of
Australian Aborigines. —n. 1 aboriginal
inhabitant. 2 (usu. Aboriginal)
aboriginal inhabitant of Australia.
[Latin: related to ORIGIN]

aborigine/ aba'rid3ini/ n. (usu.inpl.)1
aboriginal inhabitant. 2 (usu. Abori-
gine) aboriginal inhabitant of Aus-
tralia.

= Usage When referring to the people,
Aboriginal is preferred for the singular
form and Aborigines for the plural,
although Aboriginals is also acceptable.

abort /o'bo:t/ v. 1 miscarry. 2 a effect
abortion of (a foetus). b effect abortion
in (a mother). 3 end or cause (a project
etc.) to end before completion. [Latin
orior be born]




abortion

abortion /a'bo:f(8)n/ n. 1 natural or
(esp.) induced expulsion of a foetus from
the womb before it is able to survive
independently. 2 stunted or deformed
creature or thing. 3 failed project or

action. (| abortionist n.
abortive /o'bo:tiv/ adj. fruitless,
unsuccessful.

abound /a'bavnd/ v. 1 be plentiful. 2
(foll. by in, with) be rich; teem. [Latin
unda wave]

about /a'baut/ —prep. 1 a on the subject
of (@ book about birds). b relating to
(glad about it). ¢ in relation to (sym-
metry about a plane). 2 at a time near to
(about six). 3 a in, round (walked about
the town; a scarf about her neck). b all
round from a centre (look about you). 4
at points in (strewn about the house). 5
carried with (no money about me). 6
occupied with (about her business).
—adv. 1 a approximately (about ten
miles). b collog. in an understatement
(just about had enough). 2 nearby (a lot
of flu about). 3 in every direction (look
about). 4 on the move; in action (out and
about). 5 in rotation or succession (turn
and turn about). . be about (or all
about) collog. have as its essential
nature (life is all about having fun). be
about to be on the point of (was about
to laugh). [Old English]

about-face n. & int. =
ABOUT TURN.

about-turn -n. 1 turn made so as to
face the opposite direction. 2 change of
opinion or policy etc. —int. (about turn)
Mil. command to make an about-turn.

above /a'bav/ —prep. 1 over; on the top
of; higher than; over the surface of
(head above water, above the din). 2
more than (above twenty people). 3
higher in rank, importance, etc., than. 4
a too great or good for (not abcve
cheating). b beyond the reach of (above
my understanding; above suspicion).
—adv. 1 at or to a higher point; overhead
(the floor above, the sky above). 2 earlier
on a page or in a book (as noted above).
—~adj. preceding (the above argument).
—n. (prec. by the) preceding text (the
above shows). (1 above all most of all,
more than anything else. above oneself
conceited, arrogant. [Old English:
related to A%

above-board adj. & adv. without con-
cealment; open or openly. ]
abracadabra /zbrake'debrs/ —int.
supposedly magic word used in conjur-
ing. —n. spell or charm. [Latin from
Greek]
abrade /o'brerd/ v. (-ding) scrape or
wear away (skin, rock, etc.) by rubbing.
[Latin rado scrape]

ABOUT-TURN,

absinth

abrasion /a'brer3(a)n/ n. 1 scraping or
wearing away (of skin, rock, etc.). 2
resulting damaged area.

abrasive /a'breisiv/ ~adj. 1 a tending to
rub or graze. b capable of polishing by
rubbing or grinding. 2 harsh or hurtful
in manner. —n. abrasive substance.

abreast /a'brest/ adv. 1 side by side and
facing the same way. 2 (foll. by of) up to
date with.

abridge /o'brids/ v. (-ging) shorten (a
book, film, etc.). " abridgement n.
[Latin: related to ABBREVIATE]

abroad /e'bro:d/ adv. 1 in or to a foreign
country or countries. 2 widely (scatter
abroad). 3 in circulation (rumour
abroad).

abrogate /'2bra,geit/ v. (-ting) repeal,
abolish (a law etc.). © abrogation
/-'ge1f(a)n/ n. [Latin rogo propose a law]

abrupt /a'brapt/ adj. 1 sudden, hasty
(abrupt end). 2 (of manner etc.) curt. 3
steep, precipitous. 1 abruptly adv.

abruptness n. [Latin: related to
RUPTURE]
abscess ['zbsis/ n. (pl. abscesses)

swelling containing pus. [Latin: related
to AB-, CEDE]

abscissa /ab'sisa/ n. (pl. abscissae /-si:/
or -s) Math. (in a system of coordinates)
shortest distance from a point to the
vertical or y-axis. [Latin abscindo cut

off]
abscond /ab'skond/ v. depart hurriedly
and furtively, esp. to avoid arrest;
escape. [Latin abscondo secrete]
abseil /'zbse1l/ —v. descend by using a
doubled rope coiled round the body and
fixed at a higher point. —n. descent made
by abseiling. [German ab down, Seil!
rope]
absence /'abs(a)ns/ n. 1 being away.
2 time of this. 3 (foll. by of) lack of.
absence of mind inattentiveness.
[Latin absentia]
absent —adj. /'®bs(a)nt/ 1 not present.
2 not existing; lacking. 3 inattentive.
-v.refl. [®b'sent/ go, or stay, away.
absently adv. (in sense 3 of adj.).
absentee /@bsan'ti;; n. person not
present.
absenteeism /abson'ti:iz(e)m/ n.
absenting oneself from work or school
etc., esp. frequently or illicitly.
absentee landlord n. one who lets a
property while living elsewhere.
absent-minded adj. forgetful or in-
attentive. absent-mindedly adv.
absent-mindedness n.
absinth /'zbsind/ n. 1 wormwood. 2
(usu. absinthe) aniseed-flavoured
liqueur based on this. [French from
Latin]



absolute

absolute /'®bse,lu:t/ —adj. 1 complete,
utter (absolute bliss). 2 unconditional
(absolute authority). 3 despotic (abso-
lute monarch). 4 not relative or compar-
ative (absolute standard). 5 Gram. a (of
a construction) syntactically inde-
pendent of the rest of the sentence, as in
dinner being over, we left the table. b (of
an adjective or transitive verb) without
an expressed noun or object (e.g. the
deaf, guns kill). 6 (of a legal decree etc.)
final. —n. Philos. (prec. by the) that
which can exist independently of any-
thing else. [Latin: related to ABSOLVE]

absolutely adv. 1 completely, utterly.
2 in an absolute sense (God exists
absolutely). 3 |-'lu:tli/ collog. (used in
reply) quite so; yes.

absolute majority n. majority over
all rivals combined.

absolute pitch n. ability to recognize
or sound any given note.

absolute temperature n. one
measured from absolute zero.

absolute zero n. theoretical lowest
possible temperature calculated as
-273.15° C (or 0° K).

absolution /abse'lu:f(e)n/ n. formal
forgiveness of sins.

absolutism /'absalu: tiz(e)m/ n. prin-
ciple or practice of absolute govern-
ment. - absolutist n.

absolve /ab'zolv/ v. (-ving) (often foll.
by from, of) set or pronounce free from
blame or obligation etc. [Latin: related
to SOLVE]

absorb /ab'so:b/ v. 1 incorporate as part
of itself or oneself. 2 take in, suck up
(liquid, heat, knowledge, etc.). 3 reduce
the effect or intensity of; deal easily with
(an impact, sound, difficulty, etc.). 4
consume (resources etc.). 5 (often as
absorbing adj.) engross the attention
of. [Latin sorbeo suck in]

absorbent —adj. tending to absorb. —n.
absorbent substance or organ.

absorption /ab'so:pf(e)n/ n. 1 absorb-
ing or being absorbed. 2 mental engross-
ment. - absorptive adj.

abstain /ab'stein/ v. 1 (usu. foll. by from)
refrain from indulging (abstained from
smoking). 2 decline to vote. [Latin teneo
tent- hold]

abstemious /ab'sti:mies/ adj. moderate
or ascetic, esp. in eating and drinking.
© abstemiously adv. [Latin: related
to AB-, temetum strong drink]

abstention /sb'stenf(s)n/ n. abstain-
ing, esp. from voting. [Latin: related to
ABSTAIN]

abstinence /'abstinans/ n. abstaining,
esp. from food or alcohol. -] abstinent
adj. [French: related to ABSTAIN]

a/c

abstract —adj. /'=bstraekt/ 1 a of or
existing in thought or theory rather
than matter or practice; not concrete. b
(of a word, esp. a noun) denoting a
quality, condition, etc., not a concrete
object. 2 (of art) achieving its effect by
form and colour rather than by realism.
—v. [ab'straekt/ 1 (often foll. by from)
extract, remove. 2 summarize. —n.
/'aebstraekt/ 1 summary. 2 abstract work
of art. 3 abstraction or abstract term.
[Latin: related to TRACT']

abstracted /sb'strzktid/ adj. inat-
tentive, distracted- abstractedly
adv.

abstraction /eb'strzkf(e)n/ n. 1
abstracting or taking away. 2 abstract
or visionary idea. 3 abstract qualities
(esp. in art). 4 absent-mindedness.

abstruse /ab'stru:s/ adj. hard to under-
stand, profound. 7 abstruseness n.
[Latin abstrudo -trus- conceal]

absurd /eb's3:d/ adj. wildly illogical or
inappropriate; ridiculous. ©: absurdity
n. (pl. -ies). absurdly adv. [Latin:
related to SURD]

ABTA ['zbta/ abbr. Association of
British Travel Agents.

abundance /o'band(d)ns/ n. 1 plenty;
more than enough; a lot. 2 wealth.
[Latin: related to ABOUND]

abundant adj. 1 plentiful. 2 (foll. by in)
rich (abundant in fruit). o abund-
antly adv.

abuse -v. /a'bju:z/ (-sing) 1 use im-
properly, misuse. 2 insult verbally. 3
maltreat. —n. /a'bju:s/ 1 misuse. 2 insult-
ing language. 3 unjust or corrupt prac-
tice. 4 maltreatment (child abuse). 0
abuser /a'bju:za(r)/ n. [Latin: related to
USE]

abusive /a'bjuisiv/ adj. insulting, of-
fensive. 0 abusively adv.

abut /a'bat/ v. (-tt-) 1 (foll. by on) (of
land) border on. 2 (foll. by on, against)
(of a building) touch or lean upon
(another). [Anglo-Latin butta strip of
land: related to BUTT']

abutment n. lateral supporting struc-
ture of a bridge, arch, etc.

abuzz /a'baz/ adv. & adj. in a state of
excitement or activity.

abysmal /a'bizm(a)l/ adj. 1 collog.
extremely bad (abysmal food). 2
profound, utter (abysmal ignorance).
© abysmally adv. [Latin: related to
ABYSS]

abyss /a'bis/ n. 1 deep chasm. 2 immeas-
urable depth (abyss of despair). [Latin
from Greek, = bottomless]

AC abbr. 1 (also ac) alternating current.
2 aircraftman.

Ac symb. actinium.

a/c abbr. account. [account current]




-ac

-ac suffix forming adjectives often (or
only) used as nouns (cardiac; maniac).
[Latin -acus, Greek -akos]

acacia /a'ke1fs/ n. tree with yellow or
white flowers, esp. one yielding gum
arabic. [Latin from Greek]

academia / zka'di:m1a/ n. the academic
world; scholastic life.

academic /ako'demik/ —adj. 1
scholarly, of learning. 2 of no practical
relevance; theoretical. —n. teacher or
scholar in a university etc. & academ-
ically adv.

academician /s kada'mif(a)n/ n. mem-
ber of an Academy. [French académi-
cien).

academy /a'’kadami/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 place
of specialized training (military acad-
emy). 2 (usu. Academy) society or insti-
tution of distinguished scholars, artists,
scientists, etc. (Royal Academy). 3 Scot.
secondary school. [Greek akadémeia
the place in Athens where Plato taught]

acanthus /a'’kzn6as/ n. (pl. -thuses) 1
herbaceous plant with spiny leaves. 2
Archit. representation of its leaf. [Latin
from Greek]

a cappella /a: ka'pels, ,2-/ adj. & adv.
(of choral music) unaccompanied. [It-
alian, = in church style]

ACAS ['etkzs/ abbr. Advisory, Con-
ciliation, and Arbitration Service.

accede /ok'si:d/ v. (-ding) (foll. by to) 1
take office, esp. as monarch. 2 assent or
agree. [Latin: related to CEDE]

accelerate /ak'sels rert/ v. (-ting) move
or cause to move or happen more
quickly. = acceleration /-re1f(a)n/ n.
[Latin: related to CELERITY]

accelerator n. 1 device for increasing
speed, esp. the pedal controlling the
speed of a vehicle’s engine. 2 Physics
apparatus for imparting high speeds to
charged particles.

accent —n. /'=ks(a)nt/ 1 particular (esp.
local or national) mode of pronunci-
ation. 2 distinctive feature or emphasis
(accent on speed). 3 prominence given
to a syllable by stress or pitch. 4 mark
on a letter or word to indicate pitch,
stress, or vowel quality. —v. /zk'sent/
1 emphasize (a word or syllable etc.).
2 write or print accents on (words etc.).
3 accentuate. [Latin cantus song]

accentuate /sk'sentfu et/ v. (-ting) em-
phasize, make prominent. © accen-
tuation /-‘erf(a)n/ n. [medieval Latin:
related to ACCENT]

accept /ak'sept/ v. 1 (also.absol.) will-
ingly receive (a thing offered). 2 (also
absol.) answer affirmatively (an offer
etc.). 3 regard favourably; treat as v«{el-
come (felt accepted). 4 believe, receive

acclimatize

(an opinion, explanation, etc.) as ad-
equate or valid. § take as suitable (does
accept cheques). 6 undertake (an office
or duty). [Latin capio take]

acceptable adj. 1 worth accepting, wel-
come. 2 tolerable. o acceptability
/-'biliti/ n. acceptably adv. [French:
related to AcCEPT]

acceptance n. 1 willingness to accept. 2
affirmative answer to an invitation etc.
3 approval, belief (found wide accept-
ance).

access /'&kses/—n. 1 way of approach or
entry (shop with rear access). 2 a right
or opportunity to reach or use or visit;
admittance (access to secret files, to
the prisoner). b accessibility. 3 archaic
outburst (an access of anger). —v. 1
Computing gain access to (data etc.). 2
accession. [French: related to ACCEDE]

accessible /ak'sesib(a)l/ adj. (often
foll. by to) 1 reachable or obtainable;
readily available. 2 easy to understand.
0 accessibility /-'biliti/ n.

accession /sk'sef(a)n/ —n. 1 taking
office, esp. as monarch. 2 thing added.
—v. record the addition of (a new item) to
a library etc.

accessory /ak'sesar1/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 addi-
tional or extra thing. 2 (usu. in pl.) small
attachment, fitting, or subsidiary item
of dress (e.g. shoes, gloves). 3 (often foll.
by to) person who abets or is privy to an
(esp. illegal) act. [medieval Latin:
related to ACCEDE]

access road n. road giving access only
to the properties along it.

access time n. Computing time taken to
retrieve data from storage.

accident /'zksid(s)nt/ n. 1 unfortunate
esp. harmful event, caused unintention-
ally. 2 event that is unexpected or with-
out apparent cause. 0 by accident un-
intentionally. [Latin cado fall]

accidental / aksi'dent(a)l/ —adj. hap-
pening by chance or accident. —n. Mus.
sign indicating a note’s momentary de-
parture from the key signature. ©) acci-
dentally adv.

accident-prone adj. clumsy.

acclaim /a'’kletm/ —v. 1 welcome or
applaud enthusiastically. 2 hail as
(acclaimed him king). —n. applause,
welcome, public praise. [Latin acclamo:
related to cLAIM]

acclamation | @kla'meif(a)n/ n. 1loud
and eager assent. 2 (usu. in pl.) shouting
in a person’s honour.

acclimatize /o'klaima,taiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) adapt to a new climate
or conditions. © acclimatization
/-'zeif(@)n/ n. [French acclimater:
related to CLIMATE]



accolade

accolade /'ks leid/ n. 1 praise given. 2
touch made with a sword at the con-
ferring of a knighthood. [Latin collum
neck]

accommodate /a'knmo,dert/ v. (-ting) 1
provide lodging or room for (flat accom-
modates two). 2 adapt, harmonize, re-
concile (must accommodate himself to
new ideas). 3 a do favour to, oblige (a
person). b (foll. by with) supply (a per-
son) with. [Latin: related to COMMODE]

accommodating adj. obliging, com-
pliant.

accommodation /s, komoa'derf(s)n/n. 1
lodgings. 2 adjustment, adaptation. 3
convenient arrangement; settlement,
compromise.

accommodation address n. postal
address used by a person unable or
unwilling to give a permanent address.

accompaniment /s'’kampaniment/ n.
1instrumental or orchestral support for
a solo instrument, voice, or group. 2
accompanying thing. 11 accompanist
n. (in sense 1).

accompany /o'’kampani/ v. (-ies, -ied)
1 go with; escort. 2 (usu. in passive;
foll. by with, by) be done or found
with; supplement. 3 Mus. partner
with accompaniment. [French: related
to COMPANION]

accomplice /o'kamplis/ n. partner in a
crime etc. [Latin: related to COMPLEX]

accomplish /o'’kamplif/ v. succeed in
doing; achieve, complete. [Latin: related
to COMPLETE]

accomplished adj. clever, skilled.

accomplishment n. 1 completion (of a
task etc.). 2 acquired, esp. social, skill. 3
thing achieved.

accord /a'ko:d/ —v. 1 (often foll. by with)
be consistent or in harmony. 2 grant
(permission, a request, etc.); give (a
welcome etc.). —n. 1 agreement, con-
sent. 2 Mus. & Art etc. harmony. © of
one’s own accord on one’s own initi-
ative; voluntarily. with one accord
unanimously. [Latin cor cord- heart]

accordance n. 0 in accordance with
in conformity to. © accordant adj.

according adv. 1 (foll. by t0) a as stated
by (according to Mary). b in proportion
to (lives according to his means). 2 (foll.
by as + clause) in a manner or to a
degree that varies as (pays according
as he is able).

accordingly adv. 1 as circumstances
suggest or require (please act accord-
ingly). 2 consequently (accordingly, he
left the room).

accordion /a'ko:dien/ n. musical reed
instrument with concertina-like bel-
lows, keys, and buttons. 1 accordi-
onist n. [Italian accordare to tune]

accretion

accost /a'kost/ v. 1 approach and ad-
dress (a person), esp. boldly. 2 (of a
prostitute) solicit. [Latin costa rib]
account /a'kauvnt/ —n. 1 narration, de-
scription (an account of his trip). 2
arrangement at a bank etc. for deposit-
ing and withdrawing money, credit, etc.
(open an account). 3 record or state-
ment of financial transactions with the
balance (kept detailed accounts). —v.
consider as (account him wise, a fool). 0
account for 1 serve as or provide an
explanation for (that accounts for his
mood). 2 answer for (money etc.
entrusted, one’s conduct, etc.). 3 Kill,
destroy, defeat. 4 make up a specified
amount of (rent accounts for 50% of
expenditure). by all accounts in every-
one’s opinion. call to account require
an explanation from. give a good (or
bad) account of oneself impress (or
fail to impress); be successful (or unsuc-
cessful). keep account of keep a record
of; follow closely. of no account unim-
portant. of some account important.
on account 1 (of goods) to be paid for
later. 2 (of money) in part payment. on
one’s account on one’s behalf (not on
my account). on account of because of.
on no account under no circum-
stances. take account of (or take into
account) consider (took their age into
account). turn to account (or good
account) turn to one’s advantage.
[French: related to cOuNT!]
accountable adj. 1 responsible;
required to account for one’s conduct. 2
explicable, understandable. 11 account-
ability /-'biliti/ n.
accountant n. professional keeper or
verifier of accounts. 0 accountancy 7.
accounting n.
accoutrements /a'ku:tromants/ n.pl.
(US accouterments /-tomants/) 1 equip-
ment, trappings. 2 soldier’s equipment
excluding weapons and clothes.
[French]
accredit /o'kredit/ v. (-t-) 1 (foll. by t0)
attribute (a saying etc.) to (a person).
2 (foll. by with) credit (a person) with
(a saying etc.). 3 (usu. foll. by fo or at)
send (an ambassador etc.) with creden-
tials. 4 gain influence for or make
credible (an adviser, a statement, etc.).
[French: related to CREDIT]
accredited adj. 1 officially recognized.
2 generally accepted.
accretion /a'kri:f(e)n/ n. 1 growth or
increase by accumulation, addition, or
organic enlargement. 2 the resulting
whole. 3 a matter so added. b adhesion
of this to the core matter. [Latin cresco
cret- grow]




accrue

accrue /a'’kru:’ v. (-ues, -ued, -uing)
(often foll. by t0) come as a natural
increase or advantage, esp. financial.
[Latin: related to ACCRETION]

accumulate /s'’kju:mju lert/ v. (-ting) 1
acquire an increasing number or quant-
ity of; amass, collect. 2 grow numerous;
increase. [Latin: related to cuMULUS]

accumulation /s kju:mju'lerf(a)n/ n. 1
accumulating or being accumulated. 2
accumulated mass. 3 growth of capital
by continued interest. - accumulative
/a'kju:mjulativ/ adj.

accumulator n. 1 rechargeable elec-
tric cell. 2 bet placed on a sequence of
events, with the winnings and stake
from each placed on the next.

accuracy /‘zkjurasi/ n. exactness or
careful precision. [Latin cura care]

accurate 'akjurat/ adj. careful, pre-
cise; conforming exactly with the truth
or a standard. ~ accurately adv.

accursed /a'k3:sid/ adj. 1 under a curse.
2 collog. detestable, annoying. [Old Eng-
lish a- intensive prefix, CURSE]

accusation | zkju:'zeif(a)n/ n. accus-
ing or being accused. [French: related to
ACCUSE]

accusative /a'kju:zativ/ Gram. —n. case
expressing the object of an action. —adj.
of or in this case.

accusatory /s'kjuizatar1/ adj. of or
implying accusation.

accuse /a'’kju:z/ v. (-sing) (often foll. by
of) charge with a fault or crime; blame.
[Latin accusare: related to CAUSE]

accustom /a'’kastam/ v. (foll. by to)
make used to (accustomed him to hard-
ship). [French: related to cusToM]

accustomed adj. 1 (usu. foll. by z0) used
to a thing. 2 customary, usual.

ace —n. 1 playing-card etc. with a single
spofand generally signifying ‘one’. 2 a
person who excels in some activity. b
pilot who has shot down many enemy
aircraft. 3 (in tennis) unreturnable
stroke (esp. a service). —adj. slang ex-
cellent. — within an ace of on the verge
of. [Latin as unity]

acellular /er'seljula(r)/ adj. having no
cells; not consisting of cells.

-aceous suffix forming adjectives in the
sense ‘of the nature of, esp. in the
natural sciences (herbaceous). [Latin
-aceus)

acerbic /a's3:bik/ adj. harsh and sharp,
esp. in speech or manner. - acerbity n.
(pl. -ies). [Latin acerbus sour]

acetaldehyde / @sr'teldihaid/ n. col-
ourless volatile liquid aldehyde. [from
ACETIC, ALDEHYDE]

acetate /'zsitert/ n. 1 salt or ester of
acetic acid, esp. the cellulose ester. 2
fabric made from this.

acknowledge

acetic /a'si:tik/ adj. of or like vinegar.
[Latin acetum vinegar]
acetic acid n. clear liquid acid giving
vinegar its characteristic taste.
acetone /'zsitaun/ n. colourless vol-
atile liquid that dissolves organic com-
pounds, esp. paints, varnishes, etc.
acetylene /a'setrli:n/ n. hydrocarbon
gas burning with a bright flame, used
esp. in welding.
ache /eik/ —n. 1 continuous dull pain. 2
mental distress. —v. (-ching) suffer from
or be the source of an ache. [Old Eng-
lish]
achieve /a'tfi:v/ v. (-ving) 1 reach or
attain, esp. by effort (achieved victory;
achieved notoriety). 2 accomplish (a feat
or task). [French achever: related to
CHIEF]
achievement n. 1 something achieved.
2 act of achieving.
Achilles’ heel /a'kiliz/ n. person’s
weak or vulnerable point. [Achilles,
Greek hero in the Iliad]
Achilles’ tendon n. tendon connec-
ting the heel with the calf muscles.
achromatic /zkrau'matuk/ adj. Op-
tics 1 transmitting light without
separation into  constituent colours
(achromatic lens). 2 without colour.
achromatically® adv. [French:
related to A-, CHROME]
achy /erki/ adj. (-ier, -iest) full of or
suffering from aches.
acid /'=sid/ -n. 1 a any of a class of
substances that liberate hydrogen ions
in water, are usu. sour and corrosive,
turn litmus red, and have a pH of less
than 7. b any compound or atom donat-
ing protons. 2 any sour substance. 3
slang the drug LSD. -adj. 1 sour. 2
biting, sharp (an acid wit). 3 Chem.
having the essential properties of an
acid. — acidic /o'sidik/ adj. acidify
ja'sidrfarl v, (-es, -ied). acidity
la'sidity/ n. acidly adv. [Latin aceo be
sour]
acid house n. a type of synthesized
music with a simple repetitive beat,
often associated with hallucinogenic
drugs.
acid rain n acid, esp. ffom industrial
waste gases, falling with rain.
acid test n. severe or conclusive test.
acidulous /a'sidjules/ adj. somewhat
acid.
ack-ack ‘@kak/ collog. —adj. anti-
aircraft. —n. anti-aircraft gun etc.
[formerly signallers’ term for AA]
acknowledge /ak'nolid3/ v. (-ging) 1
recognize; accept the truth of (acknow-
ledged its failure). 2 confirm the receipt
of (a letter etc.). 3 a show that one has
noticed (acknowledged my arrival with



acknowledgement

a grunt). b express appreciation of (a
service etc.). 4 recognize the validity of,
own (the acknowledged king). [from
AD-, KNOWLEDGE]

acknowledgement n. 1 act of acknow-
ledging. 2 a thing given or done in
gratitude. b letter confirming receipt of
something. 3 (usu. in pl.) author’s state-
ment of gratitude, prefacing a book.

acme /'=kmi/ n. highest point (of achieve-
ment etc.). [Greek]

acne /'2kni1/ n. skin condition with red
pimples. [Latin]

acolyte /'zka, lait/ n. 1 person assisting
a priest. 2 assistant; beginner. [Greek
akolouthos follower]

aconite /'zksnait/ n. 1 any of various
poisonous plants, esp. monkshood. 2
drug from these. [Greek akoniton]

acorn /'etko:n/ n. fruit of the oak, with a
smooth nut in a cuplike base. [Old Eng-
lish]

acoustic /a'ku:stik/ adj. 1 of sound or
the sense of hearing. 2 (of a musical
instrument etc.) without electrical
amplification (acoustic guitar). o
acoustically adv. [Greek akoué hear]

acoustics n.pl. 1 properties or qualities
(of aroom etc.) in transmitting sound. 2
(usu. as sing.) science of sound.

acquaint /o'’kweint/ v. (usu. foll. by
with) make aware of or familiar with
(acquaint me with the facts). o be
acquainted with have personal know-
ledge of; know slightly. [Latin: related
to AD-, COGNIZANCE]

acquaintance n. 1 being acquainted. 2
person one knows slightly. 0 acquaint-
anceship n.

acquiesce /,zkwr'es/ v. (-cing) 1 agree,
esp. by default. 2 (foll. by in) accept (an
arrangement etc.). O acquiescence n.
acquiescent adj. [Latin: related to AD-,
QUIET]

acquire /o'kwara(r)/ v. (-ring) gain for
oneself; come into possession of. [Latin:
related to AD-, quaero quisit- seek]

acquired immune deficiency syn-
drome see A1ps.

acquired taste n. 1 liking developed by
experience. 2 object of this.

acquirement n. thing acquired, esp. a
mental attainment.

acquisition /@kwr'zif(a)n/ n. 1 thing
acquired, esp. when useful. 2 acquiring
or being acquired. [Latin: related to
ACQUIRE]

acquisitive /o'’kwizitiv/ adj. keen to
acquire things.

acquit /a'kwit/ v. (-tt-) 1 (often foll. by of)
declare not guilty. 2 refl. a behave or
perform in a specified way (acquitted
herself well). b (foll. by of) discharge (a

act

duty or responsibility). o acquittal n.
[Latin: related to Ap-, QUIT]

acre /'etka(r)/ n. measure of land, 4,840
sq. yds., 0.405 ha. [Old English]
acreage /‘etkoridi/ n. a number of
acres; extent of land.

acrid /'zkrid/ adj. (-er, -est) bitterly
pungent. 0 acridity /a'kriditi/ n. [Latin
acer keen, pungent]

acrimonious /a@krr'mavnias/ adj. bit-
ter in manner or temper. 0 acrimony
[‘@ekrimani/ n.

acrobat /'akrabat/ n. entertainer per-
forming gymnastic feats. 0 acrobatic
| @kra'betik/ adj. acrobatically
/,@@kra'baetikali/ adv. [Greek akrobatés
from akron summit, bainé walk]
acrobatics /,zkre'baetiks/ n.pl. 1 acro-
batic feats. 2 (as sing.) art of performing
these.

acronym /'zkranim/ n. word formed
from the initial letters of other words
(e.g. laser, Nato). [Greek akron end,
onoma name]

acropolis /o'’kropalis/ n. citadel of an
ancient Greek city. [Greek akron sum-
mit, polis city]

across /a'’kros/ —prep. 1 to or on the
other side of (across the river). 2 from
one side to another side of (spread
across the floor). 3 at or forming an
angle with (a stripe across the flag).
—adv. 1 to or on the other side (ran
across). 2 from one side to another
(stretched across). o across the board
applying to all. [French a, en, croix:
related to CROSS])

acrostic /o'krostik/ n. poem etc. in
which certain letters (usu. the first and
last in each line) form a word or words.
[Greek akron end, stikhos row]
acrylic /e'krilik/ —adj. of synthetic
material made from acrylic acid. —n.
acrylic fibre or fabric. [Latin acer pun-
gent, oleo to smell]

acrylic acid n. a pungent liquid or-
ganic acid.

act -n. 1 something done; a deed. 2
process of doing (caught in the act). 3
item of entertainment. 4 pretence (all
an act). 5 main division of a play etc. 6 a
decree of a legislative body. b document
attesting a legal transaction. —v. 1 be-
have (acted wisely). 2 perform an action
or function; take action (act as referee;
brakes failed to act; he acted quickly). 3
(also foll. by on) have an effect (alcohol
acts on the brain). 4 a perform a part in
a play, film, etc. b pretend. 5 a play the
part of (acted Othello; acts the fool). b
perform (a play etc). ¢ portray (an
incident) by actions. 0 act for be the
(esp. legal) representative of. act of God
natural event, e.g. an earthquake. act




¥

acting

up collog. misbehave; give trouble (car
is acting up). get one’s act together
slang become properly organized; pre-
pare. put on an act collog. make a
pretence. [Latin ago act- do)
acting —n. art or occupation of an actor.
—attrib. adj. serving temporarily or as a
substitute (acting manager).
actinism /'zkt1niz(s)m/ n. property of
short-wave radiation that produces
chemical changes, as in photography.
[Greek aktis ray]
actinium /zk'tintam/ n. Chem. radio-
active metallic element found in pitch-
blende. [as ACTINISM]
action /'zkf(a)n/ n. 1 process of doing or
acting (demanded action). 2 forceful-
ness or energy. 3 exertion of energy or
influence (action of acid on metal). 4
deed, act (not aware of his actions). 5
(the action) a series of eventsin a story,
play, etc. b slang exciting activity
(missed the action). 6 battle, fighting
(killed in action). 7 a mechanism of an
instrument. b style of movement of an
animal or human. 8 lawsuit. & out of
action not working. [Latin: related to

ACT]
actionable adj. giving cause for legal
action.
action-packed adj. full of action or
excitement.
action point n. proposal for action.
action replay n. playback of part of a
television broadcast, esp. a sporting
event, often in slow motion.
action stations n.pl. positions taken
up by troops etc. ready for battle.
activate /'zktivert/ v. (-ting) 1 make
active. 2 Chem. cause reaction in. 3
make radioactive.
active /'aktiv/ —adj. 1 marked by
action; energetic; diligent (an active
life). 2 working, operative (active vol-
cano). 3 not merely passive or inert;
positive (active support; active ingredi-
ents). 4 radioactive. 5 Gram. designat-
ing the form of a verb whose subject
performs the action (e.g. saw in he saw a
film).-n. Gram. active formor voice ofa
verb. — actively adv. [Latin: related to
ACT)
active service n. military service in
wartime. )
activism n. policy of vigorous action,
esp. for a political cause. © activist n.
activity /zk'tiviti/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 being
active; busy or energetic action. 2 (often
in pl) occupation or pursuit (outdoor
activities). 3 = RADIOACTIVITY.
actor n. person who acts in a play, film,
etc. [Latin: related to AcT]
actress n. female actor.

adapt

actual /'zktfusl/ adj. (usu. arrib.) 1
existing in fact; real. 2 current. [Latin:
related to AcT]

actuality /zktfu'zlitt/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
reality. 2 (in pl.) existing conditions.

actually /'zktfusli/ adv. 1 as a fact,
really (not actually very rich). 2 strange
as it may seem (he actually refused!).

actuary /'zktfvari/ n. (pl. -ies) statisti-

cian, esp. one calculating insurance
risks and premiums.. © actuarial
/-‘ear1al/ adj. [Latin acruarius book-
keeper]

actuate /'zktfu.ert/ v. (-ting) 1 cause (a
machine etc.) to move or function. 2
cause (a person) to act. [Latin]

acuity /a'’kju:rti/ n. sharpness, acute-
ness. [medieval Latin: related to ACUTE]

acumen /'zkjovman/ n. keen insight or
discernment. [Latin, = ACUTE thing]

acupuncture /'zkju:papktfa(r) n.
medical treatment using needles in
parts of the body. = acupuncturist n.
[Latin acu with needle]

acute /a'’kju:t/ —adj. (acuter, acutest) 1
serious, severe (acute hardship). 2 (of
senses etc.) keen, penetrating. 3 shrewd.
4 (of a disease) coming quickly to a
crisis. 5 (of an angle) less than 90°. 6 (of a
sound) high, shrill. =n. = ACUTE ACCENT.
0 acutely adv. [Latin acutus pointed]

acute accent n. diacritical mark (°)
placed over certain letters in French
etc., esp. to show pronunciation.

-acy suffix forming nouns of state
or quality (accuracy; piracy), or an
instance of it (conspiracy; fallacy).
[French -acie, Latin -acia, -atia, Greek

-ateia)

AD abbr. of the Christian era. [ANNO
Domini]

ad n. collog. advertisement. [abbrevi-
ation]

ad- prefix (altered or assimilated before
some letters) implying motion or direc-
tion to, reduction or change into, addi-
tion, adherence, increase, or intensi-
fication. [Latin]

adage /'adid3/ n. traditional maxim,
proverb. [French from Latin]

adagio /a'da:3190/ Mus. —adv. & adj. in
slow time. —n. (pl. -s) such a movement
or passage. [Italian]

Adam /'azdem/ n. the first man. &' not
know a person from Adam be unable
to recognize a person. [Hebrew, = man]

adamant /'azdement/ adj. stubbornly
resolute; unyielding. adamantly
adv. [Greek adamas adamant- untame-
able]

Adam’s apple n. projection of cartil-
age at the front of the neck.

adapt /a'daept/ v. 1 a (foll. by to) fit,
adjust (one thing to another). b (foll. by



adaptor

to, for) make suitable for a purpose. ¢
modify (esp. a text for broadcasting
etc.). 2 (also refl., usu. foll. by to) adjust
to new conditions. 1 adaptable adj.
adaptation /adaep'terf(e)n/ n. [Latin:
related to Ap-, APT]

adaptor n. 1 device for making equip-
ment compatible. 2 device for connect-
ing several electrical plugs to one
socket.

add v. 1join (one thing to another) as an
increase or supplement. 2 put together
(numbers) to find their total. 3 say
further. 0 add in include. add up 1 find
the total of. 2 (foll. by f0) amount to. 3
collog. make sense. [Latin addo]

addendum /a'dendem/ n. (pl -da) 1
thing to be added. 2 material added at
the end of a book.

adder n. small venomous snake, esp.
the common viper. [Old English, ori-
ginally nadder)

addict /'=dikt/ n. 1 person addicted, esp.
to a drug. 2 colloq. devotee (film addict).
[Latin: related to Ap-, dico say]

addicted /s'diktid/ adj. 1 (usu. foll. by
to) dependent on a drug etc. as a habit. 2
devoted to an interest. o addiction
[e'dikf(a)n/ n.

addictive adj. causing addiction.

addition /a'dif(e)n/ n. 1 adding. 2 per-
son or thing added. 0 in addition (often
foll. by o) also, as well (as). [Latin:
related to App]

additional adj. added, extra, supple-
mentary. 0 additionally adv.

additive /'zditiv/ n. substance added to
improve another, esp. to colour, fla-
vour, or preserve food. [Latin: related to
ADD]

addle /'zd(s)]/ v. (-ling) 1 muddle, con-
fuse. 2 (usu. as addled adj.) (of an egg)
become rotten. [Old English, = filth]

address /o'dres/ —n. 1 a place where a
person lives or an organization is situ-
ated. b particulars of this, esp. for postal
purposes. ¢ Computing location of an
item of stored information. 2 discourse
to an audience. —v. 1 write postal direc-
tions on (an envelope etc.). 2 direct
(remarks etc.). 3 speak or write to, esp.
formally. 4 direct one’s attention to. §
Golf take aim at (the ball). o address
oneself to 1 speak or write to. 2 attend
to. [French: related to AD-, DIRECT]
addressee /,&dre'si:/ n. person to whom
a letter etc. is addressed.

adduce /o'dju:s/ v. (-cing) cite as an
instance or as proof or evidence. O
adducible adj. [Latin: related to AD-,
duco lead]

adenoids /'zdinoidz/ n.pl area of
enlarged lymphatic tissue between the
nose and the throat, often hindering

adjunct

breathing in the young. o adenoidal
/-'no1d(a)1/ adj. [Greek adén gland]

adept ['zdept/ —adj. (foll. by at, in)
skilful. —n. adept person. [Latin adipis-
cor adept- attain]

adequate ['zdikwat/ adj. sufficient,
satisfactory. © adequacy n. ad-
equately adv. [Latin: related to Ap-,
EQUATE]

a deux [a:'ds:/ adv. & adj. for or between
two. [French]

adhere /ad'h1a(r)/ v. (-ring) 1 (usu. foll.
by o) stick fast to a substance etc. 2 (foll.
by to) behave according to (a rule,
undertaking, etc.). 3 (foll. by o) give
allegiance. [Latin haereo stick]

adherent —n. supporter. —adj. sticking,
adhering. o adherence n.

adhesion /ad'hi:3(e)n/ n. 1 adhering. 2
unnatural union of body tissues due to
inflammation.

adhesive /ad'hi:siv/ —adj. sticky, caus-
ing adhesion. —n. adhesive substance.
o0 adhesiveness n.

ad hoc /=d 'hok/ adv. & adj. for one
particular occasion or use. [Latin]

adieu /a'dju:/ int. goodbye. [French, =
to God]

ad infinitum /=d nfi'naitem/ adv.
without limit; for ever. [Latin]

adipose /'zdi,peuz/ adj. of fat; fatty
(adipose tissue). 0 adiposity /-'positi/
n. [Latin adeps fat]

adjacent /o'dzers(a)nt/ adj. (often foll.
by to) lying near; adjoining. o adja-
cency n. [Latin jaceo lie]

adjective /'zd3iktiv/ n. word used to
describe or modify a noun or pronoun.
o adjectival /adzik'tarv(a)l/ adj.
[Latin jaceo lie]

adjoin /a'd301n/ v. be next to and joined
with. [Latin jungo join]

adjourn /a'd33:n/ v. 1 put off, postpone;
break off (a meeting etc.) temporarily. 2
(of a meeting) break and disperse or
(foll. by to) transfer to another place
(adjourned to the pub). o adjourn-
ment n. [Latin: related to Ap-, diurnum
day]

adjudge /o'd3ad3/ v. (-ging) 1 pro-
nounce judgement on (a matter). 2 pro-
nounce or award judicially. 0 adjudge-
ment n. (also adjudgment). [Latin
Jjudex judge]

adjudicate /a'd3u:drkert/ v. (-ting) 1 act
as judge in a competition, court, etc. 2
adjudge. 0 adjudication /-'keif(e)n/ n.
adjudicative adj. adjudicator n.

adjunct /'=d3agkt/ n. 1 (foll. by to, of)
subordinate or incidental thing. 2
Gram. word or phrase used to explain or
amplify the predicate, subject, etc.
[Latin: related to ADJOIN]




adjure

adjure /o'd3ua(r)/ v. (-ring) (usu. foll. by
to + infin.) beg or command.  ad-
juration /azd3ve'reif(e)n/ n. [Latin
adjuro put to oath: related to JURY]
adjust /a'd3ast/ v. 1 order or position;
regulate; arrange. 2 (usu. foll. by fo)
become or make suited; adapt. 3 har-
monize (discrepancies). 4 assess (loss
or damages). 11 adjustable adj. ad-
justment n. [Latin juxta near]
adjutant /'zd3vt(e)nt/ n. 1 a army of-
ficer assisting a superior in adminis-
trative duties. b assistant. 2 (in full
adjutant bird) giant Indian stork.
[Latin: related to AD-, juvo jut- help]
ad lib /zd 'lib/ —v. (-bb-) improvise.
—adj. improvised. —adv. as one pleases,
to any desired extent. [abbreviation of
Latin ad libitum according to pleasure]
admin /'zdmin/ n. collog. administra-
tion. [abbreviation]
administer /od'minista(r)/ v. 1 manage
(business affairs etc.). 2 a deliver or
dispense, esp. formally (a punishment,
sacrament, etc.). b (usu. foll. by to)
direct the taking of (an oath). [Latin:
related to AD-, MINISTER]
administrate /od'mini streit/ v. (-ting)
administer (esp. business affairs); act as
an administrator.
administration /od minr'streif(a)n/ n.
1 administering, esp. public affairs. 2
government in power.
administrative /od'mimistrativ/ adj.
of the management of affairs.
administrator /ad'ministrerta(r)/ n.
manager of a business, public affairs, or
a person’s estate.
admirable /'z=dmerab(s)l/ adj. deserv-
ing admiration; excellent. admir-
ably adv. [Latin: related to ADMIRE]
admiral /'z2dmer(e)l/ n. 1 a commander-
in-chief of a navy. b high-ranking
naval officer, commander. 2 any of vari-
ous butterflies. [Arabic: related to AMIR]
Admiralty n. (pl. -ies) (in full Admir-
alty Board) hist. committee superin-
tending the Royal Navy.
admiration /zdme'reif(®)n/ n. 1 re-
spect; warm approval or pleasure. 2
object of this.
admire /ad'maia(r)/ v. (-ring) 1 regard
with approval, respect, or satisfaction. 2
express admiration of. 0 admirer n.
admiring adj. admiringly adv.
[Latin: related to AD-, miror wonder at]
admissible /ad'misib(e)l/ adj. 1 (of an
idea etc.) worth accepting or consider-
ing. 2 Law allowable as evidence. [Latin:
related to ADMIT] .
admission /ed'mif(e)n/ n. 1 acknow-
ledgement (admission of error). 2 a
process or right of entering. b charge for
this (admission is £5).

adrenalin

admit /od'mit/ v. (-tt-) 1 (often foll. by 0
be, or that + clause) acknowledge;
recognize as true. 2 (foll. by t0) confess
to (a deed, fault, etc.). 3 allow (a person)
entrance, access, etc. 4 take (a patient)
into hospital. 5 (of an enclosed space)
accommodate. 6 (foll. by of) allow as
possible. [Latin mitto miss- send])

admittance n. admitting or being ad-
mitted, usu. to a place.

admittedly adv. as must be admitted.

admixture /=d'mikstfa(r)/ n. 1 thing
added, esp. a minor ingredient. 2 adding
of this.

admonish /ad'monif/ v. 1 reprove. 2
urge, advise. 3 (foll. by of) warn.
o admonishment n. admonition
/@dma'nif(e)n/ n. admonitory adj.
[Latin moneo warn]

ad nauseam /zd 'no:z1,@m/ adv. exces-
sively; disgustingly. [Latin, = to sick-
ness]

ado /a'du:/ n. fuss, busy activity; trouble.
[from AT, DO': originally in much ado =
much to do] :

adobe /s'doubi/ n. 1 sun-dried brick. 2
clay for making these. [Spanish]

adolescent /zdo'les(e)nt/ —adj.
between childhood and adulthood. —n.
adolescent person. = adolescence n.
[Latin adolesco grow up]

Adonis /a'deunis/ n. handsome young
man. [Latin, name of a youth loved by
Venus]

adopt /a'dopt/ v. 1legally take (a person)
into a relationship, esp. another’s child
as one’s own. 2 choose (a course of
action etc.). 3 take over (another’s idea
etc.). 4 choose as a candidate for office. 5
accept responsibility for the mainten-
ance of (a road etc.). 6 accept or approve
(areport, accounts, etc.). () adoption n.
[Latin: related to Ap-, oPT]

adoptive adj. because of adoption
(adoptive son). [Latin: related to ADOPT]

adorable /a'do:rab(a)l/ adj. 1 deserving
adoration. 2 collog. delightful, charm-
ing.

adore /2'do:(r)/ v. (-ring) 1 love intense-
ly. 2 worship as divine. 3 collog. like
very much. " adoration /@da're1f(e)n/
n. adorer n. [Latin adoro worship]

adorn /a'do:n/ v. add beauty to;
decorate. adornment n. [Latin:
related to AD-, orno decorate]

adrenal /a'dri:n(a)l/ —adj. 1 at or near
the kidneys. 2 of the adrenal glands. —n.
(in full adrenal gland) either of two
ductless glands above the kidneys, se-
creting adrenalin. [from AD-, RENAL]

adrenalin /o'drenalin/ n. (also adren-
aline) 1 stimulative hormone secreted
by the adrenal glands. 2 this extracted
or synthesized for medicinal use.



adrift

adrift /o'drift/ adv. & predic.adj. 1 drift-
ing. 2 powerless; aimless. 3 collog. a
unfastened. b out of order, wrong
(plans went adrift).

adroit /a'droit/ adj. dexterous, skilful.
[French a droit according to right]

adsorb /ad'so:b/ v. (usu. of a solid) hold

(molecules of a gas or liquid etc.) to its
surface, forming a thin film. - adsorb-
ent adj. & n. adsorption n. [from AD-,
ABSORB]

adulation /=dju'leif(e)n/ n. obsequi-
ous flattery. [Latin adulor fawn on]

adult /'adalt/ —adj. 1 mature, grown-up.

2 (attrib.) of or for adults (adult educa-
tion). —n. adult person. ' adulthood n.
[Latin adolesco adultus grow up]

adulterate /a'dalta,rert/ v. (-ting) de-
base (esp. foods) by adding other sub-
stances. | adulterant adj. & n. adul-
teration /-'reif(s)n/ n. [Latin adultero
corrupt]

adulterer /s'daltera(r)/ n. (fem. adul-
teress) person who commits adultery.

adultery n. voluntary sexual inter-
course between a married person and

a person other than his or her spouse.

 adulterous adj.

adumbrate /'adam breit/ v. (-ting) 1
indicate faintly or in outline. 2 fore-
shadow. 3 overshadow. = adumbra-
tion /-'breif(e)n/ n. [Latin: related to
AD-, umbra shade]

advance /ad'va:ns/ —v. (-cing) 1 move
or put forward; progress. 2 pay or lend
(money) beforehand. 3 promote (a per-
son, cause, etc.). 4 present (a suggestion
etc.). 5 (as advanced adj.) a well ahead.
b socially progressive. —n. 1 going for-
ward; progress. 2 prepayment; loan. 3
(in pl.) amorous approaches. 4 rise in
price. —attrib. adj. done or supplied
beforehand (advance warning). © ad-
vance on approach threateningly. in
advance ahead in place or time. [Latin:
related to AB-, ante before]

advanced level n. high level of GCE
examination.

advancement n. promotion of a per-
son, cause, or plan.

advantage /od'va:ntid3/ —n. 1 bene-
ficial feature. 2 benefit, profit. 3 (often
foll. by over) superiority. 4 (in tennis)
the next point after deuce. —v. (-ging)
benefit, favour. | take advantage of 1
make good use of. 2 exploit, esp.
unfairly. 3 euphem. seduce. ©: advant-
ageous /.zdvan'terdzas/ adj. [French:
related to ADVANCE]

Advent /'zdvent/ n. 1 season before
Christmas. 2 coming of Christ. 3
(advent) important arrival. [Latin
adventus from venio come])

- adviser

Adventist n. member of a Christian
sect believing in the imminent second
coming of Christ.
adventitious /,zdven'tifas/ adj. 1 acci-
dental, casual. 2 added from outside. 3
Biol. formed accidentally or under
unusual conditions. [Latin: related to
ADVENT]
adventure /ad'ventfa(r)/ —n. 1 unusual
and exciting experience. 2 enterprise
(spirit of adventure). —v. (-ring) dare,
venture; engage in adventure. [Latin:
related to ADVENT]
adventure playground n. play-
ground with climbing-frames, building
blocks, etc.
adventurer n. (fem. adventuress) 1
person who seeks adventure, esp. for
personal gain or enjoyment. 2 financial
speculator.
adventurous
enterprising.
adverb /'zdvs:b/ n. word indicating
manner, degree, circumstance, etc.,
used to modify an adjective, verb, or
other adverb (e.g. gently, quite, then).

1 adverbial /ad'va:bial/ adj. [Latin:
related to Ap-, verbum word, VERB]
adversary /'zdvesari/ n. (pl. -ies) en-
emy, opponent. . adversarial /-'sesrial/
adj.

adverse ['zdvs:s/ adj. unfavourable;
harmful. adversely adv. [Latin:
related to AD-, verto vers- turn]

adversity /od'va:siti/ n. misfortune,
distress.

advert /'zdvs:t/ n. collog. advertise-
ment. [abbreviation]

advertise [‘zdvetaiz/ v. (-sing) 1
promote (goods or services) publicly to
increase sales. 2 make generally known.
3 (often foll. by for) seek by a notice in a
newspaper etc. to buy, employ, sell, etc.
[French avertir: related to ADVERSE]

advertisement /ad'va:itisment/ n. 1
public announcement, esp. of goods etc.
for sale or wanted, vacancies, etc. 2
advertising. [French avertissement:
related to ADVERSE] 1

advice /ad'vais/ n. 1 recommendation
on how to act. 2 information given;
news. 3 formal notice of a transaction.

advisable /ad'vaizab(s)l/ adj. to be
recommended, expedient. 0 advisab-
ility /-'brliti/ n.

advise /ad'vaiz/ v. (-sing) 1 (also absol.)
give advice to. 2 recommend (advised
me to rest). 3 (usu. foll. by of, or that +
clause) inform. [Latin: related to AD-,
video vis- see]

advisedly /ed'varzidli/ adv. after due
consideration; deliberately.

adviser n. (also advisor) person who
advises, esp. officially.

adj. venturesome,




advisory

m Usage The variant advisor is fairly
common, but is considered incorrect by
many people.

advisory adj. giving advice (advisory
body).

advocaat /zdva'kait/ n. liqueur of
eggs, sugar, and brandy. [Dutch, = Ap-
VOCATE]

advocacy /'advekasi/ n. support or ar-
gument for a cause, policy, etc.

advocate —n. /'=dvakat/ 1 (foll. by of)
person who supports or speaks in
favour. 2 person who pleads for
another, esp. in a lawcourt. —v.
/'@&dvas kert/ (-ting) recommend by argu-
ment. [Latin: related to Ap-, voco call]

adze /zdz/ n. (US adz) tool like an axe,
with an arched blade at right angles to
the handle. [Old English]

aegis /'i:d3is/ n. protection; support.
[Greek aigis shield of Zeus or Athene]

aeolian harp /i‘'aulian/ n. stringed
instrument or toy sounding when the
wind passes through it. [Latin Aeolus
wind-god, from Greek]

aeon /'i:ion/ n. (also eon) 1 long or
indefinite period. 2 an age. [Latin from
Greek]

aerate /'esrert/ v. (-ting) 1 charge (a
liquid) with carbon dioxide. 2 expose to
air. 7 aeration /-'re1f(a)n/ n. [Latin aer
AIR]

aerial /'ear1al/ —n. device for transmit-
ting or receiving radio waves. —adj. 1 by
or from the air; involving aircraft
(aerial attack). 2 existing in the air. 3
of or like air. [Greek: related to AIR]

aero- comb. form air; aircraft. [Greek
aero- from aér air)

aerobatics /.eara'batiks/ n.pl. 1 spec-
tacular flying of aircraft, esp. to enter-
tain. 2 (as sing.) performance of these.
[from AERO-, after ACROBATICS]

aerobics /eo'raubiks/ n.pl. vigorous
exercises designed to increase oxygen
intake. — aerobic adj. [from AERO-,
Greek bios life]

aerodrome /'ears,draum/ n. small air-
port or airfield. [from AERO-, Greek
dromos course]

aerodynamics | esraudarna@miks/
n.pl. (usu. treated as sing.) dynamics
of solid bodies moving through air.
© aerodynamic adj.

aerofoil /esrsforl/ n. structure with
curved surfaces (e.g. a wing, fin, or
tailplane) designed to give lift in flight.

aeronautics /esrau'no:tiks/ n.pl. (usu.
treated as sing.) science or practice of
motion in the air. = aeronautic adj.
aeronautical adj. [from AERO-, NAUT-
ICAL]

affiliate

aeroplane /eesrsplein/ n. powered
heavier-than-air flying vehicle with
fixed wings. [French: related to AERO-,
PLANE!]

aerosol /'earasol/ n. 1 pressurized con-
tainer releasing a substance as a fine
spray. 2 system of minute particles sus-
pended in gas (e.g. fog or smoke). [from
AERO-, SOL]

aerospace [‘esarauspers/ n. 1 earth’s
atmosphere and outer space. 2 aviation
in this.

aesthete /'i:s8i:t/ n. person who has or
professes a special appreciation of
beauty. [Greek aisthanomai perceive]
aesthetic /i:s'detik/ —adj. 1 of or sens-
itive to beauty. 2 artistic, tasteful. —n.
(in pl.) philosophy of beauty, esp. in art.
= aesthetically adv. aestheticism
/-,s1z(3)m/ n.

aetiology /,i:tr'olad31/ n. (US etiology)
study of causation or of the causes of
disease. .. aetiological /-a'lnd3tk(a)l/
adj. [Greek aitia cause]

AF abbr. audio frequency.

afar /s'fa:(r)/ adv. at or to a distance.

affable /'zfab(3)l/ adj. 1 friendly. 2 cour-
teous. = affability /-'biliti/ n. affably
adv. [Latin affabilis]

affair /a'fea(r)/ n. 1 matter, concern, or
thing to be attended to (that is my
affair). 2 a celebrated or notorious hap-
pening. b collog. thing or event (puz-
zling affair). 3 = LOVE AFFAIR. 4 (in pl.)
public or private business. [French a
faire to do]

affect /o'fekt/ v. 1 a produce an effect on.
b (of disease etc.) attack. 2 move emo-
tionally. 3 pretend (affected ignorance).
4 pose as or use for effect (affects the
aesthete; affects fancy hats). — affect-
ing adj. affectingly adv. [Latin afficio
affect- influence]

m Usage Affect should not be confused
with effect, meaning ‘to bring about’.
Note also that effect is used as a noun as
well as a verb.

affectation | zfek'teif(a)n/ n. 1 artifi-
cial manner. 2 (foll. by of) studied dis-
play. 3 pretence.

affected /o'fektid/ adj. 1 pretended, arti-
ficial. 2 full of affectation.

affection /a'fek f(a)n/ n. 1 goodwill, fond
feeling. 2 disease; diseased condition.

affectionate /o'fekfanat/ adj. loving,
fond. — affectionately adv.

affidavit /fi'dervit/ n. written state-
ment confirmed by oath. [Latin, = has
stated on oath]

affiliate /a'fil1,ert/ —v. (-ting) (foll. by to,
with) attach, adopt, or connect as a
member or branch. —n. affiliated person
etc. [Latin: related to FILIAL]




affiliation

affiliation /s filr'e1f(a)n/ n. affiliating or
being affiliated.

affiliation order n. legal order against
the supposed father of an illegitimate
child for support.

affinity /o'finiti/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 liking or
attraction; feeling of kinship. 2 relation-
ship, esp. by marriage. 3 similarity of
structure or character suggesting a
relationship. 4 Chem. the tendency of
certain substances to combine with
others. [Latin finis border])

affirm /o'f3:m/ v. 1 assert, state as a
fact. 2 Law make a solemn declaration
in place of an oath. affirmation
/eefa'meif(a)n/ n. [Latin: related to
FIRM']

affirmative /o'fs:motiv/ —adj. affirm-
ing; expressing approval. —n. affirm-
ative statement or word etc.

affix —v. /o'fiks/ 1 attach, fasten. 2 add in
writing. —n. /'efiks/ 1 addition. 2 Gram.
prefix or suffix. [Latin: related to FIx]

afflict /a'flikt/ v. distress physically or
mentally. [Latin fligo flict- strike down)

affliction /a'flikf(a)n/ n. 1 distress, suf-
fering. 2 cause of this.

affluent /'=fluant/ adj. wealthy, rich.
affluence n. [Latin: related to FLUENT)

afford /o'fo:d/ v. 1 (prec. by can or be able
to) a have enough money, time, etc., for;
be able to spare. b be in a position (can’t
afford to be critical). 2 provide (affords
a view of the sea). [Old English ge- prefix
implying completeness, FORTH]

afforest /a'forist/ v. 1 convert into forest.
2 plant with trees. = afforestation
/-'sterf(a)n/ n. [Latin: related to FOREST]

affray /o'fre1/ n. breach of the peace by
fighting or rioting in public. [Anglo-
French = ‘remove from peace’)

affront /a'frant/ —n. open insult. —v.
insult openly; offend, embarrass. [Latin:
related to FRONT]

Afghan /'zfgen/ -n. 1 a native or
national of Afghanistan. b person of
Afghan descent. 2 official language of
Afghanistan. —adj. of Afghanistan.
[Pashto)

Afghan hound r. tall hunting dog with
long silky hair.

aficionado /s fisjo'na:deuv/ n. (pl. -s)
devotee of a sport or pastime. [Spanish]

afield /o'fi:ld/ adv. to or at a distance

(ezsp.far afield). [Old English: related to

A%]

aflame /a'fletm/ adv. & predic.adj. 1 in
flames. 2 very excited.

afloat /o'flavt/ adv. & predic.adj. 1 float-
ing. 2 at sea. 3 out of debt or difficulty. 4
current. [Old English: related to a%]

afoot /a'fut/ adv. & predic.adj. in opera-
tion; progressing.

after-effect

afore /a'fo:(r)/ prep. & adv. archaic
before; previously; in front (of). [Old
English: related to A2

afore- comb. form before, previously
(aforementioned; aforesaid).

aforethought adj. premeditated (fol-
lowing a noun: malice aforethought).

afraid /e'frerd/ predic. adj. alarmed,

frightened. = be afraid collog. politely
regret (I'm afraid we'’re late). [ori-
ginally past part. of AFFRAY]

afresh /o'fref/ adv. anew; with a fresh
beginning. [earlier of fresh]

African /'=zfriken/ —n. 1 native (esp.
dark-skinned) of Africa. 2 person of
African descent. —adj. of Africa. [Latin]

African elephant n. the elephant of
Africa, larger than that of India.

African violet n. house-plant with
velvety leaves and blue, purple, or pink
flowers.

Afrikaans | 2fri'ka:ns/ n. language de-
rived from Dutch, used in S. Africa.
[Dutch, = ‘African’]

Afrikaner /afri'’ka:na(r)/ n. Afrikaans-
speaking White person in S. Africa, esp.
of Dutch descent.

Afro /['zfrau/ —adj. (of hair) tightly-
curled and bushy. —n. (pl. -s) Afro hair-
style.

Afro- comb. form African.

Afro-American /,eefrove'meriken/
—adj. of American Blacks or their cul-
ture. —n. American Black.

Afro-Caribbean /afroukeari'bien/
—n. Caribbean person of African des-
cent. —adj. of Afro-Caribbeans.

aft /a:ft/ adv. Naut. & Aeron. at or to-
wards the stern or tail. [earlier baft)

after /'a:fta(r)/ —prep. 1 following in
time; later than (after a week). 2in view
of, in spite of (after what you did what
do you expect?; after all my efforts I still
lost). 3 behind (shut the door after you).
4 in pursuit or quest of (run after them).
5 about, concerning (asked after her).
6 in allusion to (named after the prince).
7 in imitation of (a painting after
Rubens). 8 next in importance to (best
one after mine). —conj. later than (left
after they arrived). —adv. 1 later (soon
after). 2 behind (followed on after).
—adj. 11ater, following (in after years). 2
Naut. nearer the stern (after cabins). —
after all in spite of everything (after all,
what does it matter?). after one’s own
heart to one’s taste. [Old English]
afterbirth n. placenta etc. discharged
from the womb after childbirth.
after-care n. attention after leaving
hospital etc.

after-effect n. delayed effect following
an accident, trauma, etc.




afterglow

afterglow n. glow remaining after its
source has disappeared.

afterlife n. life after death.
aftermath /a:ftoma6/ n. 1 con-
sequences, esp. unpleasant (aftermath
of war). 2 new grass growing after
mowing. [from AFTER, math mowing]
afternoon /a:fte'nu:n/ n. time from
noon or lunch-time to evening.
afterpains n.pl. pains caused by con-
traction of the womb after childbirth.
afters n.pl. collog. = DESSERT 1.

aftershave n. lotion used after
shaving.
aftertaste n. taste after eating or
drinking.

afterthought n. thing thought of or
added later.
afterwards /'a:ftowadz/ adv. (US after-
ward) later, subsequently. [Old Eng-
lish: related to AFTER, -WARD]
Ag symb. silver. [Latin argentum)
again /o'gen/ adv. 1 another time; once
more. 2 as previously (home again; well
again). 3 in addition (as much again).
4 further, besides (again, what about
you?). 5 on the other hand (I might, and
again I might not). ~ again and again
repeatedly. [Old English]
against /o'genst/ prep. 1in opposition to
(fight against crime). 2 into collision or
in contact with (lean against the wall).
3 to the disadvantage of (my age is
against me). 4 in contrast to (against a
| dark background). 5 in anticipation of
(against his coming; against the cold).
6 as a compensating factor to (income
against expenditure). 7 in return for
(issued against payment of the fee).
against the grain see GRAIN. against
time see TIME. [from AGAIN, with in-
flectional -s]
agape /o'geIp/ predic. adj. gaping, open-
| mouthed. [from A°]
agaric /'zgerik/ n. fungus with a cap
and stalk, e.g. the common mushroom.
| [Greek agarikon]
| agate /'zget/ n. hard usu. streaked chal-
cedony. [Greek akhates)
agave /a'gervi/ n. plant with rosettes of
narrow spiny leaves and flowers on tall
stem. [Agave, name of a woman in
Greek mythology]
. age —n. 1length of time that a person or
thing has existed. 2 a collog. (ofteninpl.)
a long time (waited for ages). b distinct
historical period (Bronze Age). 3 old
age. —v. (ageing) 1 show or cause to
show signs of advancing age. 2 grow
old. 3 mature. come of age reach
adult status (esp. Law at 18, formerly
21). [Latin aetas]

aggregate

-age suffix forming nouns denoting: 1
action (breakage). 2 condition (bond-
age). 3 aggregate or number (coverage;
acreage). 4 ‘cost (postage). 5 result
(wreckage). 6 place or abode (anchor-
age; orphanage). [Latin -aticus]

aged adj. 1 /erd3d/ (predic.) of the age of
(aged 3). 2 |'erdz1d/ old.

ageism n. prejudice or discrimination
on grounds of age. . ageist adj. & n.

ageless adj. 1 never growing or appear-
ing old. 2 eternal.

agelong adj. existing for a very long
time.

agency /'erd3ansi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 business
or premises of an agent. 2 action; inter-
vention (free agency; by the agency of
God). [Latin: related to AcT]

agenda /o'dzenda/ n. (pl -s) 1 list of
items to be considered at a meeting. 2
things to be done.

agent /'erd3(a)nt/ n. 1 a person who acts
for another in business etc. b spy. 2
person or thing that exerts power or
produces an effect.

agent provocateur |a:3G pra,voka
'ta:(r)/ n. (pl. agents provocateurs
pronunc. same) person used to tempt
suspected offenders to self-incriminat-
ing action. [French, = provocative
agent]

age of consent n. age at which consent
to sexual intercourse is valid in law.

age-old adj. very long-standing.

agglomerate —v. (-ting) /a'gloma,reit/
collect into a mass. —n. /a'glomarat/
mass, esp. of fused volcanic fragments.
—adj. [2'glomarat/ collected into a mass.
agglomeration /-'rerf(s)n/ n. [Latin
glomus -meris ball]

agglutinate /o'glu:tinert/ v. (-ting)
stick as with glue. agglutination
/-'neif(a)n/ n. agglutinative /-nativ/
adj. [Latin: related to GLUTEN]

aggrandize /o'grzendaiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) 1 increase the power,
rank, or wealth of. 2 make seem greater.

aggrandizement /-dizmant/ n.
[French: related to GRAND]

aggravate /'agra,veit/ v. (-ting) 1 make
worse or more serious. 2 annoy. = ag-
gravation /-'veif(a)n/ n. [Latin gravis
heavy]

m Usage The use of aggravate in sense
2 is regarded by some people as incor-
rect, but it is common in informal use.

aggregate —n. /‘@grigat/ 1 sum total,
amount assembled. 2 crushed stone etc.
used in making concrete. 3 rock formed
of a mass of different particles or min-
erals. —adj. [‘zgrigst/ combined, col-
lective, total. —v. /[‘&grigert/ (-ting) 1
collect, combine into one mass. 2 collog.




aggression

amount to. 3 unite. i1 in the aggregate
as a whole. 0 aggregation /-'gerf(a)n/
n. aggregative /'®gri,gertiv/ adj. [Latin
grex greg- flock]

aggression /e'gref(e)n/ n. 1 unpro-
voked attacking or attack. 2 hostile or
destructive behaviour. [Latin gradior
gress- walk]

aggressive /o'gresiv/ adj. 1 given to
aggression; hostile. 2 forceful, self-
assertive. 0 aggressively adv.
aggressor n. person or party that
attacks without provocation.

aggrieved /a'gri:vd/ adj. having a
grievance. [French: related to GRIEF]

aggro [‘zgrau/ n. slang 1 aggressive
hostility. 2 trouble, difficulty. [abbrevi-
ation of aggravation or aggression])

aghast /a'ga:st/ predic. adj. filled with
dismay or consternation. [past part. of
obsolete (a)gast frighten]

agile ['=d3ail/ adj. quick-moving,
nimble, active. 0 agility /e'd3ilit/ n.
[Latin agilis: related to Act]

agitate /'=d31 tert/ v. (-ting) 1 disturb or
excite (a person or feelings). 2 (often foll.
by for, against) campaign, esp. polit-
ically (agitated for tax reform). 3 shake
briskly. 0 agitation /-'te1rf(a)n/ n. agit-
ator n. [Latin agito: related to AcT]

aglow /a'glau/ predic. adj. glow ng.

AGM abbr. annual general meeting.

agnail /'=gne1l/ n. piece of torn skin at
the root of a fingernail; resulting sore-
ness. [Old English, = tight (metal) nail,
hard excrescence in flesh]

agnostic /aeg'nostik/ —n. person who
believes that the existence of God is
not provable. —adj. of agnosticism.
o0 agnosticism /-s1z(@)m/ n. [from a-,
GNOSTIC]

ago /e'gau/ adv. (prec. by duration)
earlier, in the past. [originally agone=
gone by]

agog /a'gng/ predic. adj. eager, expect-
ant. [French gogue fun)

agonize /'zgenaiz/ v. (also -ise) (-zing
or -sing) 1 undergo (esp. mental)
anguish; suffer or cause to suffer agony.
2 (as agonized adj.) expressing agony
(an agonized look).

agony /'zgani/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 extreme
mental or physical suffering. 2 severe
struggle. [Greek agon struggle]

agony aunt n. collog. person (esp. a
woman) who answers letters in an
agony column.

agony column n. collog. 1 column in a
magazine etc. offering personal advice
to correspondents. 2 = PERSONAL
COLUMN.

agoraphobia /zgera'fovbia/ n. abnor-
mal fear of open spaces or public places.

aide

0 agoraphobic adj. & n. [Greek agora
market-place]

agrarian /a'gresrion/—adj. 1 of theland
or its cultivation. 2 of landed property.
—n. advocate of the redistribution of
land. [Latin ager field]

agree /a'gri:/ v. (-ees, -eed, -eeing) 1
hold the same opinion (I agree with
you). 2 consent (agreed to go). 3 (often
foll. by with) a become or be in har-
mony. b suit (fish didn’t agree with
him). ¢ Gram. have the same number,
gender, case, or person as. 4 reach
agreement about (agreed a price). 5
(foll. by on) decide mutually on (agreed
on a compromise). 0 be agreed be
of one opinion. [Latin: related to Ap-,
gratus pleasing]

agreeable adj. 1 pleasing, pleasant. 2
willing to agree. 0 agreeably adv.

agreement n. 1 act or state of agreeing.
2 arrangement or contract.

agriculture /'2grikaltfa(r)/ n. cultiva-
tion of the soil and rearing of animals.
o agricultural /-kaltfer(s)l/ adj.
agriculturalist /-'kaltferalist/ n.
[Latin ager field]

agrimony /'zgrimsni/ n. (pl. -ies) per-
ennial plant with small yellow flowers.
[Greek argemaoné poppy]

agronomy /a'gronami/ n. science of
soil management and crop production.
0 agronomist n. [Greek agros land]

aground /s'gravnd/ predic. adj. & adv.
on or on to the bottom of shallow water
(run aground).

ague /'eigju:/ n. 1 hist. malarial fever. 2
shivering fit. [Latin: related to ACUTE]

AH abbr. in the year of the Hegira (aD
622); of the Muslim era. [Latin anno
Hegirae)

ah /a:/ int. expressing surprise, pleas-
ure, realization, etc. [French a]

aha /a:'ha:/ int. expressing surprise, tri-
umph, mockery, etc. [from AH, Ha']

ahead /a'hed/ adv. 1 further forward in
space or time. 2 in the lead (ahead on
points).

ahem /o'hem/ int. used to attract atten-
tion, gain time, etc. [from HEM?]

ahoy /a'hor/ int. Naut. call used in hail-
ing. [from AH, HOY]

Al abbr. 1 artificial insemination. 2 arti-
ficial intelligence.

AID abbr. artificial insemination by
donor.

aid —n. 1 help. 2 person or thing that
helps. —v. 1 help. 2 promote (sleep will
aid recovery). 0 in aid of 1 in support of.
2 collog. for the purpose of (what’s it all
in aid of?). [Latin: related to AD-, juvo
help]

aide /erd/ n. 1 aide-de-camp. 2 esp. US
assistant. [French]




aide-de-camp

aide-de-camp /eid do 'kd/ n. (pl. aides-
-de-camp pronunc. same) officer assist-
ing a senior officer. [French]

Aids n. (also AIDS) acquired immune
deficiency syndrome, an often fatal
viral syndrome marked by severe loss
ofresistance to infection. [abbreviation]

ail v. 1 archaic (only in 3rd person
interrog. or indefinite constructions)
trouble or afflict (what ails him?). 2
(usu. be ailing) be ill. [Old English]

aileron /‘eils,ron/ n. hinged flap on an
aeroplane wing. [French aile wing]

ailing adj. 1 ill. 2 in poor condition.

ailment n. minor illness or disorder.

aim -v. 1 intend or try; attempt (aim at
winning; aim to win). 2 (usu. foll. by at)
direct or point (a weapon, remark, etc.).
3 take aim. —n. 1 purpose or object. 2 the
directing of a weapon etc. at an object.

take aim direct a weapon etc. at

a target. [Latin aestimare reckon]

aimless adj. without aim or purpose. ©
aimlessly adv.

ain’t /emnt/ contr. collog. 1 am, is, or are
not. 2 have or has not.

m Usage The use of ain’t is usually
regarded as unacceptable in spoken and
written English.

air /ea(r)/ —n. 1 mixture mainly of
oxygen and nitrogen surrounding the
earth. 2 earth’s atmosphere; open space
in it; this as a place for flying aircraft. 3
a distinctive impression or manner (air
of mystery). b (esp. in pl.) pretentious-
ness (gave himself airs). 4 tune. 5 light
wind. —-v. 1 expose (clothes, aroom, etc.)
to fresh air or warmth to remove damp.
2 express and discuss publicly (an opin-
ion, question, grievance, etc.). 0 by air
by or in an aircraft. in the air 1 (of
opinions etc.) prevalent. 2 (of plans etc.)
uncertain. on (or off) the air being (or
not being) broadcast. [Greek aér]

airbase n. base for military aircraft.

air-bed n. inflatable mattress.

airborne adj. 1 transported by air. 2 (of
aircraft) in the air after taking off.

air-brick n. perforated brick used for
ventilation.

Airbus n. propr. short-haul passenger
aircraft.

Air Chief Marshal n. RAF officer of
high rank, above Air Marshal.

Air Commodore n. RAF officer next
above Group Captain.

air-conditioning n. 1 system for regu-
lating the humidity, ventilation, and
temperature in a building. 2 apparatus
for this. © air-conditioned adj.
aircraft n. (pl. same) machine capable
of flight, esp. an aeroplane or helicopter.

air terminal

aircraft-carrier n. warship carrying
and used as a base for aircraft.

aircraftman n. lowest rank in the
RAF. .

aircraftwoman n. lowest rank in the
WRAF.

aircrew n. crew of an aircraft.

air-cushion 7. 1 inflatable cushion. 2
layer of air supporting a hovercraft etc.

Airedale /'eaderl/ n. large terrier of a
rough-coated breed. [Airedale in York-
shire] “

airer n. stand for airing or drying
clothes etc.

airfield n. area with runway(s) for air-
craft.

air force n. branch of the armed forces
fighting in the air.

airgun n. gun using compressed air to
fire pellets.

airhead n. slang stupid or foolish per-
son.

air hostess n. stewardess in a pas-
senger aircraft.

airless adj. stuffy; still, calm.

air letter n. sheet of light paper form-
ing a letter for sending by airmail.

airlift —n. emergency transport of sup-
plies etc. by air. —v. transport thus.

airline n. public air transport system or
company.

airliner n. large passenger aircraft.

airlock n. 1 stoppage of the flow by an
air bubble in a pump or pipe. 2 compart-
ment permitting movement between
areas at different pressures.

airmail n. 1 system of transporting
mail by air. 2 mail carried by air.

airman n. pilot or member of an air-
craft crew, esp. in an air force.

Air Marshal n. RAF officer of high
rank, above Air Vice-Marshal.

airplane n. US = AEROPLANE.

air pocket n. apparent vacuum causing
an aircraft to drop suddenly.

airport n. airfield with facilities for
passengers and goods.

air raid n. attack by aircraft on ground
targets.

air rifle n. rifle using compressed air to
fire pellets.

airs and graces n.pl. affected manner.

airscrew n. aircraft propeller.

airship n. power-driven aircraft lighter
than air.

airsick adj. nauseous from air travel.

airspace n. air above a country and
subject to its jurisdiction.

air speed n. aircraft’s speed relative to
the air.

airstrip n. strip of ground for the take-
off and landing of aircraft.

air terminal n. building with trans-
port to and from an airport.



airtight

airtight adj. impermeable to air.

air traffic controller n. official who
controls air traffic by radio.

Air Vice-Marshal n. RAF officer of
high rank, just below Air Marshal.

airwaves n.pl. collog. radio waves used
in broadcasting.

airway n. recognized route of aircraft.

airwoman n. woman pilot or member
of an aircraft crew, esp. in an air force.

airworthy adj. (of an aircraft) fit to fly.

airy adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 well-ventilated,
breezy. 2 flippant, superficial. 3 light as
air. 4 ethereal. .1 airily adv.

airy-fairy adj. collog. unrealistic, im-
practical.

aisle /a1l/ n. 1 the part of a church on
either side of the nave, divided from it
by pillars. 2 passage between rows of
pews, seats, etc. [Latin ala wing]

aitch /eitf/ n. the letter H. [French ache)

aitchbone n. 1 rump bone of an animal.
2 cut of beef over this. [originally nache-
bone from Latin natis buttock]

ajar /a'd3a:(r)/ adv. & predic.adj. (of a
door) slightly open. [from a2, obsolete
char from Old English cerr a turn]

AKkela /a:'keila/ n. adult leader of Cub
Scouts. [name of the leader of the wolf-
pack in Kipling’s Jungle Book)

akimbo /a'’kimbau/ adv. (of the arms)
with hands on the hips and elbows
turned outwards. [originally- in kene-
bowe, probably from Old Norse]

akin /o'kin/ predic. adj. 1 related by
blood. 2 similar.

Al symb. aluminium.

-al suffix 1 (also -ial) forming adjectives
meaning ‘relating to, of the kind of
(central; tidal, dictatorial). 2 forming
nouns, esp. of verbal action (removal).
[Latin -alis]

a la |'z la:/ prep. in the manner of (@ la
russe). [French from A LA MODE]

alabaster /'zlsba:sta(r)/ —n. translu-
cent usu. white form of gypsum, used
for carving etc. —adj. 1 of alabaster. 2
white or smooth. [Greek alabastros]

a la carte /= la: 'ka:t/ adv. & adj. with
individually priced dishes. [French]

alacrity /a'lakriti/ n. briskness; cheer-
ful readiness. [Latin alacer brisk]

a la mode /2 la: 'maud/ adv. & adj. in
fashion; fashionable. [French]

alarm /s'la:m/ —n. 1 warning of danger
etc. 2 a warning sound or device. b =
ALARM CLOCK. 3 apprehension (filled
with alarm). —v. 1 frighten or disturb. 2
warn. ¢, alarming adj. alarmingly
adv. [Italian all’arme! to arms]

alarm clock n. clock that rings at a set
time.

alarmist n. person stirring up alarm.

alder

alas /a'lees/ int. expressing grief, pity, or
concern. [French: related to aH, Latin
lassus weary]

alb n. long white vestment worn by
Christian priests. [Latin albus white]
albatross /'zlbstros/ n. 1 a long-
winged, stout-bodied bird related to the
petrel. b encumbrance. 2 Golf score of
three strokes under par at any hole.
[alteration of alcatras, from Spanish
and Portuguese alcatraz from Arabic,
= the jug]

albeit /o:1'bi:1t/ conj. literary though. [all
be it]

albino /21'bi:nau/ n. (pl. -s) 1 person or
animal lacking pigment in the skin and
hair (which are white), and the eyes
(usu. pink). 2 plant lacking normal col-
ouring. 0 albinism /'zlbiniz(a)m/ n.
[Spanish and Portuguese: related to
ALB]

album /'zlbam/ n. 1 book for photo-
graphs, stamps, etc. 2 a long-playing
gramophone record. b set of these.
[Latin, = blank tablet, from albus
white]

albumen /'zlbjumin/ n. 1 egg-white. 2
substance found between the skin and
germ of many seeds, usu. the edible
part. [Latin: related to ALBUM]
albumin /'zlbjumin/ n. water-soluble
protein found in egg-white, milk, blood,
etc. 0 albuminous /zl'bju:minas/ adj.
alchemy [=zlkemi/ n.  medieval
chemistry, esp. seeking to turn base
metals into gold. 0 alchemist n. [Ar-
abic]

alcohol /'zlkahol/ n. 1 (in full ethyl
alcohol) colourless volatile inflam-
mable liquid, esp. as the intoxicant in
wine, beer, spirits, etc., and as a solvent,
fuel, etc. 2 liquor containing this. 3
Chem. any of many organic compounds
containing one or more hydroxyl
groups attached to carbon atoms. [Ar-
abic: related to KOHL]

alcoholic /zlka'holik/ —adj. of, like,
containing, or caused by alcohol. —n.
person suffering from alcoholism.
alcoholism /'zlkshpliz(8)m/ n. con-
dition resulting from addiction to alco-

hol.

alcove ['zlksuv/ n. recess, esp. in the
wall of a room. [Arabic, = the vault]
aldehyde /'zld1haid/ n. Chem. any of a
class of compounds formed by the oxida-
tion of alcohols. [from ALCOHOL, DE-,
HYDROGEN]

al dente |2l 'denti, -ter/ adj. (of pasta
etc.) cooked so as to be still firm when
bitten. [Italian, = ‘to the tooth’]

alder /'2:1da(r)/ n. tree related to the
birch. [Old English]




alderman

alderman /'so:ldemen/ n. esp. hist. co-
opted member of an English county or
borough council, next in dignity to the
mayor. [Old English aldor chief, MaN]

ale n. beer. [Old English]

aleatory /‘erliatari/ ad{'. depending on
chance. [Latin alea pIE®]

alehouse n. hist. tavern.

alembic /o'lembik/ n. 1 hist. apparatus
formerly used in distilling. 2 means of
refining or extracting. [Greek ambix,
-ixos cap of a still]

alert /a'13:t/ ~adj. 1 watchful, vigilant. 2
nimble, attentive. —n. 1 warning call or
alarm. 2 state or period of special vigil-
ance. —-v. (often foll. by to) warn.
[French alerte from Italian all’erta to
the watch-tower]

A level n. = ADVANCED LEVEL.

Alexander technique /zlig'za:n
da(r)/] n. technique for controlling
posture as an aid to well-being. [Alexan-
der, name of a physiotherapist]

alexandrine / 2lig'zendrain/ —adj. (of
a line of verse) having six iambic feet.

—n. alexandrine line. [French Alex-
andre, title of a romance using this
rietre]

alfalfa /=1'fzlfa/ n. clover-like plant
used for fodder. [Arabic, = a green
fodder]

alfresco /=I'freskav/ adv. & adj. in the
open air. [Italian]

alga /'zlga/ n. (pl. algae /-d3i:/) (usu. in
pl.) non-flowering stemless water-plant,
esp. seaweed and plankton. [Latin]

algebra ['zldzibra/ n. branch of
mathematics that uses letters etc. to
represent numbers and quantities. O
algebraic /-'brenk/ adj. [ultimately
from Arabic al-jabr, = reunion of
broken parts]

Algol /'zlgvl/ n. high-level computer
programming language. [from ALGO-
(RITHM), L(ANGUAGE)]

algorithm /'zlga r1d(a)m/ n. process or
set of rules used for calculation etc., esp.
with a computer. 0 algorithmic
/-'r1dmik/ adj. [Persian, name of a 9th-c.
mathematician al-Kuwarizmi)

alias /‘erlies/ —adv. also named or
known as. —n. assumed name. [Latin, =
at another time]

alibi /'zl1,ba1/ n. (pl. -s) 1 claim or proof
that one was elsewhere when a crime
etc. was committed. 2 informal excuse.
[Latin, = elsewhere]

m Usage The use of alibi in sense 2 is
considered incorrect by some people.

alien /‘erlion/ —adj. 1 (often foll. by t0)
unfamiliar; unacceptable or repugnant.
2 foreign. 3 of beings from other worlds.
—n. 1 foreign-born resident who is not

alkene

naturalized. 2 a being from another
world. [Latin alius other]

alienable adj. Law able to be trans-
ferred to new ownership.

alienate v. (-ting) 1 estrange, make
hostile. 2 transfer ownership of.
o alienation /-'ne1f(a)n/ n.

alight! /a'latt/ predic. adj. 1 on fire. 2 lit
up; excited. [on a light (= lighted) fire]

alight? /a'lart/ v. 1 (often foll. by from)
descend from a vehicle. 2 come to earth,
settle. [Old English]

align /a'lain/ v. 1 put or bring into line. 2
(usu. foll. by with) ally (oneself etc.)
with (a cause, party, etc.). = alignment
n. [French a ligne into line]

alike /a'laik/ —adj. (usu. predic.) similar,
like. —adv. in a similar way.

alimentary /zli'menteri/ adj. of or
providing food or nourishment. [Latin
alo nourish]

alimentary canal n. passage along
which food passes during digestion.

alimony /'zlimani/ n. money payable
to a spouse or former spouse after sep-
aration or divorce.

® Usage In UK usage this term has
been replaced by maintenance.

aliphatic | 2lr'faetik/ adj. Chem. of or-
ganic compounds in which carbon
atoms form open chains, not aromatic
rings. [Greek aleiphar -phat- fat]
aliquot /'zlikwot/ —adj. (of a part or
portion) contained by the whole an in-
tegral number of times (4 is an aliquot
part of 12). —n. 1 aliquot part. 2 (in
general use) any known fraction of a
whole; sample. [Latin, = several]
alive /a'la1v/ adj. (usu. predic.) 1living. 2
lively, active. 3 (foll. by to) aware of;
alert. 4 (foll. by with) swarming or
teeming with. [Old English: related to
A%, LIFE]

alkali /'zlke a1/ n. (pl. -s) 1 a any of a
class of substances that liberate hy-
droxide ions in water, usu. form caustic
or corrosive solutions, turn litmus blue,
and have a pH of more than 7, e.g.
caustic soda. b similar but weaker sub-
stance, e.g. sodium carbonate. 2 Chem.
any substance that reacts with or neut-
ralizes hydrogen ions. /' alkaline adj.
alkalinity /-liniti/ n. [Arabic, = the
calcined ashes]

alkaloid /'alke,loid/ n. nitrogenous or-
ganic compound of plant origin, e.g.
morphine, quinine.

alkane /['zlkemn/ n. Chem. saturated
aliphatic hydrocarbon having the
general formula C,H,,,, including
methane and ethane.

alkene /'zlki:n/ n. Chem. unsaturated
aliphatic hydrocarbon containing a




alkyne

double bond and having the general
formula C, H,,, including ethylene.
alkyne /'@lkain/ n. Chem. unsaturated
aliphatic hydrocarbon containing a
triple bond and having the general
formula C,H,, ,, including acetylene.
all /o:1/ =adj. 1 whole amount, quantity,
or extent of (all day; all his life; take it
all). 2 any whatever (beyond all doubt).
3 greatest possible (with all speed). —n.
1all persons or things concerned; every-
thing (all were present; all is lost). 2
(foll. by of) a the whole of (take all of it).
b every one of (all of us). ¢ collog. as
much as (all of six feet). d collog. in a
state of (all of a dither). 3 one’s whole
strength or resources (prec. by my,
your, etc.). 4 (in games) each (two goals
all). —adv. 1 a entirely, quite (was all in
black). b as an intensifier (stop all this
crying). 2 colloq. very (went all shy). 3
(foll. by the + compar.) to that, or the
utmost, extent (if they go, all the better;
made it all the worse). 1 all along from
the beginning. all and sundry every-
one. all but very nearly. all for collog.
strongly in favour of. all found with
board and lodging provided free. all in
colloq. exhausted. all in all everything
considered. all manner of every kind
of. all of a sudden suddenly. all one (or
the same) (usu. foll. by Z0) a matter of
indifference. all out using all one’s
strength (also (with hyphen) attrib.: all-
out effort). all over 1 completely fin-
ished. 2 in or on all parts of (mud all
over the car). 3 colloq. typically (you all
over). 4 slang effusively attentive to (a
person). all right (predic.) 1 satisfac-
tory; safe and sound; in good condition.
2 satisfactorily (it worked out all right).

3 a expressing consent. b as an intensi- -

fier (that’s the one all right). all round
1 in all respects. 2 for each person. all
the same nevertheless. all there collog.
mentally alert or normal. all the time
throughout (despite some contrary
expectation etc.). all together all at
once; all in one place or in a group (came
all together) (cf. ALTOGETHER). all up
with hopeless for (a person). at all
(with neg. or interrog.) in any way; to
any extent (did not swim at all; did you
like it at all?). in all in total; altogether.
[O1d English]

m Usage Note the differences in mean-
ing between all together and altogether:
see note at altogether.

Allah /'als/ n. the Muslim and Arab
name of God. [Arabic]

allay /o'ler/ v. 1 diminish (fear, suspi-
cion, etc.). 2 alleviate (pain etc.). [Old
English a- intensive prefix, Lay']

all-in

all-clear n. signal that danger etc. is
over.

all comers n.pl. anyone who applies,
takes up a challenge, etc.

allegation /zlr'ge1f(s)n/ n. 1 assertion,
esp. unproved. 2 alleging. [Latin allego
adduce]

allege /o'led3/ v. (-ging) 1 declare, esp.
without proof. 2 advance as an argu-
ment or excuse. [Latin lis lit- lawsuit]

allegedly /o'led31dli/ adv. as is alleged.

allegiance /a'li:d3(a)ns/ n. 1 loyalty (to
a person or cause etc.). 2 the duty of a
subject. [French: related to LIEGE]

allegory /'zliger1/ n. (pl. -ies) story
whose moral is represented symbol-
ically. o allegorical / &lr'gorik(a)l/ adj.
allegorize ['zligaraiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing). [Greek allégoria other
speaking]

allegretto /=li'gretov/ Mus. —adv. &
adj. in a fairly brisk tempo. —n. (pl. -s)
such a passage or movement. [Italian,
diminutive of ALLEGRO]

allegro /o'legrau/ Mus. —adv. & adj. in a
brisk tempo. —n. (pl. -s) such a passage
or movement. [Italian, = lively]

alleluia /alr'lujja/ (also hallelujah
/he&l-/)—int. God be praised. —n. song or
shout of praise to God. [Hebrew]

Allen key ['zlen/ n. propr. spanner
designed to turn an Allen screw. [Allen,
name of the US manufacturer]

Allen screw ['zlon/ n. propr. screw
with a hexagonal socket in the head.

allergic /o'13:d31k/ adj. 1 (foll. by t0) a
having an allergy to. b collog. having a
strong dislike for. 2 caused by an
allergy.

allergy /'=lad31/ n. (pl -ies) 1 adverse
reaction to certain substances, esp. par-
ticular foods, pollen, fur, or dust. 2
collog. antipathy. [Greek allos other]

alleviate /a'li:viert/ v. (-ting) make
(pain etc.) less severe. 0 alleviation
J-'e1f(d@)n/ n. [Latin levo raise]

alley /'zli/ n. (pl. -s) 1 narrow street or
passageway. 2 enclosure for skittles,
bowling, etc. 3 walk or lane in a park etc.
[French aller go]

alliance /o'latens/ n. 1 union or agree-
ment to cooperate, esp. of States
by treaty or families by marriage.
2 (Alliance) political coalition party.
3 relationship; friendship. [French:
related to ALLY]

allied /'zlaid/ adj. 1 (also Allied) associ-
ated in an alliance. 2 connected or
related.

alligator /'zli,gerta(r)/ n. large reptile
of the crocodile family with a head
broader and shorter than a crocodile’s.
[Spanish el lagarto the lizard]

all-in attrib. adj. inclusive of all.




all-in wrestling

all-in wrestling n. wrestling with few
or no restrictions.

alliteration /s lite'rerf(s)n/ n. repeti-
tion of the same letter or sound at the
beginning of adjacent or closely con-
nected words (e.g. cool, calm, and col-
lected). alliterate /o'litorert/ v.
(-ting). alliterative /o'litarativ/ adj.
[Latin: related to LETTER]

allocate /'zls kert/ v. (-ting) (usu. foll.
by to) assign or devote to (a purpose,
person, or place). = allocation
/-’ke1f(a)n/ n. [Latin: related to LOCAL]

allot /a'lot/ v. (-tt-) apportion or distrib-
ute to (a person), esp. as a share or task
(they were allotted equal sums).
[French a to, LoOT]

allotment n. 1 small piece of land
rented by a local authority for cultiva-
tion. 2 share. 3 allotting.

allotropy /a'lotrapi/ n. existence of two
or more different physical forms of
a chemical element. o allotropic
/,21a'trop1k/ adj. [Greek allos different,
tropos manner]

allow /a'au/ v. 1 (often foll. by to +
infin.) permit. 2 assign a limited amount
etc. (was allowed £500). 3 (usu. foll. by
for) provide or set aside for a purpose;
add or deduct in consideration (allow
£50 for expenses; allow for wastage).
[originally = commend, from French:
related to Ap-, Latin laudo praise, loco
place]

allowance n. 1 amount or sum allowed,
esp. regularly for a stated purpose. 2
amount allowed in reckoning. 3 deduc-
tion or discount. © make allowances
(often foll. by for) 1 consider (mitigating
circumstances). 2 make excuses for (a
person, bad behaviour, etc.).

alloy /'zlo1/ =n. 1 mixture of two or
more metals. 2 inferior metal mixed esp.
with gold or silver. —v. 1 mix (metals).
2 debase by admixture. 3 moderate
(pleasure alloyed with pain). [French:
related to ALLY]

all-purpose attrib. adj. having many
uses.

all-right attrib. adj. collog. acceptable
(an all-right guy).

all-round attrib. adj. (of a person) ver-
satile.

all-rounder n. versatile person.

All Saints’ Day n. 1 Nov., Christian
festival in honour of saints.

All Souls’ Day n. 2 Nov., Roman Cath-
olic festival with prayers for the souls of
the dead. :

allspice n. 1 aromatic spice obtained
from the berry of the pimento plant. 2
the berry.

all-time attrib. adj. (of a record etc.)
unsurpassed.

4+

along

allude /o' 1u:d/ v. (-ding) (foll. by to) refer
to, esp. indirectly or briefly. [Latin:
related to Ap-, ludo play]

allure /aljue(r)/ —v. (-ring) attract,
charm, or entice. —n. attractiveness,
personal charm, fascination. o allure-
ment n. [French: related to Ap-, LURE]

allusion /alu:3(a)n/ n. (often foll. by to)
passing or indirect reference. o allus-
ive /e'lu:siv/ adj. [Latin: related to AL-
LUDE]

alluvial /s'lu:visl/ <adj. of alluvium.
—n. alluvium, esp. containing a precious
metal.

alluvium /s'lu:viem/ n. (pl. -via) de-
posit of usu. fine fertile soil left behind
by a flood, esp. in a river valley. [Latin
luo wash]

ally /'zlai/ —n. (pl. -ies) State, person,
etc.,, formally cooperating or united
with another, esp. (also Ally) in war. —v.
also /a'a1/ (-ies, -ied) (often refl. and foll.
by with) combine in alliance. [Latin
alligo bind]

Alma Mater /,zlmas 'ma:ta(r)/ n. one’s
university, school, or college. [Latin, =
bounteous mother]

almanac /'o:lmenz:k/ n. (also al-
manack) calendar, usu. with astronom-
ical data. [medieval Latin from Greek]

almighty /o:'mait1/ adj. 1 having com-
plete power. 2 (the Almighty) God. 3
slang very great (almighty crash). [Old
English: related to ALL, MIGHTY]

almond /'a:mand/ n. 1 nutlike kernel of
a fruit allied to the peach and plum. 2
tree bearing this. [Greek amugdale)

almoner /‘a:mana(r)/ n. social worker
attached to a hospital. [French: related
to ALMS]

s Usage The usual term now is medical
social worker. \

almost /'o:lmaust/ adv. all but; very
nearly. [Old English: related to ALL,
MOST]

alms /a:mz/ npl hist. donation
of money or food to the poor. [Greek
eleémosuné pity]

almshouse n. hist. charitable institu-
tion for the poor.

aloe /'zlau/ n. 1 plant of the lily family
with toothed fleshy leaves. 2 (in pl.) (in
full bitter aloes) strong laxative from
aloe juice. [Old English from Greek]

aloft /a'loft/ predic. adj. & adv. 1 highup,
overhead. 2 upwards. [Old Norse @ lopti
in air]

alone /a'laun/-predic. adj. 1 without the
presence or help of others. 2 lonely (felt
alone). —adv. only, exclusively. [earlier
al one: related to ALL, ONE]

along /a'lon/ —prep. beside or through
(part of) the length of. —adv. 1 onward,




alongside

into a more advanced state (come along;
getting along nicely). 2 with oneself or
others (bring a book along). 3 beside or
through part or the whole length of a
thing. © along with in addition to;
together with. [Old English, originally
adj. = facing against]

alongside /alon'said/ —aduv. at or to the
side. —prep. close to the side of.

aloof /o'lu:f/ —adj. distant, unsympath-
etic. —adv. away, apart (he kept aloof).
[originally Naut., from a% + LUFF]

aloud /e'laud/ adv. audibly.

alp n. 1 a high mountain. b (the Alps)
high range of mountains in Switzerland
and adjoining countries. 2 pasture land
on a Swiss mountainside. [originally
alps, from Greek alpeis]

alpaca /zl'pzks/ n. 1 shaggy S. Amer-
ican mammal related to the llama. 2 its
wool; fabric made from this. [Spanish
from Quechua)

alpha /'zlfs/ n. 1 first letter of the Greek
alphabet (A, o). 2 first-class mark for a
piece of work etc. 0 alpha and omega
beginning and end. [Latin from Greek]

alphabet /'zlfsbet/ n. 1 set of letters
used in writing a language. 2 symbols
or signs for these. o alphabetical
/-'betik(a)l/ adj. [Greek ALPHA, BETA]

alphanumeric /zlfenju:'merik/ adj.
containing both letters and numbers.

alpha particle n. helium nucleus emit-
ted by a radioactive substance.

alpine /'zlpain/ —adj. of mountainous
regions or (Alpine) the Alps. —n. 1 plant
growing in mountainous regions. 2 =
ROCK-PLANT. [Latin: related to ALP]

already /o:'red1/ adv. 1 before the time
in question (I knew that already). 2 as
early or as soon as this (is back
already). [from ALL, READY]

alright /o:l'rait/ adv. = all right (see
ALL).

m Usage Although widely used, alright
is still non-standard and is considered
incorrect by many people.

Alsatian /=l'seif(e)n/ n. large dog of
a breed of wolfhound (also called
GERMAN SHEPHERD). [Latin Alsatia
Alsace]

also /'0:lseu/ adv. in addition, besides.
[Old English: related to ALL, so']

also-ran n. 1 loser in a race. 2 undis-
tinguished person.

altar /'a:1ta(r)/ n. 1 table or flat block for
sacrifice or offering to a deity. 2 Commu-
nion table. [Latin altus high)

altarpiece n. painting etc. above or
behind an altar.

alter /'o:1ta(r)/ v. make or become dif-
ferent; change. 0 alteration /-'rerf(a)n/
n. [Latin alter other]

altruism

altercate /'o:ltekert/ v. (-ting) (often
foll. by with) dispute, wrangle. 0 alter-
cation /-'kerf(e)n/ n. [Latin]

alter ego | o:lter 'i:gau/ n. (pl. -s) 1 one’s
hidden or second self. 2 intimate friend.
[Latin, = other self]

alternate —v. /'o:lto,nert/ (-ting) 1 (often
foll. by with) occur or cause to occur by
turns. 2 (foll. by between) go repeatedly
from one to another (alternated be-
tween hope and fear). —adj. [o:1't3:nat/
1 (with noun in pl) every other (on
alternate days). 2 (of things of two
kinds) alternating (alternate joy and
misery). 0 alternately /-'ta:natli/ adv.
alternation /-‘neif(e)n/ n. [Latin al-
terno do by turns: related to ALTER]

® Usage See note at alternative.

alternate angles n.pl two angles
formed alternately on two sides of aline.
alternating current n. electric cur-
rent reversing its direction at regular
intervals.

alternative /o:1't3a:nstiv/ —adj. 1 avail-
able as another choice (alternative
route). 2 unconventional (alternative
medicine). —n. 1 any of two or more
possibilities. 2 choice (had no alternat-
ive but to go). 0 alternatively adv.

s Usage The adjective alternative
should not be confused with alternate,
as in ‘there will be a dance on alternate
Saturdays’.

alternator ['s:ltsnerta(r)/ n. dynamo
that generates an alternating current.

although /a:1'dsu/ conj. = THOUGH.
[from ALL, THOUGH]

altimeter /'zlt,mi:te(r)/ n. instrument
indicating altitude reached.

altitude /'zlt1,tju:d/ n. height, esp. of an
object above sea level or above the
horizon. [Latin altus high]

alto /'zltau/ n. (pl. -s) 1 = CONTRALTO. 2
a highest adult male singing-voice,
above tenor. b singer with this voice. 3
instrument pitched second- or third-
highest in its family. [Italian alto (canto)
high (singing)]

altogether /o:1to'geda(r)/ adv. 1 totally,
completely. 2 on the whole. 3 in total.
o in the altogether collog. naked.
[from ALL, TOGETHER]

s Usage Note that altogether means ‘in
total’, whereas all together means ‘all at
once’ or ‘all in one place’. The phrases
six rooms altogether (in total) and six
rooms all together (in one place) illus-
trate the difference.

altruism /'zltru:iz(e)m/ n. unselfish-
ness as a principle of action. 0 altruist




alum

n. altruistic / zltru:'istik/ adj. [Italian
altrui somebody else]

alum /'zlem/ n. double sulphate of alu-
minium and potassium. [Latin alumen
-min-]

alumina /3'lu:mma/ n. aluminium ox-
ide occurring naturally as corundum
and emery.

aluminium /&ljo'miniam/ n. (US alu-
minum /a'lu:minam/) silvery light and
malleable metallic element resistant to
tarnishing by air.

aluminize /o'lu:minaiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) coat with aluminium.

alumnus /a'lamnes/ n. (pl. alumni
/-nai/; fem. alumna, pl. alumnae /-ni:/)
former pupil or student. [Latin, = nurs-
ling, pupil]

always /'o:lweiz/ adv. 1 at all times; on
all orcasions. 2 whatever the circum-
stances. 3 repeatedly, often. [from ALL,
WAY]

alyssum /'zlisam/ n. plant with small
usu. yellow or white flowers. [Greek, =
curing madness]

Alzheimer’s disease /'zltshaimoaz/
n. brain disorder causing senility. [Alz-
heimer, name of a neurologist]

AM abbr. amplitude modulation.

Am symb. americium.

am Ist person sing. present of BE.

a.m. abbr. before noon. [Latin ante meri-
diem)

amalgam /s'malgam/ n. 1 mixture or
blend. 2 alloy of mercury and another
metal, used esp. in dentistry. [Greek
malagma an emollient]

amalgamate /o'malga,meit/ v. (-ting)
1 mix, unite. 2 (of metals) alloy
with mercury. © amalgamation
/~me1f(d)n/ n. [medieval Latin: related
to AMALGAM]

amanuensis /s,manju:'ensis/ n. (ol
-enses /-si:z/) literary assistant, esp.
writing from dictation. [Latin a manu
‘at hand’]

amaranth /'=ms,rzné/ n. 1 plant with
small green, red, or purple tinted
flowers. 2 imaginary unfading flower.
3 purple colour. 7 amaranthine
/'renbaimn/ adj. [Greek amarantos
unfading]

amaryllis /ma'rilis/ n. bulbous plant
with lily-like flowers. [Greek, a girl’s
name]

amass /o'mas/ v. heap together; ac-
cumulate. [French: related to AD-,
Mass']

amateur /'zmsata(r)/ n. person who en-
gages in a pursuit as a pastime rather
than a profession, or performs with
limited skill. 0 amateurish adj. ama-
teurism n. [Latin amator lover: related
to AMATORY]

ambulatory

amatory /'zzmatari/ adj. of sexual love.
[Latin amo love]

amaze /a'meiz/ v. (-zing) surprise
greatly, fill with wonder. © amaze-
ment n. amazing adj. [earlier amase
from Old English amasod]

Amazon /'=mez(s)n/ n. 1 female war-
rior of a mythical race in the Black Sea
area. 2 (amazon) large, strong, or ath-
letic woman. o Amazonian /-'zsunran/
adj. [Latin from Greek]

ambassador /azm'basada(r)/ n. 1diplo-
mat sent to live abroad to represent his
or her country’s interests. 2 promoter
(ambassador of peace). o ambassad-
orial /‘dordl/ adj. [Latin ambactus
servant]

amber —n. 1 a yellow translucent fossil-
ized resin used in jewellery. b colour of
this. 2 yellow traffic-light meaning cau-
tion. —adj. of or like amber. [French
from Arabic]

ambergris /'embagris/ n. waxlike se-
cretion of the sperm whale, found float-
ing in tropical seas and used in per-
fumes. [French, = grey amber]

ambidextrous /embrdekstras/ adj.
able to use either hand equally well.
[Latin ambi- on both sides, DEXTER]

ambience /'zmbiens/ n. surroundings
or atmosphere. [Latin ambio go round]

ambient adj. surrounding.

ambiguous /zm'bigjuss/ adj. 1 having
an obscure or double meaning. 2 diffi-
cult to classify. 0 ambiguity /-'gju:rti/
n. (pl. -ies). [Latin ambi- both ways, ago
drive]

ambit /'=mbit/ n. scope, extent, or
bounds. [Latin: related to AMBIENCE]

ambition /zm'bif(e)n/ n. 1 deter-
mination to succeed. 2 object of this.
[Latin, = canvassing: related to
AMBIENCE]

ambitious adj. 1 full of ambition or
high aims. 2 (foll. by of, or fo + infin.)
strongly determined.

ambivalence /a=m'bivalans/ n. coexist-
ence of opposing feelings. © ambival-
ent adj. [Latin ambo both, EQUIVAL-
ENCE]

amble /'@mb(a3)l/ —v. (-ling) move at an
easy pace. —n. such a pace. [Latin
ambulo walk]

ambrosia /zm'bravzia/ n. 1 (in clas-
sical mythology) the food of the gods. 2
sublimely delicious food etc. [Greek, =
elixir of life]

ambulance /'@mbjulans/ n. 1 vehicle
equipped for conveying patients to hos-
pital. 2 mobile hospital serving an army.
[Latin: related to AMBLE]

ambulatory /'@mbjulateri/ —adj. 1 of
or for walking. 2 movable. —n. (pl. -ies)



ambuscade

arcade or cloister. [Latin: related to
AMBLE]

ambuscade /@mba'skeld/ n. & wv.
(-ding) = AMBUSH.

ambush /'=2mbuf/ —n. 1 surprise attack
by persons hiding. 2 hiding-place for
this. —v. attack from an ambush; way-
lay. [French: related to IN-!, BUsH!]
ameliorate /o'miliareit/ v. (-ting)
make or become better. o ameliora-
tion /o, mi:l1a're1f(a)n/ n. ameliorative
adj. [from AD-, Latin melior better]

amen /a:'men/ int. (esp. at the end of a
prayer etc.) so be it. [Church Latin from
Hebrew, = certainly]

amenable /o'mi:nab(a)l/ adj. 1 respons-
ive, docile. 2 (often foll. by f0) answer-
able to law etc. [French: related to Ap-,
Latin mino drive animals]

amenql /a'mend/ v. 1 make minor altera-
tions in to improve. 2 correct an error in
(a document etc.). [Latin: related to
EMEND]

m Usage Amend is often confused with
emend, a more technical word used in
the context of textual correction.

amendment n. minor alteration or ad-
dition in a document, resolution, etc.

amends n. 0 make amends (often foll.
by for) compensate (for).

amenity /e'mintti/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
pleasant or useful feature or facility. 2
pleasantness (of a place etc.). [Latin
amoenus pleasant]

American /o'meriken/ —adj. of Amer-
ica, esp. the United States. —n. 1 native,
citizen, or inhabitant of America, esp.
the US. 2 English as used in the US. o
Americanize v. (also -ise) (-zing or
-sing). [name of navigator Amerigo Ves-
pucci]

American dream n. ideal of demo-
cracy and prosperity.

American football n. football evolved
from Rugby.

American Indian see INDIAN.

Americanism n. word etc. of US origin
or usage.

americium /s me'ristom/ n. artificial
radioactive metallic element. [America,
where first made]

Amerind /'zmerind/ adj. & n. (also
Amerindian /-rindian/) = AMERICAN
INDIAN (see INDIAN).

amethyst /'emafist/ n. semiprecious
stone of a violet or purple variety of
quartz. [Greek, = preventing drunken-
ness]

Amharic /zm'harik/ —-n. official and
commercial language of Ethiopia. —-adj.
of this language. [Amhara, region of
Ethiopia)

amoeba

amiable /‘etmiab(e)l/ adj. (esp. of a
person) friendly and pleasant, likeable.
0 amiably adv. [Latin: related to
AMICABLE]

amicable /'2mikab(a)l/ adj. (esp. of an
arrangement, relations, etc.) friendly. o
amicably adv. [Latin amicus friend)

amid /o'mid/ prep. in the middle of,
among. [Old English: related to oN, MID]

amidships adv. in or into the middle of
a ship. [from amiID, alternative form
midships]

amidst var. of amIp.

amine ['etmi:n/ n. compound formed
from ammonia by replacement of one or
more hydrogen atoms by an organic
radical or radicals.

amino acid /a'mi:nsu/ n. Biochem. any
of a group of nitrogenous organic acids
occurring naturally in plant and animal
tissues and forming the basic con-
stituents of proteins. [from AMINE, ACID]

amir var. of EMIR.

amiss /a'mis/ -predic. adj. wrong, out of
order. —adv. wrong(ly), inappropriately
(everything went amiss). O take amiss
be offended by. [Old Norse a mis so as to
miss]

amity /'emiti/ n. friendship. [Latin ami-
cus friend]

ammeter /'=mita(r)/ n. instrument for
measuring electric current in amperes.
[from AMPERE, -METER]

ammo /'z2mauv/ n. slang ammunition.
[abbreviation]

ammonia /a'meuvnis/ n. 1 pungent
strongly alkaline gas. 2 (in general use)
solution of ammonia in water. [as SAL
AMMONIAC]

ammonite /'zmenart/ n. coil-shaped
fossil shell. [Latin, = horn of Jupiter
Ammon]

ammunition /@mju'nif(e)n/ n. 1 sup-
ply of bullets, shells, grenades, etc. 2
information usable in an argument.
[French la MuNITION taken as !'‘ammu-]

amnesia /zm'ni:z1a/ n. loss of memory.
0 amnesiac /-z1,2k/ n. [Latin from
Greek]

amnesty /[‘@mnistt/ -n. (pl -ies)
general pardon, esp. for political
offences. —v. (-ies, -ied) grant an am-
nesty to. [Greek amneéstia oblivion]

amniocentesis /@mniovsen'ti:sis/ n.
(pl. -teses /-si:z/) sampling of amniotic
fluid to detect foetal abnormality. [from
AMNION, Greek kentésis pricking]

amnion /'zmnian/ n. (pl. amnia) inner-
most membrane enclosing an embryo.
0 amniotic /-'otik/ adj. [Greek, = caul]

amoeba /a'mi:ba/ n. (pl. -s) microscopic
aquatic amorphous one-celled organ-
ism. 0 amoebic adj. [Greek, = change]




amok

amok /e'mok/ adv. 0 run amok (or
amuck) run wild. [Malay]

among /o'man/ prep. (also amongst) 1
surrounded by, with (lived among the
trees, be among friends). 2 included in
(among us were dissidents). 3 in the
category of (among his best works). 4 a
between; shared by (divide it among
you). b from the joint resources of
(among us we can manage it). 5 with
one another (ftalked among them-
selves). [Old English, = in a crowd]

amoral /e'mor(e)l/ adj. 1 beyond
morality. 2 without moral principles.

amorous /'zmaras/ adj. of, showing, or
feeling sexual love. [Latin amor love]

amorphous /a'mo:fas/ adj. 1 of no def-
inite shape. 2 vague. 3 Mineral. & Chem.
non-crystalline. [Greek a- not, morphé
form]

amortize /o'mo:tarz/ v. (also -ise) (-zing
or -sing) gradually extinguish (a debt)
by regular instalments. [Latin ad mor-
tem to death]

amount /e'mavnt/ —n. quantity, esp. a
total in number, size, value, extent, etc.
—v. (foll. by t0) be equivalent to in
number, significance, etc. [Latin ad
montem upward)

amour /o'mua(r)/ n. (esp. secret) love
affair. [French, = love]

amour propre [ mus '‘propr/ n. self-
respect. [French]

amp! n. ampere. [abbreviation]

amp? n. collog. amplifier. [abbreviation]
ampelopsis /,@mpr1'lopsis/ n. (pl. same)
climbing plant related to the vine.
[Greek ampelos vine, opsis appearance]
amperage [‘zmperid3/ n. strength of
an electric current in amperes.
ampere /'zmpea(r)/ n. SI base unit of
electric current. [Ampére, name of a
physicist]

ampersand /'zmpssand/ n. the sign
‘& (= and). [corruption of and PER SE

and]
amphetamine /zm'fetomi:n/ n. syn-
thetic drug used esp. as a stimulant.
[abbreviation of chemical name]
amphibian /em'fiblan/ —adj. of a class
of vertebrates (e.g. frogs) with an aqua-
tic larval stage followed by a terrestrial
adult stage. —n. 1 vertebrate of this
class. 2 vehicle able to operate both on
land and in water. [Greek amphi- both,
bios life] ]
amphibious adj. 1 living or operating
on land and in water. 2 involving mil-
itary forces landed from the sea.
amphitheatre /'2mfi81eta(r)/ n. esp.
circular unroofed building with tiers of
seats surrounding a central space.
[Greek amphi- round]

anabolism

amphora /['zmfors/ n. (pl. -phorae
/-ri:/) narrow-necked Greek or Roman

vessel with two handles. [Greek
amphoreus) :
ample [azmp()l/ adj. (ampler,

amplest) 1 a plentiful, abundant, exten-
sive. b euphem. large, stout. 2more than
enough. 0 amply adv. [Latin amplus]

amplifier /'ampli faia(r)/ n. electronic
device for increasing the strength of
electrical signals, esp. for conversion
into sound.

amplify /‘zmplifai/ v. (-es, -ied) 1
increase the strength of (sound, elec-
trical signals, etc.). 2 add detail to, ex-
pand (a story etc.). o amplification
[fi'’ke1f(a)n/ n. [Latin: related to AMPLE]

amplitude /'zmpltju:d/ n. 1 max-
imum departure from average of an
oscillation, alternating current, etc.
2 spaciousness; abundance. [Latin:
related to AMPLE]

amplitude modulation n. modula-
tion of a wave by variation of its ampli-
tude.

ampoule /'2mpu:l/ n. small sealed cap-
sule holding a solution for injection.
[French: related to AMPULLA]

ampulla /zm'pule/ n. (pl. -pullae /-li:/)
1 Roman globular flask with two
handles. 2 ecclesiastical vessel. [Latin]

amputate /'@mpju,tert/ v. (-ting) cut off
surgically (a limb etc.). 0 amputation
/-'teif(a)n/ n. amputee /-'ti:/ n. [Latin
amb- about, puto prune]

amuck var. of AMOK.

amulet /‘amjulit/ n.
against evil. [Latin]

amuse /a'mju:z/ v. (-sing) 1 cause to
laugh or smile. 2 interest or occupy.
0 amusing adj. [French a cause to,
muser stare]

amusement »n. 1 thing that amuses. 2
being amused. 3 mechanical device (e.g.
a roundabout) for entertainment at a
fairground etc.

amusement arcade n. indoor area
with slot-machines.

an see A'.

an- see A-.

-an suffix (also -ian) forming adjectives
and nouns, esp. from names of places,
systems, classes, etc. (Mexican; An-
glican; crustacean). [French -ain, Latin

charm worn

-anus)

Anabaptist / @na'baptist/ n. member
of areligious group believing in baptism
only of adults. [Greek ana again]

anabolic steroid /zne'bolik/ n. syn-
thetic steroid hormone used to increase
muscle size.

anabolism /o'nabs liz(e)m/ n. syn-
thesis of complex molecules in living
organisms from simpler ones together



anachronism

with the storage of energy. [Greek ana-
bole ascent]

anachronism /a'nakra,niz(e)m/ n. 1 a
attribution of a custom, event, etc., to
the wrong period. b thing thus attri-
buted. 2 out-of-date person or thing. 0
anachronistic /-'nistik/ adj. [Greek
ana- against, khronos time)

anaconda /zno'konds/ n. large non-
poisonous snake Kkilling its prey by con-
striction. [Sinhalese]

anaemia /a'ni:mro/ n. (US anemia) defi-
ciency of red blood cells or their haemo-
globin, causing pallor and weariness.
[Greek, = want of blood]

anaemic /o'nimik/ adj. (US anemic)
1 of or suffering from anaemia. 2 pale,
listless.

anaesthesia /,@nis'6i:zia/ n. (US anes-)
absence of sensation, esp. artificially
induced before surgery. [Greek]

anaesthetic /znis'detik/ (US anes-)
—n. substance producing anaesthesia.
—adj. producing anaesthesia.

anaesthetist /o'ni:sfatist/ n. (US anes-)
specialist in the administration of an-
aesthetics.

anaesthetize /o'ni:sfotarz/ v. (US
anes-) (also -ise) (-zing or -sing) admin-
ister an anaesthetic to.

anagram [‘znagrazm/ n. word or
phrase formed by transposing the
letters of another. [Greek ana again,
gramma letter]

anal /'ein(9)l/ adj. of the anus.

analgesia /,znal'd3i:zie/ n. absence or
relief of pain. [Greek]

analgesic —adj. relieving pain. —n. an-
algesic drug.

analog US var. of ANALOGUE.

analogize /o'nals,d3aiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) use, or represent or
explain by, analogy.

analogous /a'nzleges/ adj. (usu. foll.
by to) partially similar or parallel.
[Greek analogos proportionate]

analogue /'&ns,Ing/ n. (US analog) 1
analogous thing. 2 (attrib.) (usu. ana-
log) (of a computer etc.) using physical
variables, e.g. voltage, to represent
numbers (cf. DIGITAL).

analogy /a'nzlad31/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 corres-
pondence; partial similarity. 2 arguing
or reasoning from parallel cases.
o analogical /na'lod3tk(e)l/ adj.
[Greek analogia proportion]

analyse ['=nslaiz/ v. (US analyze)
(-sing or -zing) 1 examine in detail;
ascertain the constituents of (a sub-
stance, sentence, etc.). 2 psychoanalyse.

analysis /o'nalisis/ n. (pl. -lyses /- si:z/)
1 a detailed examination of elements or
structure. b statement of the result of

anchovy

this. 2 Chem. determination of the con-
stituent parts of a mixture or com-
pound. 3 psychoanalysis. [Greek ana
up, luoé loose]

analyst /'znalist/ n. 1 person skilled in
(esp. chemical or computer) analysis.
2 psychoanalyst.

analytical /@na'litik(a)l/ adj. (also
analytic) of or using analysis.

analyze US var. of ANALYSE.

-anapaest /'zno,pi:st/ n. metrical foot

consisting of two short syllables fol-
lowed by one long syllable (Uu-).
[Greek anapaistos reversed (dactyl)]
anarchism /'znskiz(e)m/ n. political
theory that all government and laws
should be abolished. [French: related to
ANARCHY]

anarchist /'znakist/ n. advocate of an-
archism. 0 anarchistic /-'kistik/ adj.
anarchy /'zneki/ n. disorder, esp. polit-
ical. o anarchic /a'na:kik/ adj. [Greek
an- without, arkheé rule]

anathema /e'nafoma/ n. (L -s) 1
detested thing (is anathema to me).
2 ecclesiastical curse. [Greek, = thing
devoted (i.e. to evil)]

anathematize v. (also -ise) (-zing or
-sing) curse.

anatomy /a'natemi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 sci-
ence of animal or plant structure. 2 such
a structure. 3 analysis. 0 anatomical
/,@na'tomik(d)l/ adj. anatomist n.
[Greek ana- up, temno cut]

anatto var. of ANNATTO.

ANC abbr. African National Congress.

-ance suffix forming nouns expressing:
1 quality or state or an instance of one
(arrogance; resemblance). 2 action (as-
sistance). [French -ance, Latin -antia]

ancestor /'znsesta(r)/ n. 1 person, an-
imal, or plant from which another has
descended or evolved. 2 prototype or
forerunner. [Latin ante- before, cedo go]

ancestral /zn'sestr(s)l/ adj. belonging
to or inherited from one’s ancestors.

ancestry [‘znsestri/ n. (pl -ies)
1 family descent, lineage. 2 ancestors
collectively.

anchor /'zgka(r)/ —n. 1 heavy metal
weight used to moor a ship or a balloon.
2 stabilizing thing. —v. 1 secure with an
anchor. 2 fix firmly. 3 cast anchor. 4 be
moored by an anchor. [Greek agkura)

anchorage n. 1 place for anchoring. 2
anchoring or lying at anchor.

anchorite /'pka,rart/ n. hermit; reli-
gious recluse. [Greek anakhdreo retire]

anchorman n. coordinator, esp. as
compere in a broadcast.

anchovy /'@ntfavi/ n. (pl. -ies) small
strong-flavoured fish of the herring
family. [Spanish and Portuguese
anchoval)




ancien régime

ancien régime |isj® re'sim/ n. (pl
anciens régimes pronunc. same) 1 polit-
ical and social system of pre-Revolu-
tionary (before 1787) France. 2 any
superseded regime. [French, = old rule]

ancient /'emnf(e)nt/ adj. 1 of long ago,
esp. before the fall of the Roman Empire
in the West. 2 having lived or existed
long. 0 the ancients people of ancient
times, esp. the Greeks and Romans.
[Latin ante before]

ancillary /zn'silari/ —adj. 1 (esp. of
health workers) providing essential
support. 2 (often foll. by to) subordinate,
subservient. —n. (pl. -ies) 1 ancillary
worker. 2 auxiliary or accessory. [Latin
ancilla handmaid]

-ancy suffix forming nouns denoting a
quality (constancy) or state (infancy).
[Latin -antia]

and /&nd, and/ conj. 1 a connecting
words, clauses, or sentences, to be taken
jointly (you and I). b implying progres-
sion (better and better). ¢ implying
causation (she hit him and he cried). d
implying great duration (cried and
cried). e implying a great number
(miles and miles). f implying addition
(two and two). g implying variety (there
are books and books). 2 collog. to (try
and come). 3 in relation to (Britain and
the EC). o and/or either or both of two
stated alternatives. [Old English]

andante /=n'denti/ Mus. —adv. & adj.
in a moderately slow tempo. —n. such a
passage or movement. [Italian, = going]

andiron /'zndaren/ n. metal stand
(usu. one of a pair) for supporting logs in
a fireplace. [French andier]
androgynous /zn'drodzmeas/ adj.
1 hermaphrodite. 2 Bot. with stamens
and pistils in the same flower. [Greek
anér andr- man, guné woman]

android /'zndroid/ n. robot with a
human appearance. [Greek anér andr-
man, -01D]

anecdote /'znikdeut/ n. short, esp.
true, account or story. o0 anecdotal
/~'davt(a)l/ adj. [Greek anekdota things
unpublished]

anemia US var. of ANAEMIA.

anemic US var. of ANAEMIC.

anemometer /@nr'momita(r)) n.
instrument for measuring wind force.
[Greek anemos wind]

anemone /o'nemeni/ n. plant of the
buttercup family, with vividly-coloured
flowers. [Greek, = wind-flower]

aneroid /'znsroid/ —adj: (of a baro-
meter) measuring air-pressure by its
action on the lid of a box containing
a vacuum. -n. aneroid barometer.
[Greek a- not, néros water])

Anglicize

anesthesia etc. US var. of ANAESTHESIA
etc.

aneurysm /‘znjurizd)m/ n. (also
aneurism) excessive localized enlarge-
ment of an artery. [Greek aneuruné
widen]

anew /a'mju:/ adv. 1 again. 2 in a dif-
ferent way. [earlier of newe]

angel /'eind3(a)l/ n. 1 a attendant or
messenger of God. b representation of
this in human form with wings. 2 vir-
tuous or obliging person. 3 slang finan-
cial backer of a play etc. [Greek aggelos
messenger)

angel cake n. light sponge cake.

angel-fish n. fish with winglike fins.

angelic /zn'dzelik/ adj. of or like an
angel. 0 angelically adv.

angelica /2n'd3elika/ n. aromatic plant
or its candied stalks. [medieval Latin, =
angelic (herb)]

angelus /'znd3iles/ n. 1 Roman Cath-
olic prayers commemorating the In-
carnation, said at morning, noon, and
sunset. 2 bell announcing this. [Latin
Angelus domini (= the angel of the
Lord), opening words]

anger ['zpngas(r)) -n. extreme or
passionate displeasure. -v. make
angry. [Old Norse angr grief]

angina /zn'dzams/ n. (in full angina
pectoris /'pektaris/) chest pain brought
on by exertion, caused by an inadequate
blood supply to the heart. [Greek agk-
honé strangling]

angiosperm /'znd3is,sp3:m/ n. plant
producing flowers and reproducing by
seeds enclosed within a carpel, includ-
ing herbaceous plants, grasses, and
most trees. [Greek aggeion vessel]

Angle /'&ng(a))/ n. (usu. in pl.) member
of a N. German tribe that settled in E.
Britain in the 5th c. [Latin Anglus, from
the name Angul in Germany]

angle! /'2ng(a)l/ —n. 1 space between
two meeting lines or surfaces, esp. as
measured in degrees. 2 corner. 3 point of
view. —v. (-ling) 1 move or place ob-
liquely. 2 present (information) in a
biased way. [Latin angulus)

angle? /'zng(2))/ v. (-ling) 1 fish with
hook and line. 2 (foll. by for) seek an
objective indirectly (angled for a loan).
o angler n. [Old English]

Anglican ['zngliken/ -adj. of the
Church of England. —n. member of the
Anglican Church. © Anglicanism n.
[Latin Anglicanus: related to ANGLE]

Anglicism /zpglisiz(@m/ n. pecu-
liarly English word or custom. [Latin
Anglicus: related to ANGLE]

Anglicize /'znglisaiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) make English in char-
acter etc.



Anglo-

Anglo- comb. form 1 English. 2 of Eng-
lish origin. 3 English or British and.
[Latin: related to ANGLE]

Anglo-Catholic /. @nglav'kaedalik/
—adj. of a High Church Anglican wing
emphasizing its Catholic tradition. —n.
member of this group.

Anglo-French |/ =ngleu'frentf/ —adj.
English (or British) and French. —n.
French language as developed in Eng-
land after the Norman Conquest.

Anglo-Indian /@nglev'indien/ —adj. 1
of England and India. 2 of British des-
cent but Indian residence. —n. Anglo-
Indian person.

Anglo-Norman /,@englau'no:men/
—adj. English and Norman. —n. Norman
dialect used in England after the Nor-
man Conquest.

Anglophile /'azngleufall/ n. person
who greatly admires England or the
English.

Anglo-Saxon /,@nglav'saeks(a)n/ —~adj.
1 of the English Saxons before the
Norman Conquest. 2 of English descent.
—n. 1 Anglo-Saxon person. 2 Old Eng-
lish. 3 collog. plain (esp. crude) English.

angora /zn'gorrs/ n. 1 fabric or wool
from the hair of the angora goat or

' rabbit. 2 long-haired variety of cat, goat,
or rabbit. [Angora (= Ankara) in Tur-
key]

angostura /,@nga'stjuers/ n. aromatic
bitter bark used as a flavouring. [Angos-
tura (= Ciudad Bolivar) in Venezuela]

angry /'zngri/ adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 feeling,
showing, or suggesting anger (angry
sky). 2 (of a wound etc.) inflamed, pain-
ful. 0 angrily adv.

angst |eyst/ n. anxiety, neurotic fear;
guilt, remorse. [German]

angstrom /'zpstrem/ n. unit of length
equal to 107!° metre. [Angstrom name
of a physicist]

anguish /'zpgwif/ n. 1 severe mental
suffering. 2 pain, agony. o anguished
adj. [Latin angustia tightness]

angular /'@ngjule(r) adj. 1 having
sharp corners or (of a person) features.
2 forming an angle. 3 measured by angle
(angular distance). 0 angularity
|-leeritt/ n. [Latin: related to ANGLE!]

anhydrous /zn'haidrss/ adj. Chem.
without water, esp. water of crystalliza-
tion. [Greek an- without, hudor water]

aniline /'@nili:n/ n. colourless oily
liquid used in making dyes, drugs, and
plastics. [German Anril indigo, former
source]

animadvert /@nmad'vs:t/ v. (foll. by
on) literary criticize, censure. 0 anim-
adversion n. [Latin animus mind, Ap-
VERSE]

annex

animal /'znim(s)l/ —n. 1 living organ-
ism, esp. other than man, which feeds
and usu. has sense-organs and a ner-
vous system and can move quickly. 2
brutish person. —adj. 1 of or like an
animal. 2 bestial; carnal. [Latin animal-
is having breath]

animalism 7. 1 nature and activity of
animals. 2 belief that humans are mere
animals.

animality / znr'maliti/ n. 1 the animal
world. 2 animal behaviour.

animalize /'znims,larz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) make (a person) bestial,
sensualize.

animate —adj. /'®nmmat/ 1 having life.
2lively.-v. /'@n1,mert/ (-ting) 1 enliven.
2 give life to. [Latin anima breath]

animated /'znimertid/ adj. 1 lively,
vigorous. 2 having life. 3 (of a film etc.)
using animation.

animation /znrmerf(e)n/ n. 1 viva-
city, ardour. 2 being alive. 3 technique
of producing a moving picture from a
sequence of drawings or puppet poses
etc.

animism /'znimiz(e)m/ n. belief that
inanimate and natural phenomena
have souls. 0 animist n. animistic
/-mistik/ adj.

animosity /anr'mositi/ n. (pl -ies)
spirit or feeling of hostility. [Latin:
related to ANIMUS]

animus /'=nimes/ n. animosity, ill feel-
ing. [Latin, = spirit, mind]

anion /'zn,aren/ n. negatively charged
ion. 0 anionic /-'pnik/ adj. [Greek ana
up, ION]

anise /'znis/ n. plant with aromatic
seeds. [Greek anison]

aniseed /'zn1si:d/ n. seed of the anise,
used for flavouring.

ankle /'zpk(e)l/ n. 1 joint connecting
the foot with the leg. 2 this part of the
leg. [Old Norse]

anklet /'zpklit/ n. ornament or fetter
worn round the ankle.

ankylosis / @pkr'lausis/ n. stiffening of
a joint by fusion of the bones. [Greek
agkulos crooked]

annals /'zn(a)lz/ n.pl. 1 narrative of
events year by year. 2 historical re-
cords. 0 annalist n. [Latin annus year]

annatto /a'nateu/ n. (also anatto)
orange-red dye from the pulp of a trop-
ical fruit, used for colouring foods.
[Carib name of the fruit-tree]

anneal /o'ni:l/ v. heat (metal or glass)
and cool slowly, esp. to toughen it. [Old
English #&lan bake]

annelid /'znalid/ n. segmented worm,
e.g. the earthworm. [Latin anulus ring]

annex /z'neks/ v. 1 (often foll. by ¢0) add
as a subordinate part. 2 incorporate




annexe

(territory) into one’s own. 3 add as
a condition or consequence. 4 collog.
take without right. 0 annexation
/-'se1f(d)n/ n. [Latin necto bind]

annexe /'zneks/ n. 1 separate or added
building. 2 addition to a document.

annihilate /a'nais lert/ v. (-ting) com-
pletely destroy or defeat. o annihila-
tlox} /-'le1f(a)n/ n. [Latin nihil nothing]

anniversary /ani'vs:seri/ n. (pl -ies)
1 date of an event in a previous year.
2 celebration of this. [Latin annus
year, verto vers- turn]

Anno Domini /znsu ‘domi,nal/ adv.
years after Christ’s birth. [Latin, = in
the year of the Lord]

annotate /'znstert/ v. (-ting) add
explanatory notes to. © annotation
/-'terf(@)n/ n. [Latin nota mark]

announce /s'navns/ v. (-cing) 1 make
publicly known. 2 make known the
arrival or imminence of (a guest, din-
ner, etc.). 3 be a sign of. 0 announce-
ment n. [Latin nuntius messenger]

announcer n. person who announces,
esp. in broadcasting.

annoy /a'no1/ v. 1 (often in passive)
anger or distress slightly (am annoyed
with you). 2 molest, harass. O
annoyance n. [Latin in odio hateful]

annual /'znjusl/ —adj. 1 reckoned by
the year. 2 occurring yearly. 3 living or
lasting (only) a year. —n. 1 book etc.
published yearly. 2 plant that lives only
a year. 0 annually adv. [Latin annus
year]

annualized adj. (of rates of interest
etc.) calculated on an annual basis, as a
projection from figures obtained for a
shorter period.

annuity /e'njuti/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 yearly
grant or allowance. 2 investment yield-
ing a fixed annual sum.

annul /a'nal/ v. (-11-) 1 declare invalid. 2
cancel, abolish. 0 annulment n. [Latin
nullus none)
annular /'znjula(r)/ adj. ring-shaped.
[Latin anulus ring]
annular eclipse n. solar eclipse in
which a ring of light remains visible.
annulate /'njulet/ adj. marked with
or formed of rings.
annunciation /enansr'eif(e)n/ n. 1
announcement, esp. (Annunciation)
that made by the angel Gabriel to Mary.
2 festival of this. [Latin: related to AN-
NOUNCE]
anode /'znaud/ n. positive electrode in
an electrolytic cell etc. [Greek anodos
way up]
anodize /'@na,daiz/ v. (also -ise) (-zing
or -sing) coat (metal) with a protective
layer by electrolysis.

antacid

anodyne /['znedam/ -adj. 1 pain-
relieving. 2 mentally soothing. —n.
anodyne drug etc. [Greek an- without,
oduné pain]

anoint /e'nomt/ v. 1 apply oil or oint-
ment to, esp. ritually. 2 (usu. foll. by
with) smear. [Latin inungo anoint]

anomalous /e'nomales/ adj. irregular,
deviant, abnormal. [Greek an- not,
homalos even]

anomaly /e'nomali/ n, (pl. -ies) anomal-
ous thing; irregularity.

anon /s'non/ adv. archaic soon, shortly.
[Old English on an into one]

anon. /a'non/ abbr. anonymous.

anonymous /a3'nonmmss/ adj. 1 of
unknown name or authorship. 2 with-
out character; featureless. O an-
onymity /zna'nimiti/ n. [Greek an-
without, onoma name]

anorak /'znarak/ n. waterproof usu.
hooded jacket. [Eskimo]

anorexia /ana'reksis/ n. lack of ap-
petite, esp. (in full anorexia nervosa
/n3:'vausa/) an obsessive desire to lose
weight by refusing to eat. 0 anorexic
adj. & n. [Greek an- without, orexis
appetite]

another /a'nada(r)) —adj. 1 an addi-
tional; one more (another cake). 2 per-
son like (another Hitler). 3 a different
(another matter). 4 some other (another
man’s work). —pron. additional, other,
or different person or thing. [earlier an
other]

answer /'a:nsa(r)/ —n. 1 something said
or done in reaction to a question, state-
ment, or circumstance. 2 solution to a
problem. —v. 1 make an answer or re-
sponse (to) (answer the door). 2 suit (a
purpose or need). 3 (foll. by to, for) be
responsible (you will answer to me for
your conduct). 4 (foll. by o) correspond,
esp. to a description. 0 answer back
answer insolently. [Old English, =
swear against (a charge)]

answerable adj. 1 (usu. foll. by 7o, for)
responsible (answerable to them for
any accident). 2 that can be answered.

answering machine n. tape recorder
which answers telephone calls and
takes messages.

answerphone n. =
CHINE.

ant n. small usu. wingless insect living
in complex social colonies and prover-
bial for industry. [Old English]

-ant suffix 1 forming adjectives denoting
attribution of an action (repentant) or
state (arrogant). 2 forming agent nouns
(assistant). [Latin -ant-, present parti-
cipial stem of verbs]

antacid /ent'zsid/ —adj. preventing or
correcting acidity. —n. antacid agent.

ANSWERING MA-



antagonism

antagonism /zn'taege,niz(e)m/ n. ac-
tive hostility. [French: related to AGONY]

antagonist n. opponent or adversary.

antagonistic /-'nistik/ adj.
antagonize /n'tago naiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) make hostile; provoke.

Antarctic /znt'aktik/ —adj. of the
south polar regions. —n. this region.
[Latin: related to Arcric]

Antarctic Circle n. parallel of 1atitude
66° 32’ S., forming an imaginary line
round the Antarctic region.

ante /'znti/ —n. 1 stake put up by a
player in poker etc. before receiving
cards. 2 amount payable in_advance.
—v. (-tes, -ted) 1 put up as an ante.
2 US a bet, stake. b (foll. by up) pay.

ante- prefix before, preceding. [Latin, =
before]

anteater n. any of various mammals
feeding on ants and termites.

antecedent / zntr'si:d(e)nt/ —n. 1 pre-
ceding thing or circumstance. 2 Gram.
word or phrase etc. to which another
word (esp. a relative pronoun) refers. 3
(in pl.) person’s past history or an-
cestors. —adj. previous. [Latin cedo go]

antechamber ['antitfeimba(r)] n.
ante-room.

antedate / @ntr'dert/ v. (-ting) 1 precede
in time. 2 assign an earlier than actual
date to.

antediluvian / @ntidr'lu:vien/ adj. 1 of
the time before the Flood. 2 collog. very
old or out of date. [from ANTE-, Latin
diluvium deluge]

antelope /'znt1laup/ n. (pl. same or -s)
swift-moving deerlike ruminant, e.g.
the gazelle and gnu. [Greek antholops]

antenatal / @ntr'nert(a)l/ adj. 1 before
birth. 2 of pregnancy.

antenna /zn'tena/ n. 1 (pl. -tennae
/-ni:/) each of a pair of feelers on the
heads of insects, crustaceans, etc. 2 (pl.
-8) = AERIAL n. [Latin, = sail-yard]

antepenultimate /zntipr'naltimet/
adj. last but two.

ante-post / @ntr'paust/ adj. (of betting)
done at odds determined at the time of
betting, in advance of the event con-
cerned. [from ANTE-, POST!]

anterior /=n'tierta(r)/ adj. 1 nearer the
front. 2 (often foll. by o) prior. [Latin
from ante before]

ante-room /'znti,ru:m/ n. small room
leading to a main one.

anthem /'znfam/ n. 1 elaborate choral
composition usu. based on a passage of
scripture. 2 solemn hymn of praise etc.,
esp. = NATIONAL ANTHEM. [Latin:
related to ANTIPHON]

anther /'znfa(r)/ n. part of a stamen
containing pollen. [Greek anthos
flower]

anticipate

anthill n. moundlike nest built by ants
or termites.

anthology /=n'6plad31/ n. (pl. -ies) col-
lection of poems, essays, stories, etc.
o anthologist n. [Greek anthos flower,
-logia collection]

anthracite /'=nfrs,sart/ n. hard type of
coal burning with little flame and
smoke. [Greek: related to ANTHRAX]

anthrax /'=znérzks/ n. disease of sheep
and cattle transmissible to humans.
[Greek, = coal, carbuncle]

anthropocentric /zn6rspsu'sentrik/
adj. regarding mankind as the centre of
existence. [Greek anthropos man]

anthropoid /'#nérs,po1d/ —adj. human
in form. —n. anthropoid ape.

anthropology /zn@re'polad3zl/ n.
study of mankind, esp. its societies
and customs. o anthropological
/-pa'lnd31k(9)]/ adj. anthropologist n.

anthropomorphism /. 2ndrapa
‘'ma:fiz(e)m/ -n. attribution of human
characteristics to a god, animal, or
thing. © anthropomorphic adj.
[Greek morphé form]

anthropomorphous
‘'ma:fos/ adj. human in form.

anti /'@nti/—prep. opposed to.—n. (pl. -s)
person opposed to a policy etc.

anti- prefix 1 opposed to (anticlerical).
2 preventing (antifreeze). 3 opposite of
(anticlimax). 4 unconventional (anti-
hero). [Greek]

anti-abortion /@nta'bo:f(a)n/ adj.
opposing abortion. O anti-abortionist

/,@&nbraps

n.
anti-aircraft / @ntr'eskra:ft/ adj. (of a
gun or missile) used to attack enemy
aircraft.

antibiotic /entibai'otik/ —n. sub-
stance (e.g. penicillin) that can inhibit or
destroy susceptible micro-organisms.
—adj. functioning as an antibiotic.
[Greek bios life]

antibody /'zntibodi/ n. (pl -ies) a
blood protein produced in response to
and then counteracting antigens.
[translation of German Antikorper]
antic /'zntik/ n. (usu. in pl) foolish
behaviour or action. [Italian antico AN-
TIQUE] i
Antichrist /'zntikraist/ n. enemy of
Christ. o antichristian /-'kristf(a)n/

adj.

anticipate /zn'tisi,peit/ v. (-ting) 1 deal
with or use before the proper time. 2
expect, foresee (did not anticipate a
problem). 3 forestall (a person or thing).
4 look forward to. o anticipation
/-'peif(a)n/ n. anticipatory adj. [Latin
anti- before, capio take]




anticlerical

m Usage The use of anticipate in sense
2, ‘expect’, ‘foresee’, is well-established
in informal use, but is regarded as
incorrect by some people.

anticlerical /anti'klerik(a)l/ adj.
opposed to clerical influence, esp. in
politics.
anticlimax /@ntrklaimaeks/ n. dis-
appointingly trivial conclusion to
something significant.
anticlockwise / @ntr'’klokwaiz/ adj. &
adv. moving in a curve opposite in
direction to the hands of a clock.
anticyclone /,&ntl'salklaunlfn. system
of winds rotating outwards from an
area of high pressure, producing fine
weather.
antidepressant /@ntidr'pres(e)nt/ —n.
drug etc. that alleviates depression.
—adj. alleviating depression.
antidote /'=nti,daut/ n. 1 medicine etc.
used to counteract poison. 2 anything
counteracting something unpleasant.
[Greek antidotos given against]
antifreeze /'mntifri:z/ n. substance
added to water to lower its freezing-
point, esp. in a vehicle’s radiator.
antigen /'zntid3(e)n/ n. foreign sub-
stance (e.g. toxin) which causes the
body to produce antibodies. [Greek
-genés of a kind]
anti-hero /'antihiereuv/ n. (pl -es)
central character in a story, lacking
conventional heroic qualities.
antihistamine /antr'histamiin/ n.
drug that counteracts the effects of his-
tamine, used esp. in treating allergies.
antiknock /'@ntinok/ n. substance
added to motor fuel to prevent prema-
ture combustion.
anti-lock /‘@ntilok/ attrib. adj. (of
brakes) set up so as to prevent locking
and skidding when applied suddenly.
antilog /'=ntilog/ n. collog. = ANTI-
LOGARITHM. [abbreviation]
antilogarithm /enti'loga rid(e)m/ n.
number to which a logarithm belongs.
antimacassar /antima'kasa(r), n.
detachable protective cloth for the back
of a chair etc.
antimatter /'znt;mata(r) n. matter
composed solely of antiparticles.
antimony /'zntimani/ n. brittle silvery
metallic element used esp. in alloys.
[medieval Latin] !
antinomian /antrnsvmien/ -adj.
believing that Christians need not obey
the moral law. —n. (Antinomian) hist.
person believing this. [Greek nomos
law]
antinomy /@zn'ttnemi/ n. (plL -ies)
contradiction between two reasonable
beliefs or conclusions.

antisocial

antinovel /'zntinov(s)l/ n. novel
avqiding the conventions of the form.
anti-nuclear /entr'njukla(r)/ adj.
opposed to the development of nuclear
weapons or power.
antiparticle /'#ntipa:tik(e)l/ n. ele-
mentary particle with the same mass
but opposite charge etc. to another par-
ticle.
antipathy /an'tipe8i1/ n. (pl. -ies) (often
foll. by to, for, between) strong aversion
or dislike. — antipathetic /-'0etik/ adj.
[Greek: related to PATHETIC]
antiperspirant /antr'ps:sperant/ n.
substance preventing or reducing per-
spiration.
antiphon /'zntif(e)n/ n. 1 hymn sung
alternately by two groups. 2 versicle or
phrase from this. © antiphonal
/-'tifan(a)l/ adj. [Greek phdoné sound]
antipodes /zn'tipadi:z/ n.pl places
diametrically opposite to one another
on the earth, esp. (also Antipodes) Aus-
tralasia in relation to Europe. . antipo-
dean /-'di:an/ adj. & n. [Greek, = having
the feet opposite]
antipope /'nt1,peup/ n. pope set up in
opposition to one chosen by canon law.
antipyretic / @ntipare'retik/ —adj. pre-
venting or reducing fever. —n. anti-
pyretic drug.
antiquarian / @nti'’kwesrron/ —adj. of
or dealing in antiques or rare books. —n.
antiquary. © antiquarianism n.
antiquary /'zntikwari/ n. (pl. -ies) stu-
dent or collector of antiques etc. [Latin:
related to ANTIQUE]
antiquated /'=ntrkwertid/ adj. old-
fashioned.
antique /zn'ti:k/ —=n. old object, esp. a
piece of furniture, of high value. —adj. 1
of or from an early date. 2 old-fashioned.
[Latin antiquus]
antiquity /@n'tikwati/ n. (pl -ies) 1
ancient times, esp. before the Middle
Ages. 2 great age. 3 (usu. in pl) relics
from ancient times. [Latin: related to
ANTIQUE]
antirrhinum /antr'ramem/ n. plant
with two-lipped flowers, esp. the snap-
dragon. [Greek, = snout]
anti-Semite /antr'simart/ n. person
who is prejudiced against Jews. 1 anti-
-Semitic /-si'mitik/ adj. anti-Semitism
/-'semr,tiz(a)m/ n.
antiseptic /@nti'septik/ —adj. 1 coun-
teracting sepsis, esp. by destroying
germs. 2 sterile, uncontaminated. 3
lacking character. —n. antiseptic agent.

antiserum /'@ntisieram/ n. serum
with a high antibody content.
antisocial /entr'seuf(@)l/ adj. 1

opposed or harmful to society. 2 not
sociable.



antistatic 32

s Usage Antisocial is sometimes used
mistakenly instead of unsocial in the
phrase unsocial hours. This should be
avoided.

antistatic /@ntr'staetik/ adj. counter-
acting the effects of static electricity.

anti-tank / @ntu'tenk/ artrid. adj. used
against tanks.

antitetanus / @ntr'tetanas/ adj. effect-
ive against tetanus.

antithesis /@=n'tifasis’ n. (pl -theses
-.si:z/) 1 (foll. by of, ro) direct opposite. 2
contrast. 3 rhetorical use of strongly
contrasted words. = antithetical
-'Betik(d)’ adj. [Greek antitithémi set
against]

antitoxin /entr'toksin/ n. antibody
counteracting a toxin. o antitoxic adj.

antitrades /‘antitreidz/ n.pl winds
blowing in the opposite direction to (and
usu. above) trade winds.

antiviral / @ntr'vaer(a)l/ adj. effective
against viruses.

antler n. branched horn of a stag or
other deer. 0 antlered adj. [French]

antonym /‘@ntenmm/ n. word opposite
in meaning to another. [Greek onoma
name]

antrum ‘@ntram/ n. (pl antra)natural
cavity in the body, esp. in a bone.
[Greek, = cave]

anus ‘emsas/ n. (pl. anuses) excretory
opening at the end of the alimentary
canal. [Latin]

anvil “2nvil/ n. iron block on which
metals are worked. [Old English]

anxiety ‘@p'zat n. (pl -ies) 1 being
anxious. 2 worry or concern. 3 eager-
ness, troubled desire. [Latin anxietas
from ango choke}

anxious /zpkfes/ adj. 1 mentally
troubled. 2 causing or marked by
anxiety (anxious moment). 3 eager, un-
easily wanting (anxious fo please). =
anxiously adv. [Latin anxius]

any ‘ent/ —adj. 1 a one, no matter which,
of several (cannot find any answer). b
some, no matter how much or many or
of what sort (if any books arrive; have
you any sugar?). 2 a minimal amount of
(hardly any difference). 3 whichever is
chosen (any fool knows). 4 an appre-
ciable or significant (did not stay for
any length of time, has any amount of
money). —pron. 1 any one (did not know
any of them). 2 any number or amount
(are any of them yours?). —adv. (usu.
with neg. or interrog.) at all (is that any
good?). [Old English #nig related to
ONE, -Y']

anybody n. & pron. 1 any person. 2
person of importance (is he anybody?).

aphasia

anyhow adv. 1 anyway. 2 in a disor-
derly manner or state (does his work
anyhow).

anyone pron. anybody.

s Usage Anyone is written as two
words to emphasize a numerical sense,
as in any one of us can do it.

anything pron. any thing; thing of any
sort. © anything but not at all.

anyway adv. 1in any way or manner.
2 at any rate. 3 to resume (anyway, as
I was saying).

anywhere —adv. in or to any place.
—pron. any place (anywhere will do).

AOB abbr. any other business.

aorta /erda:ta/ n. (pl -s) main artery.
giving rise to the arterial network car-
rying oxygenated blood to the body
from the heart. = aortic adj. [Greek
@eiro raise]

apace /a'pers/ adv. literary swiftly.
[French a pas]
Apache /a'p®tf1/ n. member of a

N. American Indian tribe. [Mexican
Spanish]

apart /a'pa:t/ adv. 1 separately, not
together (keep your feet apart). 2 into
pieces (came apart). 3 to or on one side.
4 to or at a distance. 0 apart from 1
excepting. not considering. 2in addition
to (apart from roses we grow irises).
[French @ part to one side]

apartheid /a'pa:teit/ n. (esp. in S.
Africa) racial segregation or discrim-
ination. [Afrikaans]

apartment /s'pa:tment/ n. 1 (in pl)
suite of rooms. 2 single room. 3 US flat.
[Italian a parte, apart]

apathy /'=pedi/ n. lack of interest; in-
difference. = apathetic /-‘Setik/ adj.
[Greek a- without, PATHOS]

ape -n. 1 tailless monkey-like primate,
e.g. the gorilla, chimpanzee, orang-
utan, or gibbon. 2 imitator. —v. (-ping)
imitate, mimic. [Old English]
apeman n. extinct primate held to be
the forerunner of present-day man.
aperient /a'prerient/ —adj. laxative. —n.
laxative medicine. [Latin gperio open]
aperitif /aperrti:ff n. alcoholic drink
taken before a meal. [Latin aperio open)
aperture /‘®pe,tfa(r) n. opening or
gap, esp. a variable opening in a camera
for admitting light. [Latin gperio open]
Apex erpeks’ n. (also APEX) (often
artrib.) system of reduced fares for
scheduled flights. [dAdvance Purchase
Excursion]

apex /‘eipeks/ n. (pl. -es) 1 highest point.
2 tip or pointed end. [Latin]

aphasia /a'ferzia/ n. loss of verbal
understanding or expression, owing to




aphelion

brain damage.
speechless]

aphelion /o'fi:lten/ n. (pl. -lia) point in a
celestial body’s orbit where it is furthest
from the sun. [Greek aph’héliou from
the sun]

aphid /‘erfid/ n. small insect infesting
and damaging plants, e.g. the greenfly.

aphis /‘eifis/ n. (pl. aphides /-di:z/)
aphid. [invented by Linnaeus: perhaps a
misreading of Greek koris bug]

aphorism /'zfo riz(e)m/ n. short pithy
maxim. 0O aphoristic /-'ristik/ adj.
[Greek aphorismos definition]

aphrodisiac | =fro'diziek/ -—adj.
arousing sexual desire. —n. aphrodisiac
substance. [Greek Aphrodité goddess of
love]

apiary /'empier1/ n. (pl. -ies) place where
bees are kept. 0 apiarist n. [Latin apis
bee]

apical /'erpik(a)l/ adj. of, at, or forming
an apex.

apiculture /emprkaltfa(r)) n. bee-
keeping. 0 apiculturist /-'kaltfarist/
n. [Latin apis bee, CULTURE]

apiece /o'pi:s/ adv. for each one; sever-
ally (five pounds apiece). [originally a
Diece]

apish /‘ep1f/ adj. 1 of or like an ape. 2
foolishly imitating.

aplomb /a'plom/ n. skilful self-assur-
ance. {French, = straight as a plummet]

apocalypse /a'pokalips/ n. 1 violent or
destructive event. 2 (the Apocalypse)
Revelation, the last book of the New
Testament. 3 revelation, esp. about the
end of the world. o apocalyptic
/-liptik/ adj. [Greek apokalupto reveal]
Apocrypha /e'pokrifs/ n.pl. 1 books
included in the Septuagint and Vulgate
versions of the Old Testament but not
in the Hebrew Bible. 2 (apocrypha)
writings etc. not considered genuine.
[Greek apokrupto hide away]

apocryphal adj. of
authenticity.

apogee /'zps,dsi;/ n. 1 highest point;
climax. 2 point in a celestial body’s orbit
where it is furthest from the earth.
[Greek apogeion]

apolitical / erpa'litik(3)l/ adj. not inter-
ested in or concerned with politics.
apologetic /s,pole'dzetik/ —adj. 1 show-
ing or expressing regret. 2 of apolo-
getics. —n. (usu. in pl) reasoned
defence, esp. of Christianity. 0 apolo-
getically adv.

apologia /zpe'leudsie/* n. formal
defence of opinions or conduct. [Greek:
see APOLOGY]

apologist /a'poled3ist/ n. person who
defends something by argument.

[Greek  aphatos

doubtful

appal

apologize /a'polad3aiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) make an apology, ex-
press regret.

apology /s'poled3i/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 state-
ment of regret for an offence or failure. 2
explanation or defence. 3 (foll. by for)
poor specimen of. [Greek apologia from
apologeomai speak in defence]

apophthegm /'zps8em/ n. = APHOR-
1sM. [Latin from Greek]

apoplectic | apa'plektik/ adj. 1 of or
causing apoplexy. 2 collog. enraged.

apoplexy /'zps,pleksi/ n. sudden para-
lysis caused by blockage or rupture of a
brain artery; stroke. [Greek apoplésso
disable by stroke]

apostasy /a'postasi/ n. (pl. -ies) renun-
ciation of a belief or faith, abandoning of
principles, etc. [Greek, = defection]

apostate /a'postert/ n. person who
renounces a belief etc. 0 apostatize v.
(also -ise) (-zing or -sing).

a posteriori /e1 posterr'o:rai/ —adj. (of
reasoning) proceeding from effects to
causes; inductive. —adv. inductively.
[Latin, = from what comes after]

apostle /a'pos(a)l/ n. 1 (Apostle) any of
the twelve men sent out by Christ to
preach the gospel. 2 leader, esp. of a
new movement. [Greek apostolos
messenger]

apostolate /a'postalet/ n. 1 position or
authority of an Apostle. 2 leadership in
reform.

apostolic /@pa'stolik/ adj. 1 of the
Apostles or their teaching. 2 of the Pope.

apostolic succession n. supposed
uninterrupted transmission of spiritual
authority from the Apostles through
popes and bishops.

apostrophe /o'postrafi/ n. 1 punctu-
ation mark (') indicating: a omission of
letters or numbers (e.g. can’t; May ’92).
b possessive case (e.g. Harry's book;
boys’ coats). 2 exclamatory passage ad-
dressed to (an often absent) person or
thing. 0 apostrophize v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) (in sense 2). [Greek, =
turning away]

apothecaries’ measure n. (also
apothecaries’ weight) units formerly
used in pharmacy.

apothecary /a'pofokari/ n. (pl -ies)
archaic dispensing chemist. [Greek
apothéké storehouse]

apotheosis /eporovsis/ n. (pl
-theoses /-si:z/) 1 elevation to divine
status, deification. 2 glorification of a
thing; sublime example (apotheosis of
chivalry). [Greek theos god]

appal /a'pa:l/ v. (-11-) 1 greatly dismay or
horrify. 2 (as appalling adj.) collog.
very bad, shocking. [French apalir
grow pale: related to PALE!]



apparatus

apparatus / @pa'rertss/ n. 1 equipment
for a particular function, esp. scientific
or technical. 2 political or other com-
plex organization. [Latin paro prepare]
apparel /o'per(a)l/ n. formal clothing,
dress. 0 apparelled adj. [Romanic, =
make fit, from Latin par equal]
apparent /o'pazrent/ adj. 1 readily
visible; obvious. 2 seeming. 0 appar-
ently adv. [Latin: related to APPEAR]
apparition /ape'rif(e)n/ n. remark-
able or unexpected thing that appears;
ghost or phantom.
appeal /a'pi:l/ ~v. 1 request earnestly or
formally; plead. 2 (usu. foll. by ?0) at-
tract, be of interest. 3 (foll. by t0) resort
to for support. 4 Law a (often foll. by z0)
apply (to a higher court) for reconsid-
eration of a legal decision. b refer (a
case) to a higher court. 5 Cricket call on
the umpire to declare whether a bats-
man is out. —n. 1 act of appealing. 2
request for public support, esp. finan-
cial. 3 Law referral of a case to a higher
court. 4 attractiveness. [Latin appello
address]
appear /o'pra(r)/ v. 1 become or be
visible. 2 seem (appeared unwell). 3
present oneself publicly or formally. 4
be published. [Latin appareo]
appearance /a'piarans/ n. 1 act of
appearing. 2 outward form as perceived
(appearance of prosperity). 3 semb-
lance. 0 keep up appearances main-
tain an impression or pretence of virtue,
affluence, etc. make (or put in) an
appearance be present, esp. briefly.
appease /a'pi:z/ v. (-sing) 1 make calm
or quiet, esp. conciliate (a potential
aggressor) by making concessions. 2
satisfy (an appetite, scruples). o ap-
peasement n. [French a to, pais PEACE]
appellant /o'pelant/ n. person who ap-
peals to a higher court. [Latin appello
address]
appellate /o'pelat/ attrib. adj. (esp. of a
court) concerned with appeals.
appellation /zpo'leif(e)n/ n. formal
name or title; nomenclature.
appellative /o'pelotiv/ adj. 1 naming. 2
Gram. (of a noun) designating a class,
common.
append /o'pend/ v. (usu. foll. by to)
attach, affix, add, esp. to a written docu-
ment. [Latin appendo hang]

appendage /o'pendid3/ n. thing
attached; addition.
appendectomy /@pen'dektoami/ n.

(also appendicectomy /-dr'sektomi/)
(pl. -ies) surgical removal of the ap-
pendix. [from APPENDIX, -ECTOMY]
appendicitis /s,pendr'sartis/ n. inflam-
mation of the appendix.

appoint

appendix /o'pendiks/ n. (pl -dices
/-si:z/) 1 tissue forming a tube-shaped
sac attached to the large intestine. 2
addition to a book etc. [Latin: related to
APPEND]

appertain /zpa'tein/ v. (foll. by to)
relate, belong, or be appropriate. [Latin:
related to PERTAIN]

appetite /'zp1 tait/ n. 1 natural craving,
esp. for food or sexual activity. 2 (usu.
foll. by for) inclination or desire. [Latin
peto seek]

appetizer /'zpitaize(r)/ n. (also -iser)
small amount, esp. of food or drink, to
stimulate the appetite.

appetizing adj. (also -ising) stimu-
lating the appetite, esp. for food; tasty.

applaud /e'plo:d/ v. 1 express strong
approval (of), esp. by clapping. 2 com-
mend, approve (a person or action).
[Latin applaudo clap hands]

applause /a'plo:z/ n. 1 approval shown
by clapping the hands. 2 warm ap-
proval.

apple /'2p()l/ n. 1 roundish firm fruit
with crisp flesh. 2 tree bearing this. o
apple of one’s eye cherished person or
thing. [Old English]

apple-pie bed n. bed made (as a joke)
with sheets folded so as to prevent a
person lying flat.

apple-pie order n. extreme neatness.

appliance /a'plaians/ n. device etc. for a
specific task. [related to APPLY]

applicable /'zplikeb(s)l/ adj. (often
foll. by to) that may be applied; relevant;
appropriate. 0 applicability /-'biliti/ n.
[medieval Latin: related to APPLY]

applicant /zplikent/ n. person who
applies for something, esp. a job.

application /zpli’keif(a)n/ n. 1 formal
request. 2 act of applying. 3 substance
applied. 4 a relevance. b use (has many
applications). 5 diligence.

applicator /'zpli kerta(r)/ n. device for
applying ointment etc.

applied /o'plaid/ adj. practical, not
merely theoretical (applied science).

appliqué /o'pli:ker/ —n. cutting out
of fabric patterns and attaching them
to another fabric. —v. (-qués, -quéd,
-quéing) decorate with appliqué.
[French, = applied]

apply /e'plai/ v. (-ies, -ied) 1 (often foll.
by for, to, or to + infin.) formally re-
quest. 2 (often foll. by o) be relevant. 3
a make use of, employ (apply the rules;
apply common sense). b operate (apply
the brakes). 8 (often foll. by o) put or
spread on. 5 refl. (often foll. by f0) devote
oneself. [Latin applico fasten to]

appoint /a'pomnt/ v. 1 assign a job or
office to. 2 (often foll. by for) fix (a time,
place, etc.). 3 (as appointed adj.)




appointment

equipped, furnished (well-appointed).
D appointee /-'ti;/ n. [French a point
to a pointjJappointment n. 1 appoint-
ing or being appointed. 2 arrangement
for meeting or consultation. 3 a post or
office open to applicants. b person
appointed. 4 (usu. in pl.) furniture, fit-
tings; equipment.

apportion /a'po:f(s)n/ v. (often foll. by
to) share out; assiga as a share. ©
apportionment n. [medieval Latin:
related to PORTION]

apposite /'2pazit/ adj. (often foll. by to)
apt, appropriate; well expressed. [Latin
appono apply]

apposition /zpe'zif(s)n/ n. juxtaposi-
tion, esp. Gram. of elements sharing a
syntactic function (e.g. William the
Congqueror; my friend Sue).

appraisal /a'preiz(s)l/ n. appraising or
being appraised.

appraise /a'preiz/ v. (-sing) 1 estimate
the value or quality of. 2 set a price on
(esp. officially). [earlier apprize, assimil-
ated to PRAISE]

appreciable /a'pri:fab(a)]/ adj. signific-
ant, considerable. [French: related to
APPRECIATE]

appreciate /o'pri:fiert/ v. (-ting) 1 a
esteem highly; value. b be grateful for. 2
understand, recognize (appreciate the
danger). 3 rise or raise in value. ©
appreciative /-fativ/ adj. appreciat-
ory /-fjstar1/ adj. [Latin pretium price]

appreciation /sprifreif(en/ n. 1
favourable or grateful recognition.
2 sensitive estimation or judgement.
3 rise in value. [French: related to
APPRECIATE]

apprehend /zprrhend/ v. 1 seize,
arrest. 2 understand, perceive. [Latin
prehendo grasp)

apprehension /zprrhenf(e)n/ n. 1
uneasiness, dread. 2 understanding. 3
arrest, capture.

apprehensive /@prrhensiv/ adj.
uneasily fearful. o apprehensively
adv.

apprentice /o'prentis/ —n. 1 person
learning a trade by working in it for an
agreed period at low wages. 2 novice. 0.
(-cing) (usu. foll. by to) engage as an
apprentice (apprenticed to a builder). o
apprenticeship n. [French apprendre
learn]

apprise /o'praiz/ v. (-sing) formal in-
form. [French appris(e) learnt, taught]
appro /'2prau/ n. collog. © on appro =
on approval (see APPROVAL). [abbrevi-
ation]

approach /a'prautf/ —v. 1 come near or
nearer (to) in space or time. 2 tentat-
ively make a proposal to. 3 be similar or

apron

approximate to (approaching 5 mil-
lion). 4 set about (atask etc.).—n. 1actor
means of approaching. 2 approxima-
tion. 3 technique (try a new approach).
4 Golf stroke from the fairway to the
green. 5 Aeron. part of a flight before
landing. [Latin prope near]
approachable adj. 1 friendly, easy to
talk to. 2 able to be approached.
approbation /apraberf(s)n/ n. ap-
proval, consent. [Latin probo test]
appropriate —adj. /8'praupriat/ suit-
able, proper. —v. /a'pravpriert/ (-ting) 1
take, esp. without authority. 2 devote
(money etc.) to special purposes. O
appropriately adv. appropriation
/[~'e1f(a)n/ n. [Latin. proprius own]
approval /a'pru:v(s)l/ n. 1 approving.
2 consent; favourable opinion. © on
approval (of goods supplied) return-
able if not satisfactory.

approve /s'pru:v/ v. (-ving) 1 confirm;
sanction. 2 (often foll. by of) regard with
favour. [Latin probo test]

approx. abbr. approximate(ly).

approximate -adj. /o'proksimet/
fairly correct, near to the actual (ap-
proximate price). —v. [3'proksimert/
(-ting) (often foll. by o) bring or come
near (esp. in quality, number, etc.). O
approximately adv. approximation
/~merf(a)n/ n. [Latin proximus nearest]

appurtenance /s'p3:tinans/ n. (usu. in
pl.) belonging; accessory. [Latin perti-
neo belong to]

APR abbr. annual or annualized per-
centage rate (esp. of interest on loans or
credit).

Apr, abbr. April.

apres-ski | @prer'ski:/ —n. social activ-
ities following a day’s skiing. —attrib.
adj. (of clothes, drinks, etc.) suitable for
these. [French]

apricot /‘erpri,kot/ —n. 1 a small juicy
soft orange-yellow peachlike fruit.
b tree bearing it. 2 its colour. —adj.
orange-yellow. [Portuguese and Span-
ish from Arabic, ultimately from Latin
praecox early-ripe]

April /eipr(a)l/ n. fourth month of the
year. [Latin]

April Fool n person successfully
tricked on 1 April.

a priori /e1 prar'oral/ —adj. 1 (of reas-
oning) from causes to effects; deductive.
2 (of concepts etc.) logically indepen-
dent of experience; not derived from
experience. 3 assumed without invest-
igation (an a priori conjecture). —adv. 1
deductively. 2 as far as one knows.
[Latin, = from what is before]

apron /‘erpran/ n. 1 garment for cover-
ing and protecting the front of the
clothes. 2 Theatr. part of a stage in front
of the curtain. 3 area on an airfield for



apropos

manoeuvring or loading. O tied to a
person’s apron-strings dominated by
or dependent on that person (usu. a
woman). [originally napron, from
French nape table-cloth]

apropos /,zpra'pav/ —adj. 1 appropri-
ate. 2 colloq. (often foll. by of) in respect
of. —adv. 1 appropriately. 2 (absol.) in-
cidentally. [French a propos]

apse /zps/ n. large arched or domed
recess, esp. at the end of a church.
[related to APsIS]

apsis /'zpsis/ n. (pl. apsides /-di:z/)
either of two points on the orbit of a
planet etc. nearest to or furthest from
the body round which it moves. [Greek
(h)apsis arch, vault]

apt adj. 1 appropriate, suitable. 2 tend-
ing (apt to break down). 3 clever; quick
to learn. [Latin aptus fitted]

aptitude /e®ptitju:d/ n. 1 natural
talent. 2 ability or fitness, esp. specified.
[French: related to APT]

aqua /'zkwa/ n. the colour aquamarine.
[abbreviation]

aqua fortis / @kwa 'fo:t1s/ n. nitric acid.
[Latin, = strong water]

aqualung /'zkwalan/ n. portable
breathing-apparatus for divers. [Latin
aqua water]

aquamarine /zkwama'rin/ -n 1
bluish-green beryl. 2 its colour. —adj.
bluish-green. [Latin aqua marina sea
water]

aquaplane /'akws plemn/ —n. board for
riding on water, pulled by a speedboat.
—v. (-ning) 1 ride on this. 2 (of a vehicle)
glide uncontrollably on a wet surface.
[Latin aqua water, PLANE']

aqua regia /zkwa 'ri:d3e/ n. highly
corrosive mixture of acids, attacking
many substances unaffected by other
reagents. [Latin, = royal water]
aquarelle | zkwa'rel/ n. painting in
thin usu. transparent water-colours.
[French from Italian]

aquarium /s'’kweartom/ n. (pl. -s) tank
of water for keeping and showing fish
etc. [Latin aquarius of water]
Aquarius /e'kweartas/ n. (pl. -es) 1
constellation and eleventh sign of the
zodiac (the Water-carrier). 2 person
born when the sun is in this sign. [Latin:
related to AQUARIUM]

aquatic /a'’kweaetik/ —adj. 1 growing or
living in water. 2 (of a sport) played in or
on water. —n. 1 aquatic plant or animal.
2 (in pl) aquatic sports. [Latin aqua
water]

aquatint /'azkwatint/ n. etched print
resembling a water-colour. [Italian
acqua tinta coloured water]

arbiter

aqua vitae /zkwa 'vital/ n. strong
alcoholic spirit, esp. brandy. [Latin, =
water of life]

aqueduct /'zkwi,dakt/ n. water chan-
nel, esp. a bridge on columns across a
valley. [Latin aquae ductus conduit]

aqueous /'etkwias/ adj. of or like water.
[Latin aqua water]

aqueous humour n. clear fluid in the
eye between the lens and the cornea.

aquilegia /azkwr'li:dza/ n. (usu. blue-
flowered) columbine. [Latin]

aquiline /'zkwilam/ adj. 1 of or like an
eagle. 2 (of a nose) curved. [Latin aquila
eagle]

Ar symb. argon.

-ar suffix forming adjectives (angular;
linear). [Latin -aris]

Arab /'@rab/ —n. 1 member of a Semitic
people originating in Saudi Arabia and
neighbouring countries, now wide-
spread throughout the Middle East. 2
horse of a breed orig. native to Arabia.
—adj. of Arabia or the Arabs (esp. with
ethnic reference). [Arabic araps])

arabesque / zro'besk/ n. 1 Ballet pos-
ture with one leg extended horizontally
backwards and arms outstretched. 2
design of intertwined leaves, scrolls,
etc. 3 Mus. florid piece. [French from
Italian from arabo Arab)

Arabian /a'rerbian/ —adj. of or relating
to Arabia (esp. in geographical con-
texts) (Arabian desert). —n. native of
Arabia.

m Usage In the sense ‘native of Arabia’,
the usual term is now Arab.

Arabic /'zrsbik/ —n. Semitic language
of the Arabs. —adj. of the Arabs {esp.
their language or literature).

arabic numeral n. any of the
numerals 0-9.

arable /'zrab(a)l/ adj. (of land) suitable
for crop production. [Latin aro to
plough]

arachnid /s'rknid/ n. arthropod of a
class comprising spiders, scorpions, etc.
[Greek arakhné spider]

arak var. of ARRACK.

Araldite /'zreldait/ n. propr. epoxy
resin for mending china etc. [origin
unknown]

Aramaic /,zre'menk/—n. branch of the
Semitic family of languages, esp. the
language of Syria used as a lingua
franca in the Near East from the sixth
century BC. —adj. of or in Aramaic.
[Greek Aramaios of Aram (Hebrew
name of Syria)]

arbiter /'a:bita(r)/ n. 1 arbitrator in a
dispute. 2 person influential in a specific
field (arbiter of taste). [Latin from arbit-
ror to judge]
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arbitrary

arbitrary /‘a:bitreri/ adj. 1 random.
2 capricious; despotic. = arbitrarily

adv.

arbitrate /‘a:bitrert/ v. (-ting) decide
by arbitration.

arbitration /a:br'treif(e)n/ n. settle-
ment of a dispute by an impartial third
party.

arbitrator n. person appointed to
arbitrate.

arbor' /'a:ba(r)/ n. axle or spindle.
[Latin, = tree]

arbor? US var. of ARBOUR.

arboreal /a:'bo:r1al/ adj. of or living in
trees. [Latin arbor tree)

arborescent /a:ba'res(a)nt/ adj. tree-
like in growth or form.

arboretum /a:ba'ri:tam/ n. (pl -ta)
place cultivating and displaying rare
trees.

arboriculture /'a:bar1,kaltfa(r)/ n. cul-
tivation of trees and shrubs. [Latin
arbor tree, after agriculture]

arbor vitae /a:bs 'viitar/ n. any of
various evergreen conifers. [Latin, =
tree of life]

arbour /'a:ba(r)/ n. (US arbor) shady
garden alcove enclosed by trees etc.
[Latin herba herb: assimilated to Latin
arbor tree)

arbutus /a:'bju:tas/ n. tree or shrub
with clusters of flowers and strawberry-
like berries. [Latin]

arc -n. 1 part of the circumference of a
circle or other curve. 2 Electr. luminous
discharge between two electrodes. —v.
(arced; arcing /'a:kip/) form an arc;
move in a curve. [Latin arcus bow)

arcade /a:'kerd/ n. 1 covered walk, esp.
lined with shops. 2 series of arches
supporting or set along a wall. [Ro-
manic: related to ARc)

Arcadian /a:r'kerdian/ -n. idealized
country dweller. —adj. poetically rural.
[Greek Arkadia in the Peloponnese]

arcane /a:'kemn/ adj. mysterious, secret.
[Latin arceo shut up]

arch! -n. 1 curved structure as an open-
ing, as a support for a bridge, floor, etc.,
or as an ornament. 2 any arch-shaped
curve. -v. 1 provide with or form intoan
arch. 2span like an arch. 3 form anarch.
[Latin arcus arc)

arch? adj. self-consciously or affectedly
playful. © archly adv. [tfrom ARCH-,
originally in arch rogue etc.]

arch- comb. form 1 chief, superior (arch-
bishop). 2 pre-eminent, esp. unfavour-
ably (arch-enemy). [Greek arkhos chief]

Archaean /a:kizan/ (US ' Archean)
—adj. of the earliest geological era. —n.
this time. [Greek arkhaios ancient]

archaeology /akr'vleds/ n. (US
archeology) study of ancient cultures,

architect

esp. by the excavation and analysis of
physical remains. o archaeological
/-lod31k(3)l/ adj. archaeologist n.
[Greek arkhaiologia ancient history)
archaeopteryx /a:kr'optartks/ n. fos-
sil bird with teeth, feathers, and a rep-
tilian tail. [Greek arkhaios ancient,
Dpterux wing)

archaic /a'kerik/ adj. 1 a antiquated. b
(of a word etc.) no longer in ordinary
use. 2 of an early period of culture. o
archaically adv. [Greek arkhé begin-
ning]

archaism /'a:ker1z(3)m/ n. 1 use of the
archaic esp. in language or art. 2
archaic word or expression. o archa-
istic /-1stik/ adj.

archangel /'ak.emd3(3)l/ n. angel of
the highest rank.

archbishop /a:tf'bifap/ n. chief bishop
of a province.

archbishopric n. office or diocese of an
archbishop.

archdeacon /a:tf'di:ken/ n. church
dignitary next below a bishop. © arch-
deaconry n. (pl. -ies).

archdiocese /a:tf'darasis/ n. diocese
of an archbishop. o archdiocesan
/-dar'psis(a)n/ adj.

archduke /a:tf'dju:k/ n. hist. chief duke
(esp. as the title of a son of the Emperor
of Austria). 0 archduchy /-'datf1/ n. (pl
-ies). [medieval Latin archidux)

Archean US var. of ARCHAEAN.

arch-enemy /a:tf'enemi/ n. (pl. -ies)
1 chief enemy. 2 the Devil.

archeology US var. of ARCHAEOLOGY.

archer n. 1 person who shoots with a
bow and arrows. 2 (the Archer) zodi-
acal sign or constellation Sagittarius.
[Latin arcus bow]

archery n. shooting with a bow and
arrows, esp. as a sport.

archetype /'akitaip/ n. 1 original
model; prototype. 2 typical specimen.
o archetypal /-'taip(a)l/ adj. [Greek
tupon stamp]

archidiaconal /a:kidar'akan(a)l/ adj.
of an archdeacon. [medieval Latin)

archiepiscopal /a:kir'piskap(a)l/ adj.
of an archbishop. [Church Latin from
Greek]

archimandrite /a:krmendrait/ n. 1
superior of a large monastery in the
Orthodox Church. 2 honorary title of a
monastic priest. [Greek arkhi- chief,
mandrités monk)

archipelago /a:kr'pela,gau/ n. (pl -s)
1 group of islands. 2 sea with many
islands. [Greek arkhi- chief, pelagos

sea)

architect /'a:kitekt/ n. 1 designer of
buildings etc., supervising their con-
struction. 2 (foll. by of) person who



architectonic

brings about a specified thing (architect
of peace). [Greek arkhi- chief, tekton
builder]

architectonic /,a:kitek'tonik/ adj. 1 of
architecture. 2 of the systematization of
knowledge.

architecture /'akitektfa(r)/ n. 1 de-
sign and construction of buildings.
2 style of a building. 3 buildings etc.
collectively. o architectural /-'tek
tfor(a)l/ adj.

architrave /'‘a:kitretv/ n. 1 (in classical
architecture) main beam resting across
the tops of columns. 2 moulded frame
around a doorway or window. [Italian
archi- ARCH-, Latin trabs beam]

archive /‘a:karv/ —n. (usu. in pl) 1
collection of documents or records. 2
store for these. —v. (-ving) 1 place or
store in an archive. 2 Computing
transfer (data) to a less frequently used
file. [Greek arkheia public records]

archivist /akivist/ n. keeper of
archives.

archway n. arched entrance or pas-
sage.

arc lamp 7. (also arc light) light using
an electric arc.

Arctic /'a:ktik/—adj. 1 of the north polar
regions. 2 (arctic) collog. very cold. —n.
Arctic regions. [Greek arktos Great
Bear]

Arctic Circle n. parallel of latitude 66°
33’ N, forming an imaginary line round
the Arctic region.

arc welding n. use of an electric arc to
melt metals to be welded.

ardent /'a:d(e)nt/ adj. 1 eager, fervent,
passionate. 2 burning. © ardently adv.
[Latin ardeo burn]

ardour /'a:ds(r)/ n. (US ardor) zeal,
enthusiasm, passion.

arduous /'a:dju:aes/ adj. hard to accom-
plish; laborious, strenuous. [Latin, =
steep]

are' 2nd sing. present & Ist, 2nd, 3rd pl.
present of BE.

are? /a:(r)/ n. metric unit of measure, 100
square metres. [Latin: related to AREA]

area /'esr1a/ n. 1 extent or measure of a
surface (over a large area). 2 region
(southern area). 3 space for a specific
purpose (dining area). 4 scope or range.
5 space in front of the basement of a
building. [Latin, = vacant space]

arena /a'ri:na/ n. 1 central part of an
amphitheatre etc. 2 scene of conflict;
sphere of action. [Latin, = sand)

aren’t /a:nt/ contr. 1 are not. 2 (in
interrog.) am not (aren’t I coming t0o?).

areola /z'ri:ale/ n. (pl. -lae /-li:/) circu-
lar pigmented area, esp. around a nip-
ple. 0 areolar adj. [Latin diminutive of
AREA]

Aristotelian

areéte /z'rert/ n. sharp mountain ridge.
[French from Latin arista spine]

argent /‘a:d3(e)nt/ n. & adj. Heraldry
silver; silvery-white. [Latin argentum)

argon /'a:gon/ n. inert gaseous element.
[Greek argos idle]

argosy /'a:gasi/ n. (pl. -ies) poet. large
merchant ship. [[talian Ragusea nave
ship of Ragusa (in Dalmatia)]

argot /'a:gau/ n. jargon of a group or
class. [French]

argue /'a:gju:/ v. (-ues, -ued, -uing) 1
(often foll. by with, about, etc.) exchange
views forcefully or contentiously. 2
(often foll. by that) maintain by reason-
ing; indicate. 3 (foll. by for, against)
reason. 4 treat (a matter) by reasoning. 5
(foll. by into, out of) persuade. 0 argue
the toss collog. dispute a choice already
made. © arguable adj. arguably adv.
[Latin arguo make clear, prove]

argument /‘a:gjvment/ n. 1 (esp. con-
tentious) exchange of views; dispute. 2
(often foll. by for, against) reason given;
reasoning process. 3 summary of a book
etes

argumentation /a:gjumen'teif(a)n/ n.
methodical reasoning; arguing.

argumentative /a:gju'mentativ/ adj.
given to arguing.

Argus /'a:ges/ n. watchful guardian.
[Greek Argos mythical giant with 100
eyes]

argy-bargy /a:dsr'ba:dszi/ n. (pl -ies)
Jjoc. dispute, wrangle. [originally Scots]

aria /'arrie/ n. long accompanied solo
song in an opera etc. [Italian]

arid /'zrid/ adj. 1 dry, parched. 2 unin-
teresting. o aridity /s'riditi/ n. [Latin
areo be dry]

Aries /'eari:z/ n. (pl. same) 1 constella-
tion and first sign of the zodiac (the
Ram). 2 person born when the sun is in
this sign. [Latin, = ram]

aright /o'rait/ adv. rightly.

arise /a'raiz/ v. (-sing; past arose; past
part. arisen [o'r1z(a)n/) 1 originate. 2
(usu. foll. by from, out of) result. 3 come
to one’s notice; emerge. 4 rise, esp. from
the dead or from kneeling. [Old English
a- intensive prefix]

aristocracy / @r1'stokrasi/ n. (pl. -ies)1
ruling class or élite; nobility. 2 a govern-
ment by an élite. b State so governed. 3
(often foll. by of) best representatives.
[Greek aristokratia rule by the best]

aristocrat /'zristoa krzet/ n. member of
the aristocracy.

aristocratic | @riste'’kratik/ adj. 1 of
or like the aristocracy. 2 a dis-
tinguished. b grand, stylish.

Aristotelian | arista'tiltan/ —n. dis-
ciple or student of Aristotle. —adj. of
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arithmetic

Aristotle or his ideas. [Greek Aristotelés
(4th c. Bc), name of a Greek philosopher]
arithmetic —n. /a'ri@matik/ 1 science of
numbers. 2 use of numbers; computa-
tion. —adj. /@ri8'metik/ (also arith-
metical) of arithmetic. [Greek arith-

mos number]

arithmetic mean n. = AVERAGE 2.

arithmetic progression n. sequence
of numbers with constant intervals (e.g.
9, 7, 5, 3, etc.).

ark n. ship in which Noah escaped the
Flood with his family and animals. [Old
English from Latin arca)

Ark of the Covenant n. chest or
cupboard containing the tables of
Jewish Law.

arm' n. 1 upper limb of the human body
from shoulder to hand. 2 forelimb or
tentacle of an animal. 3 a sleeve of a
garment. b arm support of a chair etc. ¢
thing branching from a main stem (an
arm of the sea). d control, means of
reaching (arm of the law). ° arm in
arm with arms linked. at arm’s length
at a distance. with open arms cor-
dially. = armful n. (pl. -s). [Old English]

arm?—n. 1 (usu. in pl.) weapon. 2 (in pl.)
military profession. 3 branch of the
military (e.g. infantry, cavalry). 4 (in
pl.) heraldic devices (coat of arms).-v. 1
supply, or equip oneself, with weapons
etc., esp. in preparation for war. 2 make
(a bomb etc.) ready. © take up arms go
to war. under arms equipped for war.
up in arms (usu. foll. by against, about)
actively resisting, highly indignant.
[Latin arma arms]

armada /a:'ma:ds/ n. fleet of warships,
esp. (Armada) that sent by Spain
against England in 1588. [Spanish from
Romanic]

armadillo /a:moa'dilav/ n. (pl -s) S.
American mammal with a plated body
and large claws. [Spanish armado
armed man]

Armageddon /a:ms'ged(d)n/ n. huge
battle or struggle, esp. marking the end
of the world. [Rev. 16:16]

armament /‘a:mamant/ n. 1 (often in
pl.) military equipment. 2 equipping for
war. 3 force equipped. [Latin: related to
ARM?]

armature /‘a:matfa(r)/ n. 1 rotating coil
or coils of a dynamo or electric motor. 2
iron bar placed across the poles of_ a
horseshoe magnet to preserve its
power. 3 metal framework on which a
sculpture is moulded. [Latin armatura,
= armour]

armband n. band worn around the
upper arm to holdup a shirtslee_ve, oras
identification, or to aid swimming.

around

armchair n. 1 chair with arm supports.
2 (attrib.) theoretical rather than active
(armchair critic).

armbhole n. each of two holes for arms
ina garment.

armistice /'‘a:mistis/ n. truce, esp. per-
manent. [Latin arma arms, sisto make
stand]

Armistice Day n. anniversary of.the
armistice of 11 Nov. 1918. '

armlet n. ornamental band worn round
the arm.

armor etc. US var. of ARMOUR etc.

armorial /a:'mo:risl/ adj. of heraldry or
coats of arms. [related to ARMOUR]

armour /‘a:ma(r)/ —n. 1 protective usu.
metal covering formerly worn in fight-
ing. 2 a (in full armour-plate) protec-
tive metal covering for an armed
vehicle, ship, etc. b armed vehicles col-
lectively. 3 protective covering or shell
of an animal or plant. 4 heraldic devices.
—v. (usu. as armoured adj.) provide
with protective covering, and often
guns (armoured car; armoured train).
[Latin armatura: related to ARM?]

armourer n. 1 maker of arms or ar-
mour. 2 official in charge of arms.

armoury n. (pl. -ies) arsenal.

armpit »n. hollow under the arm at the
shoulder.

armrest n. = arm' 3b.

arms race n. competitive accumulation
of weapons by nations.

arm-wrestling n. trial of strength in
which each party tries to force the
other’s arm down.

army n. (pl. -ies) 1 organized armed
land force. 2 (prec. by the) the military
profession. 3 (often foll. by of) very large
number (army of locusts). 4 organized
civilian body (Salvation Army).
[French: related to ARM?]

arnica /'a:nika/ n. 1 plant of the daisy
family with yellow flowers. 2 medicine
prepared from this. [origin unknown]

aroma /a'rauma/ n. 1 esp. pleasing
smell, often of food. 2 subtle pervasive
quality. [Greek, = spice]

aromatherapy n. use of aromatic
plant extracts and oils in massage. O
aromatherapist n.

aromatic /@ra'matik/ —adj. 1 fra-
grant, spicy. 2 of organic compounds
having an unsaturated ring, esp. con-
taining a benzene ring. —n. aromatic
substance. [Latin: related to AROMA]

arose past of ARISE.

around /a'ravnd/ —adv. 1 on every side; _
all round; round about. 2 collog. a in"
existence; available. b near at hand. 3
here and there (shop around). —prep. 1
on or along the circuit of. 2 on every side
of. 3 here and there in or near (chairs



arouse

around the room). 4 a round (church
around the corner). b at a time near to
(came around four o’clock). = have
been around collog. be widely experi-
enced.
arouse /a‘ravz/ v. (-sing) 1 induce (esp.
an emotion). 2 awake from sleep. 3 stir
into activity. 4 stimulate sexually. O
arousal n. [a- intensive prefix]
arpeggio /a:'pedsiau/ n. (pl -s) Mus.
notes of a chord played in succession.
[Italian arpa harp)
arrack /'zrsk/ n. (also arak) alcoholic
spirit, esp. made from coco sap or rice.
[Arabic]
arraign /srem/ v. 1 indict, accuse. 2
find fault with; call into question (an
action or statement). = arraignment
n. [Latin ratio reason]
arrange /s'remd3’ v. (-ging) 1 put into
order; classify. 2 plan or provide for;
take measures (arranged a meeting;
arrange to see him; arranged for a
taxi). 3 agree (arranged it with her).
4 Mus. adapt (a composition) for a
particular manner of performance.
[French: related to RANGE]
arrangement n. 1 arranging or being
arranged. 2 manner of this. 3 something
arranged. 4 (in pl) plans, measures
(made my own arrangements). 5 Mus.
composition adapted for performance
in a particular way.
arrant /'zrent/ adj. literary downright,
utter (arrant liar). [var. of ERRANT,
originally in arrant (= outlawed,
roving) thief etc.)
arras [‘zres/ n. hist. rich tapestry or
wall-hanging. [Arras in France]
array /a‘rer/ —n. 1 imposing or well-
ordered series or display. 2 ordered
arrangement, esp. of troops (battle ar-
ray). -v. 1 deck, adorn. 2 set in order;
marshal (forces). [Latin ad-, READY]
arrears /a'riaz/ n.pl. amount (esp. of
work, rent, etc.) still outstanding or
uncompleted. T in arrears behind, esp.
in payment. [medieval Latin adretro
behindhand]
arrest /arest/ —v. 1 lawfully seize (a
suspect etc.). 2 stop or check the pro-
gress of. 3 attract (a person’s attention).
-n. 1 arresting or being arrested. 2
stoppage (cardiac arrest). [Latin resto
remain]
arrester n. device for slowing an air-
craft after landing.
arriere-pensée |zrijerpa'ser/ n. 1
secret motive. 2 mental reservation.
[French]
arris /'aris/ n. Archit. sharp edge at the
junction of two surfaces. [French areste,
= ARETE]

art

arrival /a'rarv(a)l/ n. 1 arriving; appear-
ance on the scene. 2 person or thing that
has arrived.
arrive /a'rarv/ v. (-ving) 1 (often foll. by
at, in) reach a destination. 2 (foll. by a?)
reach (a conclusion etc.). 3 collog.
become successful. 4 collog. (of a child)
be born. § (of a time) come. [Latin ripa
shore]
arriviste | zri:'vist/ n. ambitious or
ruthless person. [French: related to
ARRIVE]
arrogant /‘zragant/ adj. aggressively
assertive or presumptuous. J arrog-
ance n. arrogantly adv. [related to
ARROGATE]
arrogate /‘zragert/ v. (-ting) 1 (often
foll. by to oneself) claim (power etc.)
without right. 2 (often foll. by o) attri-
bute unjustly (to a person). - arroga-
tion /-'ge1f(a)n/ n. [Latin rogo ask]
arrow [‘zrau/ n. 1 pointed slender mis-
sile shot from a bow. 2 representation of
htl;x; esp. indicating direction. [Old Eng-
ish]
arrowhead 7. 1 pointed tip of an arrow.
2 water-plant with arrow-shaped leaves.
arrowroot n. 1 nutritious starch. 2
plant yielding this.
arse /a:s/ n. (US ass /zs)) coarse slang
buttocks. [Old English]
arsehole n. (US asshole) coarse slang 1
anus. 2 offens. contemptible person.
arsenal /"a:sen(a)l/ n. 1 store, esp. of
weapons. 2 place for the storage and
manufacture of weapons and ammuni-
tion. [Arabic, = workshop]
arsenic -n. /'a:senik/ 1 non-scientific
name for arsenic trioxide, a highly pois-
onous white powder used in weed-
killers etc. 2 Chem. brittle semi-metallic
element. —adj. /a:'senik/ of or contain-
ing arsenic. [French, ultimately from
Persian zar gold]
arson 'a:s(a)n/ n. crime of deliberately
setting fire to property. C arsonist n.
[Latin ardeo ars- burn}
art n. 1 a human creative skill or its
application. b work showing this. 2 a (in
pl; prec. by the) branches of creative
activity concerned with the production
of imaginative designs, sounds, or ideas,
e.g. painting, music, writing. b any one
of these. 3 creative activity resulting in
visual representation (good at music
but not art). 4 human skill as opposed to
nature (art and nature combined). 5
(often foll. by of) a skill, knack. b cun-
ning; trick, stratagem. 6 (in pl; usu.
prec. by the) supposedly creative sub-
jects (esp. languages, literature, and
history) as opposed to scientific, tech-
nical, or vocational subjects. [Latin ars
art-)




art deco

art deco /a:t 'dekau/ n. decorative art
style of 1910-30, with geometric motifs
and strong colours.
artefact /'a:tifekt/ n. (also artifact)
man-made object, esp. a tool or vessel as
an archaeological item. [Latin arte by
art, facio make]
arterial /a:'trer1al/ adj. 1 of or like an
artery. 2 (esp. of a road) main, import-
ant. [French: related to ARTERY]
arteriosclerosis Ja: trartausklia
‘rousis/ n. loss of elasticity and
thickening of artery: walls, esp. in old
age. [from ARTERY, SCLEROSIS]
artery /'a:terr/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 any of the
blood-vessels carrying blood from the
heart. 2 main road or railway line.
[Greek, probably from airé raise]
artesian well /a:'ti:zian/ n. well in
which water rises to the surface by
natural pressure through a vertically
drilled hole. [Artois, old French prov-
ince]
artful adj. crafty, deceitful. c artfully
adv.
arthritis /a:'0raitis/ n. inflammation of
a joint or joints. o arthritic /-'6ritik/
adj. & n. [Greek arthron joint]
arthropod /'a:ra,pod/ n. invertebrate
with a segmented body and jointed
limbs, e.g. an insect, spider, or crusta-
cean. [Greek arthron joint, pous pod-
foot]
artichoke /'a:titfauk/ n. 1 plant allied
to the thistle. 2 (in full globe artichoke)
its partly edible flower-head (see also
JERUSALEM ARTICHOKE). [Italian from
Arabic]
article /'a:tik(a)l/ =n. 1 item or thing. 2
non-fictional journalistic essay. 3 clause
or item in an agreement or contract. 4
definite or indefinite article. —v. (-ling)
employ under contract as a trainee.
[Latin articulus from artus joint]
articled clerk n. trainee solicitor.
articular /a:'tikjule(r)/ adj. of a joint or
joints. [Latin: related to ARTICLE]
articulate -adj. /a:'tikjulet/ 1 fluent
and clear in speech. 2 (of sound or
speech) having clearly distinguishable
parts. 3 having joints. —v. /a:'tikju,lert/
(-ting) 1 a pronounce distinctly. b speak
or express clearly. 2 (usu. in passive)
connect by joints. 3 mark with apparent
joints. 4 (often foll. by with) form a joint.
O articulately adv.
articulated lorry n. one with sections
connected by a flexible joint.
articulation /a:tikju'lerf(e)n/ n. 1 a
speaking or being spoken. b’ articulate
utterance; speech. 2 a act or mode of
jointing. b joint. [Latin: related to ARr-
TICULATE]
artifact var. of ARTEFACT.

as

artifice /'a:tifis/ n. 1 trick or clever
device. 2 cunning. 3 skill, ingenuity.
[Latin ars art- art, facio make]

artificer /a:'tifisa(r)/ n. 1 craftsman. 2
skilled military mechanic.

artificial /a:tr'fif(e)l/ adj. 1 not natural
(artificial lake). 2 imitating nature
(artificial flowers). 3 affected, insin-
cere. 0 artificiality /-fr'eliti/ n. arti-
ficially adv. [Latin: related to ARTIFICE]

artificial insemination n. non-sexual
injection of semen into the uterus.

artificial intelligence n. use of com-
puters for tasks normally regarded as
needing human intelligence.

artificial respiration n. manual or
mechanical stimulation of breathing.

artillery /a:'tilar1/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 heavy
guns used in land warfare. 2 branch of
the army using these. © artilleryman
n. [French artiller equip]

artisan /a:tr'zen/ n. skilled manual
worker or craftsman. [Latin artio in-
struct in the arts)

artist /‘a:tist/ n. 1 practitioner of any of
the arts, esp. painting. 2 artiste. 3 person
using skill or taste. o artistry n.
[French artiste from Italian]

artiste /a'ti:st/ n. professional per-
former, esp. a singer or dancer.

artistic /a:'tistik/ adj. 1 having natural
skill in art. 2 skilfully or tastefully done.
3 of art or artists. © artistically adv.

artless adj. 1 guileless, ingenuous. 2
natural. 3 clumsy. = artlessly adv.

art nouveau /,a: nu:'vau/ n. art style of
the late 19th century, with flowing lines.

artwork n. 1 illustrative material
in printed matter. 2 works of art
collectively (exhibition of children’s
artwork).

arty adj. (-ier, -iest) collog. preten-
tiously or affectedly artistic.

arum /'esrsm/ n. plant with arrow-
shaped leaves. [Greek aron]

-ary suffix forming adjectives (contrary;
primary). [French -aire, Latin -ari(u)s]
Aryan /‘ear1an/ —n. 1 speaker of any of
the languages of the Indo-European
family. 2 improperly (in Nazi ideology)
non-Jewish Caucasian. —adj. of Aryans.

[Sanskrit]

As symb. arsenic.

as! /®z, az/ —adv. & conj. (adv. as ante-
cedent in main sentence; conj. in relat-
ive clause expressed or implied) to the
extent to which . . . is or does etc. (am as
tall as he; am as tall as he is; (colloq.)
am as tall as him; as recently as last
week). —conj. (with relative clause
expressed or implied) 1 (with ante-
cedent so) expressing result or purpose
(came early so as to meet us). 2 (with
antecedent adverb omitted) although



as

(good as it is = although it is good). 3
(without antecedent adverb) a in the
manner in which (do as you like; rose
as one man). b in the capacity or form of
(I speak as your friend, Olivier as
Hamlet). ¢ while (arrived as I was
eating). d since, seeing that (as you are
here, we can talk). e for instance (ca-
thedral cities, as York). —rel. pron.
(with verb of relative clause expressed
or implied) 1 that, who, which (I had the
same trouble as you; he is a writer, as
is his wife, such countries as France). 2
(with a sentence as antecedent) a fact
that (he lost, as you know). 0 as for
with regard to (as for you, I think you
are wrong). as from on and after (a
specified date). as if (or though) as
would be the case if (acts as if he were in
charge). as it were in a way; to some
extent (he is, as it were, infatuated). as
long as see LONG'. as much see MUCH. as
of 1 = asfrom. 2 as at (a specified time).
as per see PER. as regards see REGARD.
as soon as see SOON. as such see SUCH.
as though see as if. as to with regard to.
as well 1 in addition. 2 advisable, desir-
able, reasonably. as well as in addition
to. as yet until now or up to a particular
time (have received no news as yet).
[Ol1d English, = ALs0]

as?/zs/ n. (pl. asses) Roman copper coin.
[Latin]

asafoetida /=seo'fetida/ n. (US asafet-
ida) resinous pungent plant gum used
in cooking and formerly in medicine.
[Persian aza mastic: related to FETID]

a.s.a.p. abbr. as soon as possible.

asbestos /as'bestos/ n. 1 fibrous silicate
mineral. 2 this as a heat-resistant
or insulating material. [Greek, =
unquenchable]

ascend /a'send/ v. 1 move or slope
upwards, rise. 2 climb; go up. 0 ascend
the throne become king or queen.
[Latin scando climb]

ascendancy n. (often foll. by over) dom-
inant power or control.

ascendant —adj. 1 rising. 2 Astron.
rising towards the zenith. 3 Astrol. just
above the eastern horizon. 4 predom-
inant. —n. Astrol. ascendant point of
the sun’s apparent path. o in the
ascendant gaining or having power
or authority.

ascension /a'senf(s)n/ n. 1 ascent.
2 (Ascension) ascent of Christ into
heaven.

ascent /a'sent/ n. 1 ascending, rising, or
progressing. 2 upward slope or path etc.

ascertain |/ @sa'tein/ v. find out for
certain. 7 ascertainment n. [French:
related to CERTAIN]

asinine

ascetic /o'setik/ —adj. severely ab-
stinent; self-denying. —n. ascetic, esp.
religious, person. [ asceticism
/-t1,812(3)m/ n. [Greek asked exercise]

ASCII /'zski/ abbr. Computing Amer-
ican Standard Code for Information
Interchange.

ascorbic acid /a'sko:bik/ n. vitamin C,
which prevents scurvy. [from A-, SCOR-
BUTIC]

ascribe /a'skraib/ v. (-bing) (usu. foll.
by to) 1 attribute (ascribes his health
to exercise). 2 regard as belonging.
0 ascription /a'skripf(a)n/ n. [Latin
scribo write]

asepsis /er'sepsis/ n. 1 absence of sepsis
or harmful micro-organisms. 2 method
of achieving asepsis in surgery.
o aseptic adj.

asexual /er'sek fual/ adj. 1 without sex,
sexual organs, or sexuality. 2 (of repro-
duction) not involving the fusion of
gametes. O asexually adv.

ash! n. 1 (often in pl.) powdery residue
left after burning. 2 (pl) human re-
mains after cremation. 3 (the Ashes)
Cricket trophy competed for by Aus-
tralia and England. [Old English]

ash? n. 1 tree with silver-grey bark. 2 its
hard, pale wood. [Old English]

ashamed /3'feimd/ adj. (usu. predic.) 1
embarrassed by shame (ashamed of
myself). 2 (foll. by to + infin.) hesitant,
reluctant out of shame (am ashamed to
say). [O1d English a- intensive prefix]

ashcan n. US dustbin.

ashen adj. like ashes, esp. grey or pale.

Ashkenazi |/ &fke'na:zi/ n. (pl. -zim) -
East European Jew. [Hebrew]

ashlar /'zfla(r)/ n. 1 large square-cut
stone used in building; masonry made of
these. 2 thin slabs of masonry used for
facing walls. [Latin axis board]

ashore /a'[2:(r)/ adv. towards or on the
shore or land.

ashram /'zfram/ n. place of religious
retreat for Hindus. [Sanskrit]

ashtray n. small receptacle for cigar-
ette ash, stubs, etc.

ashy adj. (er, -iest) 1 =
covered with ashes.

Asian /'e1f(a)n/ —n. 1 native of Asia. 2
person of Asian descent. —adj. of Asia.
[Latin from Greek]

Asiatic /erfr=tik/ —n. offens. Asian.
—adj. Asian. [Latin from Greek]

aside /o'said/ —adv. to or on one side;
away, apart. —n. words spoken aside,
esp. confidentially to the audience by an
actor.

asinine /'zs1,nam/ adj. like an ass, esp.
stupid or stubborn. © asininity
/“ninit1/ n. [Latin asinus ass]
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ask

ask ja:sk/ v. 1 call for an answer to or
about (ask her about it; ask him his
name). 2 seek to obtain from someone
(ask a favour of). 3 (usu. foll. by out, in,
or over, or to (a function etc.)) invite
(must ask them over; asked her to
dinner). 4 (foll. by for) seek to obtain.
meet, or be directed to (ask for help;
asking for you; ask for the bar). = ask
after inquire about (esp. a person). ask
for it slang invite trouble. [Old English]
askance /a'sk@ns/ adv. sideways or
squinting. = look askance at regard
suspiciously. [origin unknown)]
askew /a'skju:/ —adv. awry, crookedly.
—predic. adj. oblique; awry.
aslant /a'sla:nt/ —adv. obliquely or at a
slant. —prep. obliquely across.
asleep /a'sli:p predic. adj. & adv. 1ain
or into a state of sleep. b inactive,
inattentive. 2 (of a limb etc.) numb. 3
euphem. dead.
asp n. small venomous snake of North
Africa or Southern Europe. [Greek
aspis]
asparagus /3'speragas n. 1 plant of the
lily family. 2 edible shoots of this. [Latin
from Greek]
aspect "@spekt/ n. 1 viewpoint, feature,
etc. to be considered (one aspect of the
problem). 2 appearance or 100k (cheer-
ful aspect). 3 side of a building or loca-
tion facing a particular direction
(southern aspect). [Latin adspicio look
at]
aspen /'aspan/ n. poplar with very
tremulous leaves. [Old English: origin-
ally adj.]
asperity /a'spertty/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 sharp-
ness of temper or tone. 2 roughness;
rough excrescence. [Latin asper rough]
aspersion /a'sp3:f(a)n/ n. = cast asper-
sions on attack the reputation of. [Latin
aspergo besprinkle]
asphalt /=sfzlt/ —n. 1dark bituminous
pitch. 2 mixture of this with sand,
gravel, etc., for surfacing roads etc.
—v. surface with asphalt. [Latin from
Greek]
asphodel /'=sfa del n. 1 plant of the lily
family. 2 poet. immortal flower growing
in Elysium. [Latin from Greek]
asphyxia /@s'fiksia/ n. lack of oxygen
in the blood. causing unconsciousness
or death; suffocation. = asphyxiant
adj. & n. [Greek a- not, sphuxis pulse]
asphyxiate /@s'fiksieit v. (-ting) suf-
focate. = asphyxiation /-‘e1f(a)n/ n.
aspic /zspik/ n. savoury jelly used esp.
to contain game, eggs, etc. [French, =
Asp, suggested by the colours of the

jelly]

assembler

aspidistra /,zspr'distre/ n. house-plant
with broad tapering leaves. [Greek
aspis shield]
aspirant ‘zspirsnt/ —adj. aspiring. -n.
person who aspires. [Latin: related to
ASPIRE]
aspirate "@sperst/ —adj. pronounced
with an exhalation of breath; blended
with the sound of A. —n. sound of A;
consonant pronounced in this way. —v.
-rert/ (-ting) 1 pronounce with breath
or with initial A. 2 draw (fluid) by
suction from a cavity etc.
aspiration /asprreif(anj n. 1 am-
bition or desire. 2 drawing breath or
Phonet. aspirating.
aspirator "zspireita(r)’ n. apparatus
for aspirating fluid. [Latin: related to
ASPIRE]
aspire /3'spara(r)/ v. (-ring) (usu. foll. by
to or after, or to + infin.) have ambition
or a strong desire. [Latin aspiro breathe
upon)
aspirin /‘zsprin/ n. (pl. same or -s) 1
white powder, acetylsalicylic acid, used
to reduce pain and fever. 2 tablet of this.
{German)
ass' n. 1 a four-legged long-eared mam-
mal related to the horse. b donkey. 2
stu_pid person. [Old English from Latin]
ass” US var. of ARSE.
assagai var. of ASSEGAL
assail /a'serl/ v. 1 attack physically or
verbally. 2 tackle (a task) resolutely.
= assailant n. [Latin salio leap]
assassin /a'sazsm/ n. killer, esp. of a
political or religious leader. [Arabic, =
hashish-eater]
assassinate /a's@sinert’ v. (-ting) kill
for political or religious motives. ©
assassination /-nerf(a)n’ n.
assault 'a'so:1t/ —n. 1 violent physical or
verbal attack. 2 Law threat or display of
violence against a person. —v. make an
assault on. — assault and battery Law
threatening act resulting in physical
harm to a person. [Latin: related to
ASSAIL]
assay 'a'sel/ —n. testing of a metal or ore
to determine its ingredients and quality.
—v. make an assay of (a metal or ore).
[French. var. of essai ESSAY]
assegai “as1gar n. (also assagai) light
iron-tipped S. African spear. [Arabic, =
the spear]
assemblage 'a'semblid3/ n. 1 assem-
bling. 2 assembled group.

assemble 'a'semb(a)l/ v. (-ling) 1 gather .

together; collect. 2 esp. Mech. fit
together (components, a whole). [Latin
ad to, simul together)

assembler /a'sembla(r)) n. 1 person
who assembles a machine etc. 2 Com-
puting a program for converting



assembly

instructions written in low-level sym-
bolic code into machine code. b the low-
level symbolic code itself.

assembly /o'sembli/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
assembling. 2 assembled group, esp. asa
deliberative body. 3 assembling of com-
ponents.

assembly line n. machinery arranged
so that a product can be progressively
assembled.

assent /a'sent/ —v. (usu. foll. by 0) 1
express agreement. 2 consent. —n.
consent or approval, esp. official.
o assenter n. [Latin sentio think]

assert /a's3:t/ v. 1 declare, state clearly.
2 refl. insist on one’s rights. 3 enforce a
claim to (assert one’s rights). [Latin
assero -sert-]

assertion /o's3:f(e)n/ n. declaration,
forthright statement. -

assertive /o's3:tiv/ adj. tending to
assert oneself; forthright, positive.
o assertively adv. assertiveness n.

assess /a'ses/ v. 1 estimate the size or
quality of. 2 estimate the value of (prop-
erty etc.) for taxation. C assessment n.
[Latin assideo -sess- sit by]

assessor n. 1 person who assesses (esp.
for tax or insurance). 2 legal adviser on
technical questions.

asset /'zset/ n. 1 useful or valuable
person or thing. 2 (usu. in pl.) property
and possessions, esp. that can be set
against debts etc. [French asez from
Latin ad satis to enough]

asset-stripping n. the taking over of a
company and selling off of its assets to
make a profit.

asseverate /s'severert/ v. (-ting)
declare solemnly. © asseveration
/-'re1rf(a)n/ n. [Latin severus serious]

asshole US var. of ARSEHOLE.

assiduous /s'sidjues/ adj. 1 persever-
ing, hard-working. 2 attending closely.
o assiduity /esr'djuati) n. assidu-
ously adv. [Latin: related to ASSESS]

assign /a'samn/ —v. 1 (usu. foll. by t0) a
allot as a share or responsibility. b ap-
point to a position, task, etc. 2 fix (a time,
place, etc.). 3 (foll. by o) ascribe to (a
reason, date, etc.) (assigned the manu-
script to 1832). 4 (foll. by to) Law
transfer formally (esp. property) to
(another). —n. assignee. © assigner n.
assignor n. Law. [Latin assigno mark
out]

assignation / asig'neif(e)n/ n. 1 ap-
pointment to meet, esp. by lovers in
secret. 2 assigning or being assigned.

assignee /zsarni:/ n. Law person to
whom a right or property is assigned.

assignment /a'sainmant/ n. 1 task or
mission. 2 assigning or being assigned. 3
legal transfer.

assume

assimilate /a'similert/ v. (-ting) 1 ab-
sorb or be absorbed, either physically or
mentally. 2 (usu. foll. by fo, with) make
like; cause to resemble. 0 assimilable
adj. assimilation /-'lerf(a)n/ n. assim-
ilative /-lativ/ adj. assimilator n.
[Latin similis like]

assist /o'sist/ v. (often foll. by in +
verbal noun) help. o assistance n.
[Latin assisto stand by]

assistant n. 1 (often attrib.) person who
helps, esp. as a subordinate. 2 = sHOP
ASSISTANT.

assizes /o'saiziz/ n.pl. hist. court peri-
odically administering the civil and
criminal law. [French: related to AsSEss]

» Usage In 1972 the civil jurisdiction of
assizes in England and Wales was trans-
ferred to the High Court and the crim-
inal jurisdiction to the Crown Court.

Assoc. abbr. Association.

associate -v. /a'sauf1e1t/ (-ting) 1 con-
nect mentally (associate holly with
Christmas). 2join or combine, esp. for a
common purpose. 3 refl. declare oneself
or be in agreement. 4 (usu. foll. by with)
meet frequently or deal. —n. /a'sauf1at/ 1
partner, colleague. 2 friend, companion.
3 subordinate member of a society
etc. —adj. [a'sauf1at/ 1 joined or allied.
2 of lower status (associate member).
o associative /-fiativ/ adj. [Latin
socius allied]

association /s sausr'erf(e)n/ n. 1 group
organized for a joint purpose; society. 2
associating or being associated. 3 com-
panionship. 4 mental connection of
ideas. [medieval Latin: related to AssocI-
ATE]

Association Football n. football
played with a round ball which may not
be handled except by the goalkeepers.

assonance ['zsenans/ n. partial
resemblance of sound between two syl-
lables e.g. sonnet, porridge, and killed,
cold, culled. o assonant adj. [Latin
sonus sound]

assort /a'so:t/ v. 1 classify or arrange in
sorts. 2 (usu. foll. by with) suit or har-
monize with. [French: related to SORT]

assorted adj. 1 of various sorts, mixed.
2 classified. 3 matched (ill-assorted
pair).

assortment n. diverse group or mix-
ture.

assuage /a'swerds/ v. (-ging) 1 calm or
soothe. 2 appease (an appetite). O
assuagement n. [Latin suavis sweet]

assume /o'sju:m/ v. (-ming) 1 (usu. foll.
by that) take to be true. 2 simulate
(ignorance etc.). 3 undertake (an office




assuming

etc.). 4 take or put on (an aspect, attri-
bute, etc.) (assumed immense import-
ance). [Latin sumo take]

assuming adj.
presumptuous.

assumption /o'sampf(a)n/ n. 1 assum-
ing. 2 thing assumed. 3 (Assumption)
reception of the Virgin Mary bodily into
heaven.

assurance /a'fuarens/ n. 1 emphatic
declaration; guarantee. 2 insurance,
esp. life insurance. 3 certainty. 4 self-
confidence; assertiveness.

assure /a'fua(r)/ v. (-ring) 1 (often foll.
by of) a convince. b tell (a person)
confidently (assured him all was well).
2 ensure; guarantee (a result etc.). 3
insure (esp. a life). 4 (as assured adj.) a
guaranteed. b self-confident. [Latin
securus safe]

assuredly /a'fueridli/ adv. certainly.

AST abbr. Atlantic Standard Time.

astatine /'zsta ti:n/ n. radioactive ele-

. ment, the heaviest of the halogens.

[Greek astatos unstable]

aster n. plant with bright daisy-like
flowers. [Greek, = star]

asterisk /'zstarisk/ —n. symbol (*) used
to mark words or to indicate omission
etc. —v. mark with an asterisk. [Greek,
= little star]

astern /a'st3:n/ adv. (often foll. by of) 1
in or to the rear of a ship or aircraft. 2
backwards.

asteroid /'astaroid/ n. 1 any of the
minor planets orbiting the sun, mainly
between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter.
2 starfish. [Greek: related to ASTER]

asthma /'z2sma/ n. respiratory con-
dition marked by wheezing. [Greek azé
breathe hard]

asthmatic /zs'matik/ —adj. of or suf-
fering from asthma. —n. asthmatic
person.

astigmatism /a'stigma,tiz(d)m/ n. eye
or lens defect resulting in distorted
images. © astigmatic /zstig'matik/
adj. [from A-, STIGMA]

astir /a'st3:(r)/ predic. adj. & adv. 1 in
motion. 2 out of bed.

astonish /a'stonif/ v. surprise greatly,
amaze. = astonishment n. [Latin ex-
forth, tono thunder]

astound /a'staund/ v. astonish greatly.
astraddle /a'strad(a)l/ adv. astride.
astrakhan /@stro'’ken/ n. 1 dark
curly fleece of young Astrakhan lambs.
2 cloth imitating this. [Astrakhan in
Russia] )

astral /'str(e)l/ adj. of the stars; starry.
[Latin astrum star]

astray /a'stre1/ adv. & predic.adj. out of
the right way, erring. © go astray be

arrogant,

at

missing. [Latin extra away, vagor
wander]
astride /a'straid/ —adv. 1 (often foll. by
of) with a leg on each side. 2 with legs
apart. —prep. astride of, extending
across.
astringent  /a'strind3(e)nt/ —adj.
1 checking bleeding by contracting
body tissues. 2 severe, austere. —n.
astringent substance. o astringency
n. [Latin astringo draw tight]
astrolabe /'zstrsletb/ n. instrument
formerly used to measure the altitude of
stars etc. [Greek, = star-taking]
astrology /a'strolad31/ n. study of sup-
posed planetary influence on human
affairs. o astrologer n. astrological
/.@stra'lndzik(a)l/ adj. astrologist n.
[Greek astron star]
astronaut /'astra,no:t/ n. crew member
of a spacecraft. [Greek astron star,
nautes sailor)
astronautics /@stro'no:tiks/ n.pl
(treated as sing.) science of space travel.
O astronautical adj.
astronomical /astra'nomik(a)l/ adj.
(also astronomic) 1 of astronomy. 2
vast, gigantic. © astronomically adv.
astronomy /a'stronami/ n. the sci-
entific study of celestial bodies. o astro-
nomer n. [Greek astron star, nemé
arrange]
astrophysics /a@strav'fiziks/ n.pl
(treated as sing.) the study of the phys-
ics and chemistry of celestial bodies.
o astrophysical adj. astrophysicist
/-sist/ n. [Greek astron star]
astute /a'stju:t/ adj. shrewd. o astutely
adv. astuteness n. [Latin astus craft]
asunder /a'sanda(r)/ adv. literary apart.
asylum /s'sailam/ n. 1 sanctuary; pro-
tection, esp. for fugitives from the law
(seek asylum). 2 hist. institution for the
mentally ill or destitute. [Greek a- not,
sulon right of seizure]
asymmetry /a&'simitri/ n. lack of
symmetry. © asymmetric /-‘metrik/
adj. asymmetrical /-metrik(d)l/ adj.
[Greek]
At symb. astatine.
at /=t, ot/ prep. 1 expressing position
(wait at the corner; at school). 2
expressing a point in time (at dawn). 3
expressing a point in a scale (at his
best). 4 expressing engagement in an
activity etc. (at war). 5 expressing a
value or rate (sell at £10 each). 6 a with
or with reference to (annoyed at losing;
came at a run). b in response to (starts
at a touch). 7 expressing motion or aim
towards (aim at the target; laughed at
us). o at all see ALL. at hand see HAND.
at home see HOME. at it engaged in an
activity; working hard. at once see



atavism

ONCE. at that 1 moreover (a good one at
that). 2 then (at that he left). at times
see TIME. [Old English]

atavism /‘zte,viz(e)m/ n. 1 reappear-
ance of a remote ancestral character-
istic, throwback. 2 reversion to an
earlier type. — atavistic /-'vistik/ adj.
[Latin atavus ancestor]

ataxia /o'tksio/ n. Med. imperfect
control of bodily movements. [Greek
a- without, taxis order]

ate past of EAT.

-ate! suffix forming nouns denoting sta-
tus, function, or office (doctorate; con-
sulate). [Latin]

-ate? suffix forming adjectives with the
sense ‘having, full of (foliate; passion-
ate). [Latin participial ending -atus]

atelier /a'tel1,e1/ n. workshop or artist’s
studio. [French]

atheism /‘efriz(e)m/ n. belief that
there is no God. — atheist n. atheistic
/-'1stik/ adj. [Greek a- not, theos god]

atherosclerosis /z8srsuskla'rausis/
n. degeneration of the arteries caused
by a build-up of fatty deposits. [Greek
athéré groats)

athirst /o'03:st/ predic. adj. poet. 1 (usu.
foll. by for) eager. 2 thirsty.

athlete /'26li:t/ n. person who engages
in athletics, exercise, etc. [Greek athlon
prize]

athlete’s foot n. fungal foot condition.

athletic /=0'letik/ adj. 1 of athletes or
athletics. 2 physically strong or agile.

athletically adv. athleticism
/-s1z(a)m/ n. [Latin: related to ATHLETE]
athletics n.pl (usu. treated as sing.)
physical exercises, esp. track and field
events.

at-home n. social reception in a
person’s home.

-ation suffix 1 forming nouns denoting
an action or an instance of it (flirtation;
hesitation). 2 forming nouns denoting a
result or product of action (plantation;
starvation). [Latin -atio)

Atlantic /st'lentik/ adj. of or adjoining
the ocean between Europe and Africa to
the east and America to the west.
[Greek: related to ATLAS]
atlas /'ztlas/ n. book of maps or charts.
[Greek Atlas, the Titan who held up the
universe]
atmosphere /'2tmasfia(r)/ n. 1 a gases
enveloping the earth, any other planet,
etc. b air in a room etc., esp. if fetid. 2
pervading tone or mood of a place,
situation, or work of art. 3 unit of
pressure equal to mean atmospheric
pressure at sea level, 101,325 pascals.

atmospheric /-ferik/ adj. [Greek
atmos vapour, SPHERE]

atropine

atmospherics | ztmes'feriks/ n.pl 1
electrical atmospheric disturbance, esp.
caused by lightning. 2 interference with
telecommunications caused by this.

atoll /'atol/ n. ring-shaped coral reef
enclosing a lagoon. [Maldive]

atom /'ztoem/ n. 1 a smallest particle ofa
chemical element that can take partina
chemical reaction. b this as a source of
nuclear energy. 2 minute portion or
thing (atom of pity). [Greek atomos
indivisible]

atom bomb n. bomb in which energy is
released by nuclear fission.

atomic /a'tomik/ adj. 1 of or using atomic
energy or atomic bombs. 2 of atoms.

atomic bomb n. = aTom BoMB.

atomic energy n. nuclear energy.

atomic mass n. mass of an atom
measured in atomic mass units.

atomic mass unit n. unit of mass used
to express atomic and molecular
weights, equal to one-twelfth of the
mass of an atom of carbon-12.

atomic number n. number of protons
in the nucleus of an atom.

atomic theory n. theory that all mat-
ter consists of atoms.

atomic weight n. = RELATIVE AToMIC
MASS.

atomize | @ts'maiz/ v. (also -ise) (-zing
or -sing) reduce to atoms or fine
particles.

atomizer n. (also -iser) = AEROSOL 1.

atonal /er'tsun(s)l/ adj. Mus. not writ-
ten in any key or mode. = atonality
/-neelitt/ n.

atone /a'taun/ v. (-ning) (usu. foll. by
for) make amends (for a wrong). [from
ATONEMENT]

atonement n. 1 atoning. 2 (the Atone-
ment) expiation by Christ of mankind’s
sins. [at one + -MENT]

atrium /‘ertrram/ n. (pl. -s or atria) 1 a
central court of an ancient Roman
house. b (usu. skylit) central court
rising through several storeys. 2 each
of the two upper cavities of the heart.
[Latin]

atrocious /a'traufes/ adj. 1 very bad or
unpleasant (atrocious manners). 2
wicked (atrocious cruelty). — atro-
ciously adv. [Latin atrox cruel]

atrocity /e'trositi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 wicked
or cruel act. 2 extreme wickedness.
[Latin: related to ATROCIOUS]

atrophy /‘ztrafi/ —n. wasting away,
esp. through disuse; emaciation. —v.
(-ies, -ied) suffer atrophy or cause at-
rophy in. [Greek a- without, trophé food]

atropine /'ztrs pi:n/ n. poisonous alkal-
oid in deadly nightshade. [Greek Atro-
pos, the Fate who cut the thread of life]




attach

. attach /o'teet[/ v. 1 fasten, affix, join. 2

(in passive; foll. by to) be very fond of. 3
attribute or be attributable; assign
(can't attach a name to it, no blame
attaches to us). 4 accompany; form part
of (no conditions are attached). 5 refl.
(usu. foll. by to) take part in; join
(attached himself to the team). 6 seize
by legal authority. [French from Ger-
manic]

attaché /o'tafer/ n. specialist member
of an ambassador’s staff.

attaché case n. small rectangular
document case.

attachment n. 1 thing attached, esp.
for a purpose. 2 affection, devotion. 3
attaching or being attached. 4 legal seiz-
ure. 5 temporary position in an organ-
ization.

attack /o'tek/ —v. 1 try to hurt or defeat
using force. 2 criticize adversely. 3 act
harmfully upon (rust attacks metal). 4
vigorously apply oneself to. 5 Sport try
to gain ground or score (against). —n. 1
act of attacking. 2 offensive operation. 3
sudden onset of an illness. = attacker
n. [French from Italian]

attain /e'tern/ v. 1 reach, gain, accom-
plish (a goal etc.). 2 (foll. by to) arrive at
by effort or development. [Latin attingo
reach]

attainment n. 1 (often in pl) accom-
plishment or achievement. 2 attaining.

attar /'=ta:(r)/ n. perfume made from
rose-petals. [Persian]

attempt /a'tempt/ —v. 1 (often foll. by fo
+ infin.) try to do or achieve (attempted
to explain). 2 try to conquer (a moun-
tain etc.). =n. (often foll. by at, on, or to
+ infin.) attempting; endeavour (at-
tempt at winning; attempt on his life).
[Latin tempto try]

attend /a'tend/ v. 1 a be present (at)
(attended the meeting). b goregularly to
(attends church). 2 escort. 3 a (often foll.
by t0) turn or apply one’s mind. b (foll.
by to0) deal with (attend to the matter).
[Latin tendo stretch]

attendance n. 1 attending or being
present. 2 number present (high attend-
ance).

attendant —n. person escorting or pro-
viding a service (cloakroom attendant).
—adj. 1 accompanying (attendant
costs). 2 (often foll. by on) waiting
(attendant on the queen).

attendee / aten'di:/ n. person who at-
tends (a meeting etc.).

attention /a'tenf(a)n/ n. 1 act or faculty
of applying one’s mind; notice (atten-
tion wandered; attract his attention). 2
consideration, care. 3 (in pl.) a cour-
tesies. b sexual advances. 4 erect
esp. military attitude of readiness.

attribute

attentive /a'tentiv/ adj. 1 concentrat-
ing; paying attention. 2 assiduously
polite. o attentively adv. attentive-
ness n. :

attenuate /a'tenju,ert/ v. (-ting) 1 make
thin. 2 reduce in force, value, etc.
o attenuation /-‘erf(e)n/ n. [Latin
tenuis thin]

attest /a'test/ v. 1 certify the validity of. 2
(foll. by o) bear witness to. O attesta-
tion / te'sterf(a)n/ n. [Latin testis wit-
nessj

Attic /'etik/ —adj. of ancient Athens or
Attica, or the form of Greek used there.
—n. Greek as used by the ancient Athe-
nians. [Greek Attikos)

attic /'atik/ n. space or room at the top of
a house, usu. under the roof. [from
ArTic, with ref. to an architectural
feature]

attire /a'tata(r)/ formal —n. clothes, esp.
formal. —v. (-ring) (usu. as attired adj.)
dress, esp. formally. [French @ tire in
order]

attitude /'zt1tju:d/ n. 1 opinion or way
of thinking; behaviour reflecting this
(don't like his attitude). 2 bodily pos-
ture; pose. 3 position of an aircraft etc.
relative to given points. [Latin aptus
fitted)

attitudinize | atr'tju:di,naiz/ v. (also
-ise) (-zing or -sing) adopt (esp. affec-
ted) attitudes; pose.

attorney /a'ta:ni/ n. (pl. -s) 1 lawyer etc.
appointed to act for another in business
or legal matters. 2 US qualified lawyer. _
[French atorner assign]

Attorney-General n. (pl. Attorneys-
General) chief legal officer in some
countries.

attract /a'trekt/ v. 1 (also absol.) (of a
magnet etc.) draw to itself or oneself. 2
arouse interest or admiration in. [Latin
traho draw]

attraction /a'trekf(a)n/ n. 1 a attract-
ing or being attracted. b attractive qual-
ity (can't see the attraction in it). ¢
person or thing that attracts. 2 Physics
tendency of bodies to attract each other.

attractive /a'traktiv/ adj. 1 attract-
ing (esp. interest or admiration). 2
aesthetically pleasing; good-looking.

attractively adv.

attribute —v. /a'tribju:t/ (-ting) (usu.
foll. by to) 1 regard as belonging to,
written or said by, etc. (a poem attrib-
uted to Milton). 2 ascribe to (a cause)
(delays attributed to snow). =-n.
/'aetr1,bju:t/ 1 esp. characteristic quality
ascribed to a person or thing. 2 object
symbolizing or appropriate to a person,
office, or status. attributable
/a'tribjutab(a)l/ adj. attribution /zetr1
‘bju:f(a)n/ n. [Latin tribuo allot]



attributive

attributive /o'tribjutiv/ adj. Gram. (of
an adjective or noun) preceding the
word described, as old in the old dog.

attrition /a'tr1f(a)n/ n. 1 gradual wear-
ing down (war of attrition). 2 abrasion,
friction. [Latin tero trit- rub]

attune /a'tju:n/ v. (-ning) 1 (usu. foll. by
to) adjust to a situation etc. 2 Mus. tune.
[related to TUNE]

atypical /er'tipik(e)l/ adj. not typical.
O atypically adv.

Au symb. gold. [Latin aurum]

aubergine /'aubs3i:n/ n. plant with
white or purple egg-shaped fruit used as
a vegetable; eggplant. [French, ulti-
mately from Sanskrit]

aubrietia /o:'bri:fa/ n. (also aubretia)
dwarf perennial rock-plant with purple
or pink flowers. [Aubriet, name of an
artist] .

auburn /'o:ben/ adj. reddish-brown
(usu. of hair). [originally = yellowish
white: from Latin albus white]

auction /'o:kf(e)n/ —n. sale in which
articles are sold to the highest bidder.
—v. sell by auction. [Latin augeo auct-
increase]

auction bridge n. game in which
players bid _for the right to name
trumps.

auctioneer /okfe'nis(r)) n. person
who conducts auctions, esp. for aliving.

audacious /o:'derfes/ adj. 1 daring,
bold. 2impudent. 0 audacity /o:'das1t1/
n. [Latin audax bold]

audible /'0:d1b(s)l/ adj. able to be heard.
0 audibility /-'bilitr/ n. audibly adv.
[Latin audio hear]

audience /'o:diens/ n. 1 a assembled
listeners or spectators, esp. at a play,
concert, etc. b people addressed by a
film, book, etc. 2 formal interview with a
superior. [Latin: related to AUDIBLE]

audio /'2:d1au/ n. (usu. attrib.) sound or
its reproduction. [Latin audio hear]

audio- comb. form hearing or sound.

audio frequency n. frequency able to
be perceived by the human ear.

audiotape n. (also audio tape) 1 a mag-
netic tape for recording sound. b alength
of this. 2 a sound recording on tape.

audio typist n. person who types from
a tape-recording.

audiovisual /o:deuv'vizual/ adj. (of
teaching methods etc.) using both sight
and sound.

audit /'2:d1t/ —n. official scrutiny of ac-
counts. —v. (-t-) conduct an audit of.

audition /o:'dif(a)n/ —n. test of a per-
former’s suitability or ability. —v. assess
or be assessed at an audition. [Latin
audio hear]

auditor n. person who audits accounts.
[French from Latin]

aural

auditorium /o:di'to:rram/ n. (pl. -s)
part of a theatre etc. for the audience.
[Latin]

auditory /'o:diter1/ adj. of hearing.

au fait |au ‘fei/ predic. adj. (usu. foll. by
with) conversant (au fait with the
rules). [French]

Aug. abbr. August.

Augean /o:'d3i:en/ adj. filthy. [Greek
Augeas, a mythical king: his filthy
stables were cleaned by Hercules di-
verting a river through them}

auger /'2:ga(r)/ n. tool with a screw point
for boring in wood. [Old English]

aught /oit/ n. archaic anything. [Old
English]

augment /o5:g'ment/ v. make or become
greater; increase. 0 augmentation
/-'te1f(a)n/ n. [Latin: related to AUCTION]

augmentative /o:g'mentstiv/ adj. aug-
menting.

au gratin [au 'grzet@/ adj. cooked with
a crust of breadcrumbs or melted
cheese. [French]

augur /'2:ga(r)/ —v. portend, serve as an
omen (augur well or ill). —n. hist.
Roman religious official interpreting
natural phenomena in order to pro-
nounce on proposed actions. [Latin]

augury /'a:gjeri/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 omen.
2 interpretation of omens.

August /'o:gast/ n. eighth month of the
year. [Latin Augustus, first Roman
emperor]
august /o:'gast/ adj. venerable, impos-
ing. [Latin]

Augustan /o:'gast(e)n/ adj. 1 of the
reign of Augustus, esp. as a flourishing
literary period. 2 (of literature) refined
and classical in style. [Latin: see
AvucusT]

auk /ok/ n. black and white sea bird
with short wings, e.g. the guillemot,
puffin, etc. [Old Norse]

auld lang syne/,0:1d 1z 'samn/ n. times
long past. [Scots, = oid long since]

aunt /a:nt/ n. 1 sister of one’s father or
mother. 2 uncle’s wife. 3 collog. (form of
address by a child to) parent’s female
friend. [Latin amita)

auntie /‘a:nt1/ n. (also aunty) (pl. -ies)
collog. = AUNT.

Aunt Sally n. 1 game in which sticks or
balls are thrown at a wooden dummy. 2
target of general abuse.

au pair /au 'pea(r)/ n. young foreigner,
esp. a woman, helping with housework
etc. in exchange for board and lodging.
[French]

aura /'ao:ra/ n. (pl. -s) 1 distinctive atmo-
sphere. 2 subtle emanation. [Greek, =
breeze]

aural /'a:r(a)l/ adj. of the ear or hearing.
o aurally adv. [Latin auris ear]




\
7\ aureate

aureate /'oriat/ adj. literary 1 goiden. 2
resplendent. [Latin aurum gold]

aureole /['orriaul/ n. (also aureola
/a:'ri:ala/) 1 halo or circle of light, esp. in
a religious painting. 2 corona round the
sun or moon. [Latin, = golden (crown)]

au revoir |au ra'vwa:(r)/ int. & n. good-
bye (until we meet again). [French]
auricle /'0:r1k(a)l/ n. 1 each atrium of
the heart. 2 external ear of animals.

auricular /-rik-/ adj. [related to
AURICULA]

auricula /o:'rikjula/ n. (pl -s) primula
with ear-shaped leaves. [Latin, dimin-
utive of auris ear]

auriferous /o:'riferes/ adj. yielding
gold. [Latin aurifer from aurum gold]

aurochs /'o:roks/ n. (pl. same) extinct
wild ox. [German)]

aurora /o:'rorra/ n. (pl. -s or aurorae
/ri:/) luminous phenomenon, usu. of
streamers of light in the night sky above
the northern (aurora Dborealis
/,borr'eilis/) or southern (aurora aus-
tralis /o:'streilis/) magnetic pole. [Latin,
= dawn, goddess of dawn]

auscultation /,o:skal'terf(a)n/ n. listen-
ing, esp. to sounds from the heart, lungs,
etc., for purposes of diagnosis. [Latin
ausculto listen]

auspice /'a:spis/ n. 1 (in pl.) patronage
(esp. under the auspices of). 2 omen,
premonition. [originally ‘observation of
bird-flight”: Latin avis bird]

auspicious /o:'spifes/ adj. promising
well; favourable.

Aussie /'bzi/ slang —n. 1 Australian. 2
Australia. —adj. Australian. [abbrevi-
ation]

austere /v'stia(r)/ adj. (-terer, -terest) 1
severely simple. 2 morally strict. 3
stern, grim. [Greek austeros]

austerity /o'steriti/ n. (pl -ies) being
austere; hardship.

austral /'2:str(a)l/ adj. 1 southern. 2
(Austral) of Australia or Australasia.
[Latin auster south]

Australasian /ostra'ler3(a)n/ adj. of
Australasia, including Australia and
the islands of the SW Pacific.
Australian /v'strerlioen/ —n. 1 native or
national of Australia. 2 person of Aus-
tralian descent. —adj. of Australia.
autarchy /'2:ta:ki/ n. absolute rule; des-
potism. [Greek autos self, arkhé rule]
autarky /o:taki/ n. self-sufficiency,
esp. economic. [Greek autos self, arked
suffice] )
authentic /o:'6entik/ adj. 1 of undis-
puted origin; genuine. 2 reliable, trust-
worthy. 0 authentically adv. authen-
ticity /-tisiti/ n. [Greek authentikos)

auto-da-fé

authenticate /o:'6entikert/ v. (-ting)
establish as true, genuine, or valid.
0 authentication /-'ke1f(a)n/ n.

author /'2:8a(r)/ n. (fem. authoress
['0:6r1s/) 1 writer, esp. of books. 2 origin-
ator of an idea, event, etc. [Latin auctor]

authoritarian /o:8orr'tesrian/ —adj.
favouring or enforcing strict obedience
to authority. —n. authoritarian person.

authoritative /o:'8oritativ/ adj. 1 reli-
able, esp. having authority. 2 official.

authority /o:'0oriti/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 a
power or right to enforce obedience. b
(often foll. by for, or to + infin.) deleg-
ated power. 2 (esp. in pl) body having
authority. 3 influence based on recog-
nized knowledge or expertise. 4 expert.
[Latin auctoritas)]

authorize /o:8araiz/ v. (also -ise)
(-zing or -sing) 1 officially approve,
sanction. 2 (foll. by to + infin.) give
authority to (a person to do a thing).
o authorization /-'zeif(a)n/ n.

Authorized Version n. English
translation of the Bible made in 1611.

authorship n. 1 origin of a book etc. 2
profession of an author.

autism /'o:t1z(8)m/ n. condition charac-
terized by self-absorption and social
withdrawal. 0 autistic /o:'tistik/ adj.
[related to AuTo-]

auto /'o:itou/ n. (pl. -s) US collog. car.
[abbreviation of AUTOMOBILE]

auto- comb. form 1 self. 2 one’s own. 3 of
or by oneself or itself. [Greek autos]

autobahn |'>:tsvba:n/ n. (pl. -s) Ger-
man, Austrian, or Swiss motorway.
[German]

autobiography /o:teubar'ngrafi/ n.
(pl. -ies) 1 written account of one’s own
life. 2 this as a literary genre. 0 auto-
biographer n. autobiographical
/- baia'graefik(a)l/ adj.

autoclave /'aitaklerv/ n. sterilizer
using high-pressure steam. [Latin cla-
vus nail or clavis key]

autocracy /o:'tokrasi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 rule
by an autocrat. 2 dictatorship. [Greek
kratos power]

autocrat /'o:ts krzet/ n. 1 absolute ruler.
2 dictatorial person. r autocratic
/-'’kreetik/ adj. autocratically
/-'kraetikall/ adv.

autocross /'o:tav kros/ n. motor racing
across country or on unmade roads.

Autocue /'o:itau kju:/ n. propr. screen
etc. from which a speaker reads a tele-
vision script.

auto-da-fe |o:tevda:'fer/ n. (pl. autos-
-da-fé |o:tavz-/) 1 hist. ceremonial
judgement of heretics by the Spanish
Inquisition. 2 public burning of
heretics. [Portuguese, = act of the faith]



autograph

autograph /'o:tegra:f/ —n. signature,
esp. that of a celebrity. —v. sign or write
on in one’s own hand. [Greek grapho
write]

autoimmune /o:tavr'mju:n/ adj. (of a
disease) caused by antibodies produced
against substances naturally present in
the body.

automat /[otemeet/ n. US 1 slot-
machine. 2 cafeteria dispensing food
and drink from slot-machines. [French:
related to AUTOMATON]

automate /'o:ts, mett/ v. (-ting) convert
to or operate by automation.

automatic /o:te'maetik/ —adj. 1 work-
ing by itself, without direct human
intervention. 2 a done spontaneously
(automatic reaction). b following inev-
itably (automatic penalty). 3 (of a fire
arm) able to be loaded and fired con-
tinuously. 4 (of a vehicle or its
transmission) using gears that change
automatically. -n. 1 automatic
machine, firearm, or tool. 2 vehicle with
automatic transmission. © auto-
matically adv. [related to AUTOMATON]

automatic pilot n. device for keeping
an aircraft or ship on a set course.

automation /o:te'meif(s)n/ n. use or
introduction of automatic methods
or equipment in place of manual
labour.

automatism /o:'tomatize)m/ n. 1
involuntary action. 2 unthinking rou-
tine. [French: related to AUTOMATON]

automaton /o:'tomat(e)n/ n. (pl. -mata
or -s) 1 machine controlled auto-
matically; robot. 2 person acting like a
robot. [Greek, = acting of itself]
automobile /'o:tama,bi:l/ n. US motor
car. [French]

automotive /,0:ta'mautiv/ adj. of motor
vehicles.

autonomous /o:'tonamas/ adj. 1 having
self-government. 2 acting or free to act
independently. [Greek nomos law]

autonomy n. 1 self-government. 2 per-
sonal freedom.

autopilot n. = AUTOMATIC PILOT.
autopsy /'o:topsi/ n. (pl. -ies) post-
mortem. [Greek autoptés eye-witness]
autoroute ['o:tau,ru:t/ n. French motor-
way. [French]

autostrada ['>:tau,stra:ds/ n. (pl. -s or
-strade |-de1/) Italian motorway. [It-
alian]

auto-suggestion /o:tause'dzestf(a)n/
n. hypnotic or subconscious suggestion
made to oneself.

autumn /'o:tam/ n. 1 (often attrib.) sea-
son between summer and winter. 2 time
of incipient decline. © autumnal
Jo:'tamn(a)l/ adj. [Latin autumnus)

average

autumn equinox n. (also autumnal
equinox) equinox about 22 Sept.

auxiliary /o:g'zljer1/ —adj. 1 subsi-
diary, additional. 2 giving help. —n. (pL
-ies) 1 auxiliary person or thing. 2 (in
pl.) foreign or allied troops in the ser-
vice of a nation at war. 3 verb used to
form tenses or moods of other verbs (e.g.
have in I have seen). [Latin auxilium
help] .

auxin /'2:ksin/ n. plant hormone that
regulates growth.

AV abbr. Authorized Version.

avail /a'verl/ —v. 1 help; be of use. 2 refl.
(foll. by of) make use of, profit by. —n.
use, profit (of no avail). [Latin valeo be
strong]

available adj. 1 at one’s disposal,
obtainable. 2 a (of a person) free, not
committed. b able to be contacted. =
availability /-'bilit1/ n.

avalanche /'zvslamntf/ n. 1 rapidly
sliding mass of snow and ice on a moun-
tain. 2 sudden abundance (avalanche of |
work). [French]

avant-garde /avd'ga:d/ —n. pioneers
or (esp. artistic) innovators. —adj. new;
pioneering. [French, = vanguard]

avarice /'zveris/ n. extreme greed for
wealth. 0 avaricious /-rifes/ adj.
[Latin avarus greedy]

avatar /'zvata:(r)/ n. (in Hindu mytho-
logy) descent of a deity etc. to earth in
bodily form. [Sanskrit, = descent]

Ave ['a:ver/ n. (in full Ave Maria)
prayer to the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:28).
[Latin]

Ave. abbr. Avenue.

avenge /a'vend3/ v. (-ging) 1 inflict retri-
bution on behalf of. 2 take vengeance for
(an injury). 0 be avenged avenge one-
self. [Latin vindico]

avenue /'zva,nju:/ n. 1abroad esp. tree-
lined road or street. b tree-lined path
etc. 2 approach (explored every avenue).
[French avenir come to]

aver /[o'vai(r)/ v. (-rr-) formal assert,
affirm. © averment n. [Latin verus
true]

average /'@varid3/ —n. 1 usual amount,
extent, or rate. 2 amount obtained by
adding two or more numbers and divid-
ing by how many there are. 3 (with ref.
to speed etc.) ratio obtained by subtract-
ing the inital from the final value of each
element of the ratio (average of 50 miles
per hour). 8 Law damage to or loss of a
ship or cargo. —adj. 1 a usual, ordinary.
b mediocre. 2 constituting an average
(the average age is 72). —v. (-ging) 1
amount on average to. 2do on average. 3
estimate the average of. 0 average out
(at) result in an average (of). law of
averages principle that if one of two




averse

extremes occurs the other will also. on
(oronan)average as anaveragerateor
estimate. [Arabic, = damaged goods]

averse /a'v3:s/ predic. adj. (usu. foll. by
to) opposed, disinclined. [Latin verto
vers- turn]

aversion /a'v3:f(a)n/ n. 1 (usu. foll. by
to, for) dislike or unwillingness. 2 object
of this.

avert /a'v3:t/ v. (often foll. by from) 1
turn away (one’s eyes or thoughts). 2
prevent or ward off (esp. danger).

Avesta /a'vesta/ n. (usu. prec. by the)
sacred writings of Zoroastrianism (cf.
ZEND). [Persian]

aviary /'erviari/ n. (pl. -ies) large cage or
building for keeping birds. [Latin avis
bird]

aviation /ervreif(@)n/ n. science or
practice of flying aircraft. [Latin:
related to AVIARY]

aviator /'ervierta(r)/ n. person who flies
aircraft.

avid /'zvid/ adj. eager, greedy. o avid-
ity /e'viditi/ n. avidly adv. [Latin aveo
crave]

avionics /ervi'oniks/ n.pl. (usu. treated
as sing.) electronics as applied to avi-
ation. [from AVIATION, ELECTRONICS]

avocado /zve'ka:deu/ n. (pl. -s) 1 (in
full avocado pear) dark green edible
pear-shaped fruit with yellowish-green
creamy flesh. 2 tree bearing it. [Spanish
from Aztec]

avocet /'zva set/ n. long-legged wading
bird with an upward-curved bill.
[French from Italian]

avoid /a'void/ v. 1 keep away or refrain
from. 2 escape; evade. 3 Law quash,
annul. 0 avoidable adj. avoidance n.

[French]
avoirdupois /@veda'poiz/ n. (in full
avoirdupois weight) system of

weights based on a pound of 16 ounces
or 7,000 grains. [French, = goods of
weight]

avow /a'vau/ v. formal declare, confess.
o avowal n. avowedly /a'vavidli/ adv.
[Latin voco call]

avuncular /a'vapkjula(r)/ adj. like or of
an uncle, esp. in manner. [Latin avuncu-
lus uncle]

await /o'wert/ v. 1 wait for. 2 be in store
for. [French: related to WAIT]

awake /a'werk/ —v. (-king; past awoke;
past part. awoken) 1 cease to sleep or
arouse from sleep. 2 (often foll. by t0)
become or make alert, aware, or active.
—predic. adj. 1 not asleep. 2 (often foll. by

to) alert, aware. [Old English: related to

AY

awaken v. = AWAKE V.

awoken

m Usage Awake and awaken are inter-
changeable but awaken is much rarer
than awake as an intransitive verb.

award /a'wo:d/ —v. give or order to be
given as a payment or prize. —n. 1 thing
or amount awarded. 2 judicial decision.
[French]

aware /a'wea(r)/ predic. adj. 1 (often foll.
by of or that) conscious; having know-
ledge. 2 well-informed. © awareness n.
[O1d English] 7

m Usage Aware is also found used
attributively in sense 2, as in ‘a very
aware person’, but this should be
avoided in formal contexts.

awash /o'wnf/ predic. adj. 1 level with
the surface of, and just covered by,
water. 2 (foll. by with) overflowing,
abounding.

away /o'wel/ —adv. 1 to or at a distance
from the place, person, or thing in ques-
tion (go, give, look, away; 5 miles
away). 2 into non-existence (explain,
fade, away). 3 constantly, persistently
(work away). 4 without delay (ask
away). —attrib. adj. Sport not played on
one’s own ground (away match). —n.
Sport away match or win. [Old English:
related to A%, way]

awe /2:/ —n. reverential fear or wonder.
-v. (awing) inspire with awe. [Old
Norse]

aweigh /o'wer/ predic. adj. (of an
anchor) clear of the bottom.

awe-inspiring adj. awesome; magnifi-
cent.

awesome /'2:sam/ adj. inspiring awe;
dreaded.

awful /'ao:ful/ adj. 1 collog. very bad or
unpleasant (has awful writing; awful
weather). 2 (attrib.) as an intensifier
(awful lot of morey). 3 poet. inspiring
awe.

awfully adv. 1 badly; unpleasantly
(played awfully). 2 collog. very (awfully
pleased).

awhile /a'wail/ adv. for a short time. [a
while)

awkward /'o:kwad/ adj. 1 difficult to
use or deal with. 2 clumsy, ungainly. 3 a
embarrassed. b embarrassing. [obsolete
awk perverse]

awl n. small tool for piercing holes, esp.
in leather. [Old English]

awn n. bristly head of a sheath of barley
and other grasses. [Old Norse]

awning n. sheet of canvas etc. stretched
on a frame as a shelter against the sun
or rain. [origin uncertain]

awoke past of AWAKE.

awoken past part. of AWAKE.




AWOL

AWOL [‘etwpl/ abbr. collog. absent
without leave.

awry /a'ral/ —adv. 1 crookedly, askew. 2
amiss, wrong. —predic. adj. crooked;
unsound.

axe /xzks/ (US ax) —n. 1 chopping-tool
with a handle and heavy blade. 2 (the
axe) dismissal (of employees); abandon-
ment of a project etc. —v. (axing) cut
(esp. costs or staff) drastically; abandon
(a project). 0 an axe to grind private
ends to serve. [Old English]

axial /'aks1a]/ adj. of, forming, or placed
round an axis.

axil /'zksil/ n. upper angle between a
leaf and stem. [Latin axilla armpit]

axiom /'zksiam/ n. 1 established or
accepted principle. 2 self-evident truth.
0 axiomatic /-metik/ adj. [Greek
axios worthy]

axis /'azksis/ n. (pl. axes /-siz/) 1 a
imaginary line about which a body ro-
tates. b line which divides a regular
figure symmetrically. 2 fixed reference
line for the measurement of coordinates
etc. 3 (the Axis) alliance of Germany,
Italy, and later Japan, in the war of
1939-45. [Latin, = axle]

axle /'zks(a)l/ n. spindle on which a
wheel is fixed or turns. [Old Norse]

azure

axolotl /'akss Iot(a)l/ n. newtlike sala-
mander, which in natural conditions
retains its larval form of life. [Nahuatl,
= water-servant]

ayatollah /ae'tole/ n. Shiite religious
leader in Iran. [Persian from Arabic, =
token of God]

aye /a1/ —adv. archaic or dial. yes. —n.
affirmative answer or vote. [probably
from I, expressing assent]

azalea /a'zeilis/ n. a kind of rhododen-
dron. [Greek azaleos dry]

azimuth /'2z1mab/ n. angular distance
from a north or south point of the
horizon to the intersection with the
horizon of a vertical circle passing
through a given celestial body. 0 azi-
muthal /-'ma6(s)l/ adj. [French from
Arabic]

AZT abbr. drug intended for use against
the Aids virus. [from the chemical
name]

Aztec ['zztek/ —n. 1 member of the
native Mexican people overthrown by
the Spanish in 1519. 2 language of this
people. —adj. of the Aztecs or their
language. [Nahuatl, = men of the north])

azure /'z239(r)/ —n. 1 deep sky-blue col-
our. 2 poet. clear sky. —adj. deep sky-
blue. [Arabic]




B

B! /bi:/ n. (pl. Bs or B’s) 1 (also b) second
letter of the alphabet. 2 Mus. seventh
note of the diatonic scale of C major. 3
second hypothetical person or example.
4 second highest category (of roads,
academic marks, etc.). 5 (usu. b) Al-
gebra second known quantity.

B? symb. boron.

B3 abbr. (also B.) black (pencil-lead).

b. abbr. 1 born. 2 Cricket a bowled by. b
bye.

BA abbr. 1 Bachelor of Arts. 2 British
Airways.

Ba symb. barium.

baa /ba:/ —v. (baas, baaed or baa’d)
bleat. —n. sheep’s cry. [imitative]

babble /'bab(s)l/ —v. (-ling) 1 a talk,
chatter, or say incoherently or excess-
ively. b (of a stream etc.) murmur. 2
repeat or divulge foolishly. —n. 1 bab-
bling. 2 murmur of voices, water, etc.
[imitative]

babe n. 1 literary baby. 2 innocent or
helpless person. 3. US slang young
woman. [as BABY]

babel /'berb(a)l/ n. 1 confused noise, esp.
of voices. 2 scene of confusion. [Hebrew,
= Babylon (Gen. 11)]

baboon /ba'bu:n/ n. large long-nosed
African and Arabian monkey. [French
or medieval Latin]

baby /'berbi/ —n. (pl. -ies) 1 very young
child. 2 childish person. 3 youngest
member of a family etc. 4 (often attrib.)
a very young animal. b small specimen.
§ slang sweetheart. 6 one’s special con-
cern etc. -v. (-ies, -ied) treat like a baby;
pamper. o0 babyhood n. babyish adj.
[imitative of child’s ba ba]

baby boom n. collog. temporary in-
crease in the birthrate.

Baby Buggy n. propr. a kind of child’s
pushchair.

baby carriage n. US pram.

baby grand n. small grand piano.

Babygro n. (pl. -s) propr. stretchy all-
in-one baby suit.

babysit v. (-tt-; past and past part. -sat)
look after a child while its parents are
out. 0 babysitter n.

baccalaureate /bzka'lo:riat/ n. final
secondary school examination in
France and many international schools.
[medieval Latin baccalaureus bachelor]

baccarat /'bzka,ra:/ n. gambling card-
game. [French]

bacchanal /'bzkan(s)l/ —n. 1 drunken
revelry or reveller. 2 priest or follower
of Bacchus. —adj. 1 of or like Bacchus. 2
drunkenly riotous. [Latin Bacchus from
Greek, god of wine] .

Bacchanalia |bzkeo'nerlis/ n.pl 1
Roman festival of Bacchus. 2 (bacchan-
alia) drunken revelry.

bacchant /bazkent/ -n. (fem. bac-
chante /ba'kznti/) 1 priest or follower
of Bacchus. 2 drunken reveller. —adj. 1
of or like Bacchus or his rites. 2 drunk-
enly riotous, roistering.

Bacchic /'bzkik/ adj. =
adj.

baccy /'bzki/ n. (pl. -ies) collog. tobacco.
[abbreviation]

bachelor /bztfsla(r)/ n. 1 unmarried
man. 2 person with a university first
degree. 0 bachelorhood n. [related to
BACCALAUREATE]

bachelor girl n. independent young
single woman.

bacillus /ba'siles/ n. (pl. bacilli /-lar/)
rod-shaped bacterium, esp. one causing
disease. 0 bacillary adj. [Latin, di-
minutive of baculus stick]

back -n. 1 a rear surface of the human
body from shoulder to hip. b upper
surface of an animal’s body. ¢ spine
(broke his back). d keel of a ship. 2
backlike surface (back of the head,
chair, shirt). 3 reverse or more distant
part (back of the room; sat in the back;
write it on the back). 4 defensive player
in football etc. —adv. 1 to the rear (go
back a bit; looked back). 2 in or into a
previous state, place, or time (came
back; put it back; back in June). 3 at a
distance (stand back). 4 in return (pay
back). § in check (hold him back). -v. 1
a give moral or financial support to. b
bet on (a horse etc.). 2 (often foll. by up)
move backwards. 3 a put or serve as a
back, background, or support to. b Mus.
accompany. 4 lie at the back of (beach
backed by cliffs). 5 (of the wind) move
anticlockwise. —adj. 1 situated to the
rear; remote, subsidiary (back teeth). 2
past; not current (back pay; back issue).
3 reversed (back flow). o back and
forth to and fro. back down withdraw
from confrontation. the back of bey-
ond very remote place. back off 1 draw
back, retreat. 2 = back down. back on
to have its back adjoining (backson toa

BACCHANAL



backache

field). back out (often foll. by of) with-
draw from a commitment. back-pedal
reverse one’s action or opinion. back to
back with backs adjacent and facing
each other (stood back to back). back
up 1 give (esp. moral) support to. 2
Computing make a backup of (data, a
disk, etc.). get (or put) a person’s back
up annoy a person. get off a person’s
back stop troubling a person. turn
one’s back on abandon; ignore.
backer n. (in sense 1 of v.). backless
adj. [Old English]

backache n. ache in the back.

back-bencher n. MP not holding a
senior office.

backbiting n. malicious talk.

back-boiler n. boiler behind a domestic
fire.

backbone n. 1 spine. 2 chief support. 3
firmness of character.

back-breaking adj. (esp. of manual
work) extremely hard.

back-burner n. on the back-burner
receiving little attention.

backchat n. collog. verbal insolence.

backcloth n. 1 painted cloth at the back
of a stage. 2 background to a scene or
situation.

backcomb v. comb (the hair) towards
the scalp to give it fullness.

back-crawl n. = BACKSTROKE.

backdate v. (-ting) 1 make retrospect-
ively valid. 2 put an earlier date to than
the actual one.

back door n. secret or ingenious
means.

backdrop n. = BACKCLOTH.

backfire v. (-ring) 1 (of an engine or
vehicle) ignite or explode too early in
the cylinder or exhaust. 2 (of a plan etc.)
rebound adversely on its originator.

back-formation n. 1 formation of a
word from its seeming derivative (e.g.
laze from lazy). 2 word so formed.

backgammon n. board-game with
pieces moved according to throws of the
dice. [from BACK + obsolete form of
GAME']

background n. 1 part of a scene or
picture furthest from the observer. 2
(often attrib.) inconspicuous position
(kept in the background; background
music). 3 person’s education, social cir-
cumstances, etc. 4 explanatory or con-
tributory information or events.

backhand -attrib. adj. (of a stroke)
made with the hand across one’s body.
—n. such a stroke.

backhanded /bzk'hendid/ adj. 1
made with the back of the hand. 2
indirect; ambiguous (backhanded com-
pliment).

backup

backhander n. 1 a backhand stroke. b
backhanded blow. 2 slang bribe.
backing n. 1 a support, esp. financial or
moral. b material used for a thing’s back
or support. 2 musical accompaniment,
esp. to a pop singer.

backing track n. recorded musical
accompaniment.

backlash n. 1 violent, usu. hostile, reac-
tion. 2 sudden recoil in a mechanism.
backlist n. publisher’s list of books still
in print.

backlog n. arrears of work.

back number n. 1 out-of-date issue of a
periodical. 2 slang out-of-date person or
thing.

backpack -n. rucksack. —v. travel or
hike with this. ' backpacker n.

back passage n. collog. rectum.
backrest n. support for the back.
back room n. (often, with hyphen,
attrib.) place where secret work is done.
back seat n. less prominent or import-
ant position.

back-seat driver n. person eager to
advise without taking responsibility.
backside n. collog. buttocks.

back slang n. slang using words spelt
backwards (e.g. yob).

backslide v. (-ding; past -slid; past
part. -slid or -slidden) return to bad
habits etc.

backspace v. (-cing) move a typewriter
carriage etc. back one or more spaces.

backspin n. backward spin making a
ball bounce erratically.

backstage adv. & adj. behind the
scenes.

backstairs-n.pl. rear or sidesstairs ofa
building. —attrib. adj. (also backstair)
underhand; secret.

backstitch n. sewing with each stitch
starting behind the end of the previous
one.

back-stop n. 1 Cricket etc. a position
directly behind the wicket-keeper. b
fielder in this position. 2 last resort.

backstreet -n. side-street, alley.
—attrib. adj. illicit; illegal (backstreet
abortion).

backstroke n. swimming stroke done
on the back.

back-to-back adj. (of houses) with a
party wall at the rear.

back to front adj. 1 with back and
front reversed. 2 in disorder.

back-to-nature attrib. adj. seeking a
simpler way of life.

backtrack v. 1 retrace one’s steps. 2
reverse one’s policy or opinion.

backup n. (often attrib.) 1 support; re-
serve (back-up team). 2 Computing a
making of spare copies of data for
safety. b copy so made.




backward

backward /'bezkwad/ —adv. = BACK-

WARDS. —adj. 1 towards the rear or,

starting-point (backward look). 2
reversed (backward roll). 3 slow to
develop or progress. 4 hesitant, shy.
backwards adv. 1 away from one’s
front (lean backwards). 2 a with the
back foremost (walk backwards). b in
reverse of the usual way (count back-
wards). 3 a into a worse state. b into the
past. ¢ (of motion) back towards the
starting-point (roll backwards). ©
backwards and forwards to and fro.
bend (or fall or lean) over backwards
collog. make every effort, esp. to be fair
or helpful.

backwash n. 1receding waves made by
a ship etc. 2 repercussions.
backwater n. 1 peaceful, secluded, or
dull place. 2 stagnant water fed from a
stream.

backwoods n.pl. 1 remote uncleared
forest land. 2 remote region. 1) back-
woodsman n.

backyard n. yard behind a house etc.

bacon /'beikan/ n. cured meat from the
back or sides of a pig. [French from
Germanic]

bacteriology /baktiari'vlad3i/ n. the
study of bacteria.

bacterium /bak'tiorrtam/ n. (pl. -ria)
unicellular micro-organism lacking an
organized nucleus, esp. of a kind caus-
ing disease. 1 bacterial adj. [Greek, =
little stick]

s Usage A common mistake is the
use of the plural form bacteria as the
singular. This should be avoided.

bad -adj. (worse, worst) 1 inadequate,
defective (bad work, light). 2 un-
pleasant (bad weather). 3 harmful (is
bad for you). 4 (of food) decayed. 5
collog. ill, injured (feeling bad today; a
bad leg). 6 collog. regretful, guilty (feels
bad about it). 7 serious, severe (a bad
headache, mistake). 8 a morally unac-
ceptable (bad man; bad language). b
naughty. 9 not valid (a bad cheque). 10
(badder, baddest) esp. US slang excel-
lent. —n. ill fortune; ruin. —adv. US
collog. badly. © not (or not so) bad
collog. fairly good. too bad collog.
regrettable. [Old English]

bad blood n. ill feeling.

bad books see BOOK.

bad breath n. unpleasant-smelling
breath.

bad debt n. debt that is not recoverable.
baddy n. (pl -ies) collog. villain in a
story, film, etc.

bade see BID.

bad egg see EGG'.

bad faith n. intent to deceive.

bah

badge n. 1 small flat emblem worn to
signify office, membership, etc., or as
decoration. 2 thing that reveals a con-
dition or quality. [origin unknown]
badger -n. nocturnal burrowing mam-
mal with ablack and white striped head.
—v. pester, harass. [origin uncertain]

badinage |'badina:3/ n. playful ridi-
cule. [French]

bad lot n. person of bad character.

badly adv. (worse, worst) 1 in a bad
manner. 2 collog. very much (wants it
badly). 3 severely (badly defeated).

badminton /bzdmint(e)n/ n. game
with rackets and a shuttlecock. [Bad-
minton in S. England]

bad-mouth v. esp. US slang abuse
verbally, put down.

bad news n. collog. unpleasant or
troublesome person or thing.

bad-tempered adj. irritable.

baffle /'b2f(s)l/ —v. (-ling) 1 perplex. 2
frustrate, hinder. —n. device that checks
flow esp. of fluid or 'sound waves. .0
bafflement n. [origin uncertain]

BAFTA /'beefta/ abbr. British Associ-
ation of Film and Television Arts.

bag —n. 1 soft open-topped receptacle. 2
a piece of luggage. b woman'’s handbag.
3 (in pl; usu. foll. by of) collog. large
amount (bags of time). 4 slang derog.
woman. 5 animal’s sac. 6 amount of
game shot by one person. 7 (usu. in pl.)
baggy skin under the eyes. 8 slang
particular interest (folk music is not my
bag). —v. (-gg-) 1 collog. a secure
(bagged the best seat). b (often in phr.
bags I) collog. claim as being the first
(bags I go next). 2 put in a bag. 3 (cause
to) hang loosely; bulge. (1 in the bag
collog. achieved, secured. - bagful n.
(pl. -s). [origin unknown]

bagatelle / baga'tel/ n. 1 game in which
small balls are struck into holes on a
board. 2 mere trifle. 3 short piece of esp.
piano music. [French from Italian]

bagel /'beig(9)l/ n. ring-shaped bread
roll. [Yiddish]

baggage /'baegids/ n. 1 luggage. 2 port-
able army equipment. 3 joc. or derog. girl
or woman. 4 mental encumbrances.
[French]

baggy adj. (-ier, -iest) hanging loosely.

baggily adv. bagginess n.

bagpipe n. (usu. in pl) musical instru-
ment consisting of a windbag connected
to reeded pipes.

baguette /ba'get/ n. long thin French
loaf. [French]

bah int. expressing contempt or dis-
belief. [French]



Baha’i

Baha’i /bo'har/ n. (pl. -s) member of a
monotheistic religion emphasizing re-
ligious unity and world peace. [Persian
baha splendour]

bail' —n. 1 money etc. pledged against
the temporary release of an untried
prisoner. 2 person(s) giving this. —p.
(usu. foll. by out) 1 release or secure the
release of (a prisoner) on payment of
bail. 2 release from a difficulty; rescue.
0 on bail released after payment of bail.
[Latin bajulus carrier]

bail® n. 1 Cricket either of two cross-
pieces bridging the stumps. 2 bar hold-
ing the paper against a typewriter
platen. 3 bar separating horses in an
open stable. [French]

bail® v. (also bale) 1 (usu. foll. by out)
scoop water out of (a boat etc.). 2 scoop
(water etc.) out. 0 bail out var. of bale
out 1 (see BALEY). [French]

bailey /'berli/ n. (pl. -s) 1 outer wall of a
castle. 2 court enclosed by it. [French:
related to BAIL?]

Bailey bridge /'berli/ n. prefabricated
military bridge for rapid assembly. [Sir
D. Bailey, name of its designer]

bailiff /'berlif/ n. 1 sheriff’s officer who
executes writs and carries out dis-
traints. 2 landlord’s agent or steward.
[French: related to BAIL']

bailiwick /'berliwik/ n. 1 Law district of
a bailiff. 2 joc. person’s particular inter-
est. [as BAILIFF, obsolete wick district]

bain-marie /baznma'ri:/ n. (pl. bains-
-marie pronunc. same) pan of hot water
holding a pan containing sauce etc. for
slow heating. [French, translation of
medieval Latin balneum Mariae bath of
Maria (a supposed alchemist)]

bairn n. Scot. & N.En Fl child. [Old
English: related to BEAR']

bait —n. 1 food used to entice prey. 2
allurement. —v. 1 harass, torment, or
annoy (a person or chained animal). 2
put bait on (a hook, trap, etc.). [Old
Norse]

baize n. usu. green woollen felted
material, used for coverings. [French pl.
baies chestnut-coloured]

bake v. (-king) 1 cook or become cooked
by dry heat, esp. in an oven. 2 collog.
(usu. as be baking) (of weather, a per-
son, etc.) be very hot. 3 harden by heat.
[Old English]

baked beans n.pl. baked haricot beans,
usu. tinned in tomato sauce.

Bakelite /'beikslait/ n. propr. plastic
made from formaldehyde and phenol,
used formerly for buttons, plates, etc.
[German from Baekeland, name of its
inventor]

baker n. person who bakes and sells
bread, cakes, etc., esp. for a living.

balance of power

Baker day n. collog. day set aside for in-
service training of teachers. [Baker,
name of the Education Secretary re-
sponsible for introducing them]

baker’s dozen n. thirteen.

bakery n. (pl. -ies) place where bread
and cakes are made or sold.

Bakewell tart /'beitkwel/ n. open
pastry case lined with jam and filled
with almond paste. [Bakewell in Derby-
shire]

baking-powder n. mixture of sodium
bicarbonate, cream of tartar, etc., as a
raising agent.

baking-soda n. sodium bicarbonate.

baklava /'bzklavs/ n. rich sweetmeat
of flaky pastry, honey, and nuts. [Turk-

ish]

baksheesh /'bakfi:f/ n. gratuity, tip.
[Persian]

Balaclava /bzle'kla:ve/ n. (in full
Bzlaclava helmet) usu. woollen cover-
ing for the whole head and neck, except
for the face. [Balaclava in the Crimea,
the site of a battle in 1854]

balalaika /bale'latke/ n. guitar-like
stringed instrument with a triangular
body. [Russian]

balance /'bzlsns/—n. 1 a even distribu-
tion of weight or amount. b stability of
body or mind. 2 apparatus for weighing,
esp. one with a central pivot, beam, and
two scales. 3 a counteracting weight or
force. b (in full balance-wheel) regu-
lating device in a clock etc. 4 decisive
weight or amount (balance of opinion).
5 a agreement or difference between
credits and debits in an account. b
amount still owing or outstanding (will
pay the balance). c amount left over. 6 a
Art harmony and proportion. b Mus.
relative volume of sources of sound. 7
(the Balance) zodiacal sign or constel-
lation Libra. —v. (-cing) 1 bring into,
keep, or be in equilibrium (balanced a
book on her head; balanced on one leg).
2 (often foll. by with, against) offset or
compare (one thing) with another
(balance the pros and cons). 3 counter-
act, equal, or neutralize the weight or
importance of. 4 (usu. as balanced adj.)
make well-proportioned and harmo-
nious (balanced diet, balanced opin-
ion). 5 a compare and esp. equalize the
debits and credits of (an account). b (of
an account) have credits and debits
equal. 0 in the balance uncertain; at a
critical stage. on balance all things
considered. [Latin bilanx scales]

balance of payments n. difference in
value between payments into and out of
a country.

balance of power n. 1 situation of
roughly equal power among the chief




balance of trade

States of the world. 2 power held by a
small group when larger groups are of
equal strength.

balance of trade n. difference in value
between imports and exports.

balance sheet n. statement giving the
balance of an account.

balcony /'balkeni/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 usu.
balustraded platform on the outside of a
building with access from an upper
floor. 2 upper tier of seats in a theatre
etc.  balconied adj. [Italian]

bald /bo:ld/ adj. 1 lacking some or all
hair on the scalp. 2 lacking the usual
hair, feathers, leaves, etc. 3 collog. with
a worn surface (bald tyre). 4 plain,
direct (bald statement, style). = bald-
ing adj. (in senses 1-3). baldly adv. (in
sense 4). baldness n. [Old English]

balderdash /'bo:lde,daf/ n. nonsense.
[origin unknown]

bale' —n. tightly bound bundle of mer-
chandise or hay. —v. (-ling) make up
into bales. © bale out 1 (also bail out)
(of an airman) make an emer%ency
parachute descent. 2 var. of BAIL' v. 2.
[Dutch: related to BALL']

bale? var. of BaL®.

baleen /ba'liin/ n. whalebone. [Latin
balaena whale]

baleful /'beilfvl/ adj. 1 menacing in
look, manner, etc. 2 malignant, destruc-
tive. © balefully adv. [archaic baleevil]

balk var. of BAULK.

Balkan /'bo:lkan/ adj. 1 of the region of
SE Europe bounded by the Adriatic,
Aegean, and Black Sea. 2 of its peoples
or countries. [Turkish]

ball! /bo:l/ —n. 1 sphere, esp. for use in a
game. 2 a ball-shaped object; material in
the shape of a ball (ball of snow, wool).
b rounded part of the body (ball of the
foot). 3 cannon-ball. 4 single delivery or
pass of a ball in cricket, baseball, foot-
ball, etc. 5 (in pl) coarse slang a test-
icles. b (usu. as int.) nonsense. ¢ =
BALLS-UP. d courage, ‘guts’. —v. form
into a ball. — balls up coarse slang
bungle; make a mess of. on the ball
collogq. alert. [Old Norse]

ball? /ba:l/ n. 1 formal social gathering
for dancing. 2 slang enjoyable time (esp.
have a ball). [Greek ballo throw]

ballad /'bzled/ n. 1 poem or song nar-
rating a popular story. 2 slow senti-
mental song. [Provencal: related to
BALL?]

balladry n. ballad poetry.

ball-and-socket joint n. joint in
which a rounded end lies in a concave
socket.

ballast /'bzlest/ —n. 1 heavy material
stabilizing a ship, the car of a balloon,
etc. 2 coarse stone etc. as the bed of a

ballroom dancing

railway track or road. 3 mixture of
coarse and fine aggregate for making
concrete. —v. provide with ballast. [Low
German or Scandinavian]

ball-bearing n. 1 bearing in which the
two halves are separated by a ring of
small balls. 2 one of these balls.

ballboy n. (fem. ballgirl) (in tennis) boy
or girl who retrieves balls.

ballcock n. floating ball on a hinged
arm controlling the water level in a
cistern. s

ballerina / bzle'ri:na/ n. female ballet-
dancer. [Italian: related to BALL?]

ballet /bale;/ n. 1 dramatic or
representational style of dancing to
music. 2 particular piece or perform-
ance of ballet. = balletic /ba'letik/ adj.
[French: related to BALL?]

ballet-dancer n. dancer of ballet.

ball game n. 1 a game played with a
ball. b US baseball game. 2 esp. US
collog. affair; matter (a whole new ball
game).

ballista /ba'lista/ n. (pl. -stae /-sti:/) (in
ancient warfare) catapult for hurling
large stones etc. [Latin from Greek ballo
throw]

ballistic /ba'listik/ adj. of projectiles.

ballistic missile n. missile that is
powered and guided but falls by gravity.
ballistics n.pl (usu. treated as sing.)
science of projectiles and firearms.

ballocking var. of BOLLOCKING.

ballocks var. of BOLLOCKS.

balloon /ba'lu:n/ —n. 1 small inflatable
rubber toy or decoration. 2 large usu.
round inflatable flying bag, often carry-
ing a basket for passengers. 3 collog.
balloon shape enclosing dialogue etc. in
a comic strip or cartoon. —v. 1 (cause to)
swell out like a balloon. 2 travel by
balloon. © balloonist n. [French or
Italian, = large ball]

ballot /'bzlat/ —n. 1 occasion or system
of voting, in writing and usu. secret. 2
total of such votes. 3 paper etc. used in
voting. =v. (-t-) 1 (usu. foll. by for) a hold
a ballot; give a vote. b draw lots for
precedence etc. 2 take a ballot of (bal-
loted the members). [Italian ballotta:
related to BALLOON]

ballot-box n. sealed box for completed
ballot-papers.

ballot-paper n. = BALLOT n. 3.

ballpark n. US 1 baseball ground. 2
collog. sphere of activity, etc. 3 (attrib.)
collog. approximate. © in the right
ballpark collog. approximately correct.

ball-point n. (in full ball-point pen)
pen with a tiny ball as its writing point.

ballroom n. large room for dancing.

ballroom dancing n. formal social
dancing.



balls-up

balls-up n. coarse slang bungle, mess.
bally /'bal1/ adj. & adv. slang mild form
of bloody (see BLOODY adj. 3). [alteration
of BLOODY]

ballyhoo /bzlrhu:/ n. 1 loud noise or
fuss. 2 noisy publicity. [origin unknown]
balm /ba:m/ n. 1 aromatic ointment. 2
fragrant oil or resin exuded from certain
trees and plants. 3 thing that heals or
soothes. 4 aromatic herb. [Latin: related
to BALSAM]

balmy /'ba:mi/ adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 mild
and fragrant; soothing. 2 slang =
BARMY. (1 balmily adv. balminess n.

baloney var. of BOLONEY.

balsa /'ba:lsa/ n. 1 (in full balsa-wood)
tough lightweight wood used for making
models etc. 2 tropical American tree
yielding it. [Spanish, = raft]

balsam /'bo:lsam/ n. 1 resin exuded from
various trees and shrubs. 2 ointment,
esp. containing oil or turpentine. 3 tree
or shrub yielding balsam. 4 any of
several flowering plants. © balsamic
/-'seemik/ adj. [Latin balsamum]
baluster /'balasta(r)/ n. short post or
pillar supporting a rail. [Greek balaus-
tion wild-pomegranate flower]

m Usage Baluster is often confused
with banister. A baluster is usually part
of a balustrade whereas a banister sup-
ports a stair handrail.

balustrade / bala'streid/ n. railing sup-
ported by balusters, esp. on a balcony.

bamboo /bam'bu:/ n. 1 tropical giant
woody grass. 2 its stem, used for canes,
furniture, etc. [Dutch from Malay]

bamboo-shoot n. young shoot of bam-
boo, eaten as a vegetable.

bamboozle /bem'bu:z(a)l/ v. (-ling) col-
log. cheat; mystify. & bamboozlement
n. [origin unknown]

ban -v. (-nn-) forbid, prohibit, esp. form-
ally. —-n. formal prohibition (ban on
smoking). [Old English, = summon)]

banal /ba'na:l/ adj. trite, commonplace.
© banality /-naliti/ n. (L -ies).
banally adv. [French, related to BAN:
originally = compulsory, hence = com-
mon]

banana /ba'na:na/ n. 1 long curved soft
fruit with a yellow skin. 2 treelike plant
bearing it. © go bananas slang go mad.
[Portuguese or Spanish, from an African
name]

banana republic n. derog. small State,
esp. in Central America, dependent on
foreign capital.

band -n. 1 flat, thin strip or loop of paper,
metal, cloth, etc., put round something
esp. to hold or decorate it. 2 a strip of
material on a garment. b stripe. 3 group

bane

of esp. non-classical musicians. 4 organ-
ized group of criminals etc. 5 range of
frequencies, wavelengths, or values. 6
belt connecting wheels or pulleys. —v. 1
(usu. foll. by together) unite. 2 put a band
on. 3 mark with stripes. [Old Norse
(related to BiND) and French]

bandage /'bendid3/ —n. strip of material
used to bind a wound etc. —v. (-ging) bind"
with a bandage. [French: related to
BAND]

bandanna /ban'dens/ n. large pat-
terned handkerchief or neckerchief.
[Portuguese from Hindi)

b. & b. abbr. bed and breakfast.

bandbox n. hatbox.

bandeau /'bandeu/ n. (pl -x /-davz/)
narrow headband. [French]

banderole /bznds'ravl/ n. 1 long nar-
row flag with a cleft end. 2 ribbon-like
inscribed scroll. [Italian: related to BAN-

NER]

bandicoot /bandrku:t/ n. 1 catlike
Australian marsupial. 2 (in full bandi-
coot rat) destructive rat in India.
[Telugu, = pig-rat]

bandit /'bzndit/ n. robber or outlaw,
esp. one attacking travellers etc. O ban-
ditry n. [Italian]

bandmaster n. conductor of a band.
bandog /'bandog/ n. fighting-dog bred
for its strength and ferocity. [from
BAND, DOG]

bandolier /bznda'lia(r)/ n. (also ban-
doleer) shoulder belt with loops or
pockets for cartridges. [Dutch or
French])

band-saw n. mechanical saw with a
blade formed by an endless toothed
band.

bandsman n. player in a band.
bandstand n. outdoor platform for
musicians.

bandwagon n. o climb (or jump) on
the bandwagon join a popular or suc-
cessful cause etc.

bandwidth n. range of frequencies
within a given band.

bandy' adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 (of the legs)
curved so as to be wide apart at the
knees. 2 (also bandy-legged) having
bandy legs. [perhaps from obsolete
bandy curved stick]

bandy? v. (-ies, -ied) 1 (often foll. by
about) a pass (a story, rumour, etc.) to
and fro. b discuss disparagingly (ban-
died her name about). 2 (often foll. by
with) exchange (blows, insults, etc.).
[perhaps from French]

bane n. 1 cause of ruin or trouble. 2 poet.
ruin. 3 archaic (except in comb.) poison
(ratsbane). © baneful adj. [Old Eng-
lish]




bang

bang —n. 1 loud short sound. 2 sharp
blow. 3 coarse slang act of sexual inter-
course. 4 US fringe cut straight across
the forehead. —v. 1 strike or shut noisily
(banged the door shut). 2 (cause to)
make a bang. 3 coarse slang have sexual
intercourse (with). —adv. 1 with a bang.
2 collog. exactly (bang in the middle). —
bang on collog. exactly right. go bang 1
shut noisily. 2 explode. 3 (as bang goes
etc.) collog. be suddenly lost (bang go
my hopes). [imitative]

banger n. 1 slang sausage. 2 slang
noisy old car. 3 firework designed to go
bang.

bangle /'bang(a)l/ n. rigid bracelet or
anklet. [Hindi bangri]

banian var. of BANYAN.

banish /'bznif/ v. 1 condemn to exile.
2 dismiss (esp. from one’s mind).
1 banishment n. [Germanic: related
to BAN]

banister/banista(r)/ n.(alsobannister)
(usu. in pl) uprights and handrail be-
side a staircase. [corruption of BALUS-
TER]

m Usage See note at baluster.

banjo /'band3eu/ n. (pl. -s or -es) guitar-
like stringed instrument with a circular
body. ' banjoist n. [US southern cor-
ruption of bandore from Greek pan-
doura lute]

bank'! —n. 1 sloping ground beside a
river. 2 raised area, esp. in the sea;
slope. 3 mass of cloud, fog, snow, etc. —v.
1 (often foll. by up) heap or rise into
banks. 2 pack (a fire) tightly for slow
burning. 3 a (of a vehicle, aircraft, etc.)
round a curve with one side higher than
the other. b cause to do this. [Old Norse:
related to BENCH]

bank? —n. 1 establishment for de-
positing, withdrawing, and borrowing
money. 2 kitty in some gambling games.
3 storage place (blood bank). —v. 1
deposit (money etc.) in a bank. 2 (often
foll. by at, with) keep money (at a bank).
o bank on collog. rely on (I'm banking
on you). [French banque or Italian
banca: related to BANK']

bank?® n. row of similar objects, e.g.
lights, switches, oars. [French banc
from Germanic: related to BANK']

bankable adj. certain to bring profit.

bank card n. (also banker’s card) =
CHEQUE CARD.

banker n. 1 owner or manager of a
bank. 2 keeper of the bank in some
gambling games.

bank holiday n. public holiday, when
banks are officially closed.

banking 7. business of running a bank.

banknote n. piece of paper money.

bap

bankrupt /'benkrapt/ —adj. 1 legally
declared insolvent. 2 (often foll. by of)
exhausted or drained (of emotion etc.).
—n. insolvent person, esp. one whose
assets are used to repay creditors. —v.
make bankrupt. = bankruptcy n. (pl.
-ies). [Italian banca rotta broken bench:
related to BANK?]

banksia /'banpksia/ n. Australian ever-
green flowering shrub. [Banks, name of
a naturalist] -

banner n. 1 large sign bearing a slogan
or design, esp. in a demonstration or
procession; flag. 2 slogan, esp. political.
[Latin bandum standard]

banner headline n. large, esp. front-
page, newspaper headline.

bannister var. of BANISTER.

bannock /'bznask/ n. Scot. & N.Engl.
round flat loaf, usu. unleavened. [Old
English]

banns n.pl notice announcing an
intended marriage, read out in a parish
church. [pl. of BAN]

banquet /'bzpkwit/ —n. sumptuous,
esp. formal, feast or dinner. —v. (-t-)
attend, or entertain with, a banquet;
feast. [French diminutive of banc
bench]

banquette /bzn'ket/ n. upholstered
bench, esp. in a restaurant or bar.
[French from Italian]

banshee /'banfi:/ n. Ir. & Scot. wailing
female spirit warning of death in a
house. [Irish, = fairy woman]

bantam /'bzntam/ n. 1 a kind of small
domestic fowl. 2 small but aggressive
person. [apparently from Bantan in
Java]

bantamweight n. 1 weight in certain
sports between flyweight and feather-
weight, in amateur boxing 514 kg.
2 sportsman of this weight.

banter —n. good-humoured teasing. —v.
1 tease. 2 exchange banter. [origin
unknown]

Bantu /ban'tu:/ —n. (pl. same or -s) 1
often offens. member of a large group of
central and southern African Blacks. 2
group of languages spoken by them.
—adj. of these peoples or languages.
[Bantu, = people]

Bantustan /bantu:'sta:n/ n. S.Afr.
often offens. = HOMELAND 2.

banyan /'bznjen/ n. (also banian)
Indian fig tree with self-rooting
branches. [Portuguese from SanskKrit,
= trader]

baobab /'beiau,bab/ n. African tree
with a massive trunk and large pulpy
fruit. [probably African dial.]

bap n. soft flattish bread roll. [origin
unknown]



baptism

baptism /'baeptiz(e)m/ n. symbolic ad-
mission to the Christian Church, with
water and usu. name-giving. 0 baptis-
mal /-'tizm(a)l/ adj. [Greek baptizé bap-
tize]

baptism of fire n. 1 initiation into
battle. 2 painful initiation into an ac-
tivity. .

baptist n. 1 person who baptizes, esp.
John the Baptist. 2 (Baptist) Christian
advocating baptism by total immersion.

baptistery /'baptister1/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 a
part of a church used for baptism. b Aist.
separate building used for baptism. 2 (in
a Baptist chapel) receptacle used for
immersion.

baptize /bap'taiz/ v. (also -ise) (-zing or
-sing) 1 administer baptism to. 2 give a
name or nickname to.

bar! —n. 1 long piece of rigid material,
esp. used to confine or obstruct. 2 a
something of similar form (bar of soap;
bar of chocolate). b band of colour or
light. ¢ heating element of an electric
fire. d metal strip below the clasp of a
medal, awarded as an extra distinction.
e Heraldry narrow horizontal stripe
across a shield. 3 a counter for serving
alcohol etc. on.- b room or building
containing it. ¢ small shop or stall serv-
ing refreshments (snack bar). d counter
for a special service (heel bar). 4 a
barrier. b restriction (colour bar; bar to
promotion). 5 prisoner’s enclosure in a
lawcourt. 6 any of the sections into
which a piece of music is divided by
vertical lines. 7 (the Bar) Law a barris-
ters collectively. b profession of barris-
ter. —v. (-rr-) 1 a fasten with a bar or
bars. b (usu. foll. by in, out) shut or keep
in or out. 2 obstruct, prevent. 3 (usu. foll.
by from) prohibit, exclude. 4 mark with
stripes. —prep. except. O be called to
the Bar be admitted as barrister. be-
hind bars in prison. [French]

bar? n. esp. Meteorol. unit of pressure,
10° newtons per square metre, approx.
one atmosphere. [Greek baros weight]

barathea / bzra'i:a/ n. fine wool cloth.
[origin unknown]

barb -n. 1 secondary backward-facing
projection from an arrow, fish-hook,
etc. 2 hurtful remark. 3 fleshy filament
at the mouth of some fish. —v. 1 fit witha
barb. 2 (as barbed adj.) (of a remark
etc.) deliberately hurtful. [Latin barba
beard]

barbarian /ba:'besrion/ —n. 1 uncul-
tured or brutish person. 2 member of a
primitive tribe etc. —adj. 1 rough and
uncultured. 2 uncivilized. [Greek bar-
baros foreign]

barbaric /ba:'baerik/ adj. 1 uncultured;
brutal, cruel. 2 primitive.

barefaced

barbarism /'ba:bariz(e)m/ n. 1 bar-
baric state or act. 2 non-standard word
or expression.

barbarity /ba:'beriti/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
savage cruelty. 2 brutal act.

barbarous /ba:bsrss/ adj. =
BARIC 1.

barbecue /'ba:brkju:/ —n. 1 a meal
cooked over charcoal etc. out of doors.
b party for this. 2 grill etc. used for this.
—0. (-ues, -ued, -uing) cook on a barbe-
cue. [Spanish from Haitian]

barbed wire n. wire with interwoven
sharp spikes, used in fences and bar-
riers.

barbel /'ba:b(s)l/ n. 1 freshwater fish
with barbs. 2 = BARB n. 3. [Latin:
related to BARB]

barbell n. iron bar with removable
weights at each end, used for weightlift-
ing.

barber n. person who cuts men’s hair
etc. by profession. [medieval Latin
barba beard]

barberry /'ba:beri/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 shrub
with yellow flowers and red berries. 2its
berry. [French berberis]

barber-shop n. collog. close harmony
singing for four male voices.

barber’s pole n. pole with spiral red
and white stripes as a barber’s sign.

barbican /'ba:bikan/ n. outer defence,
esp. a double tower above a gate or
drawbridge. [French]

barbie /'ba:bi/ n. Austral. slang barbe-
cue. [abbreviation]

bar billiards n.pl. form of billiards
with holes in the table.

barbiturate /ba:'bitjuret/ n. soporific
or sedative drug from barbituric acid.
[German, from the name Barbara)

barbituric acid /ba:br'tjverik/ n. or-
ganic acid from which barbiturates are
derived.

Barbour /'ba:bs(r)/ n. propr. type of
green waxed jacket. [Barbour, name of a
draper]

barcarole /ba:ks'rsul/ n. 1 gondoliers’
song. 2 music imitating this. [Italian
barca boat]

bar-code n. machine-readable striped
code on packaging etc.

bard n. 1 poet. poet. 2 a hist. Celtic
minstrel. b prizewinner at an Eistedd-
fod. 0 bardic adj. [Celtic]

bare —adj. 1 unclothed or uncovered. 2
leafless; unfurnished; empty. 3 plain,
unadorned (the bare truth; bare facts).
4 (attrib.) scanty, just sufficient (@ bare
majority; bare necessities). —v. (-ring)
uncover, reveal (bared his teeth; bared
his soul). [Old English]

bareback adj. & adv. without a saddle.

barefaced adj. shameless, impudent.

BAR-




barefoot

barefoot adj. & adv. (also barefooted
/-'futid/) wearing nothing on the feet.

bareheaded /beo'hedid/ adj. & adv.
wearing nothing on the head.

barely adv. 1 scarcely (barely escaped).
2 scantily (barely furnished).

bargain /'ba:gin/ —n. 1 a agreement on
the terms of a sale etc. b this from the
buyer’s viewpoint (a bad bargain). 2
cheap thing. —v. (often foll. by with, for)
discuss the terms of a sale etc. (bar-
gained with me; bargain for the table).
o bargain for (or collog. on) be pre-
pared for; expect. bargain on rely on.
into the bargain moreover. [French
from Germanic]

barge -n. 1 long flat-bottomed cargo
boat on a canal or river. 2 long orna-
mental pleasure boat. —v. (-ging) 1 (foll.
by in, into) a intrude rudely or awk-
wardly (barged in on him). b collide
with (barged into her). 2 (often foll. by
around) move clumsily about. [French:
related to BARQUE]

bargeboard n. board fixed to the gable-
end of a roof to hide the ends of the roof
timbers. [perhaps from medieval Latin
bargus gallows]

bargee /ba:'d3i:/ n. person sailing a
barge.

bargepole n. 0 would not touch with
a bargepole refuse to be associated or
concerned with.

baritone /bazriteun/ n. 1 a second-
lowest adult male singing voice. b
singer with this voice. 2 instrument
pitched second-lowest in its family.
[Greek barus heavy, tonos tone]

barium /'besriam/ n. white soft metallic
element. [from BARYTA]

barium meal n. mixture swallowed to
reveal the abdomen in X-rays.

bark! —n. 1 sharp explosive cry of a dog,
fox, etc. 2 sound like this. —v. 1 (of a dog
etc.) give a bark. 2 speak or utter
sharply or brusquely. 3 collog. cough
harshly. o bark up the wrong tree
make false assumptions. [Old English]

bark? -n. tough outer skin of tree-
trunks, branches, etc. —v. 1 graze (one’s
shin etc.). 2 strip bark from. [Scandin-
avian]

barker n. tout at an auction, sideshow,
etc. [from BARK']

barley /'ba:li/ n. 1 cereal used as foed
and in spirits. 2 (also barleycorn) its
grain. [Old English]

barley sugar n. sweet made from
sugar, usu. in twisted sticks.

barley water n. drink made from a
boiled barley mixture.

barm n. froth on fermenting malt
liquor. [Old English]

barmaid n. woman servingin a pub etc.

barrack

barman n. man serving in a pub etc.

bar mitzvah /ba: ‘mitsva/ n. 1 religious
initiation ceremony of a Jewish boy at
13. 2 boy undergoing this. [Hebrew, =
son of the commandment]

barmy /'ba:mi/ adj. (-ier, -iest) slang
crazy, stupid. [from BARM: earlier, =
frothy]

barn n. large farm building for storing
grain etc. [Old English, = barley house]

barnacle /'ba:nak(a)l/ n. 1 marine crus-
tacean clinging to rocks, ships’ bottoms,
etc. 2 tenacious attendant or follower.
[French or medieval Latin]

barnacle goose n. Arctic goose.

barn dance n. 1 informal gathering for
country dancing. 2 a kind of country
dance.

barney /'ba:ni/ n. (pl. -s) collog. noisy
quarrel. [perhaps dial.]

barn-owl n. a kind of owl frequenting
barns.

barnstorm v. tour rural areas as an
actor or political campaigner. © barn-
stormer n.

barnyard n. area around a barn.

barograph /'barsgra:f/ n. barometer
equipped to record its readings. [Greek
baros weight]

barometer /ba'romita(r)/ n. 1 instru-
ment measuring atmospheric pressure,
used in meteorology. 2 anything which
reflects change. © barometric
/| bera'metrik/ adj. [related to BARO-
GRAPH]

baron /bazran/ n. 1 member of the
lowest order of the British or foreign
nobility. 2 powerful businessman,
entrepreneur, etc. 3 hist. person hold-
ing lands from the sovereign. © baro-
nial /ba‘'raunial/ adj. [medieval Latin, =
man]

baroness /'bzrenis/ n. 1 woman hold-
ing the rank of baron. 2 baron’s wife or
widow.

baronet /'bzranit/ n. member of the
lowest hereditary titled British order.
. baronetcy n. (pl. -ies).

baron of beef n. double sirloin.

barony /'barani/ n. (pl. -ies) domain or
rank of a baron.

baroque /ba'rok/ —adj. 1 highly ornate
and extravagant in style, esp. of Euro-
pean art etc. of the 17th and 18th c. 2 of
this period. —n. baroque style or art.
[Portuguese, originally = misshapen
pearl]

bar person n. barmaid or barman.

barque /ba:k/ n. 1 sailing-ship with the
rear mast fore-and-aft rigged and other
masts square-rigged. 2 poet. boat. [Pro-
vencal from Latin barca]

barrack!' /'barak/-n. (usu. in pl., often
treated as sing.) 1 housing for soldiers. 2



barrack

large bleak building. —v. lodge (soldiers
etc.) in barracks. [Italian or Spanish]

barrack? /'barak/ v. 1 shout or jeer at
(players, a speaker, etc.). 2 (foll. by for)
cheer for, encourage (a team etc.). [per-
haps from Australian slang borak
banter]

barracouta /bara'ku:te/ n. (pl. same
or -s) long slender fish of southern
oceans. [var. of BARRACUDA]

barracuda / bzra'ku:ds/ n. (pl. same or
-s) large tropical marine fish. [Spanish]

barrage /'bara:3/ n. 1 concentrated ar-
tillery bombardment. 2 rapid succes-
sion of questions or criticisms. 3 artifi-
cial barrier in a river etc. [French
barrer BAR']

barrage balloon n. large anchored
balloon used as a defence against low-
flying aircraft.

barratry /'berestri/ n. fraud or gross
negligence by a ship’s master or crew.
[French barat deceit]

barre /ba:(r)/ n. horizontal bar at waist
level, used in dance exercises. [French]

barré /'bzrer/ n. method of playing a
chord on the guitar etc. with a finger
laid across the strings at a particular
fret. [French barrer bar]

barrel /'bar(s)l/ —=n. 1 cylindrical usu.
convex container. 2 its contents. 3
measure of capacity (30 to 40 gallons). 4
cylindrical tube forming part of an ob-
ject, e.g. a gun or a pen. —v. (-11-; US -1-)
put into a barrel or barrels. 0O over a
barrel collog. helpless, at a person’s
mercy. [French]

barrel-organ n. mechanical musical
instrument with a rotating pin-studded
cylinder.

barren /'bzran/ adj. (-er, -est) 1 a
unable to bear young. b (of land, a tree,
etc.) unproductive. 2 unprofitable, dull.
0 barrenness n. [French]

barricade /bari'keid/ -n. barrier, esp.
improvised. —v. (-ding) block or defend
with this. [French barrique cask]

barrier /baeria(r)/ n. 1 fence etc. that
bars advance or access. 2 obstacle
(class barriers). [Romanic: related to
BAR']

barrier cream n. protective skin
cream.

barrier reef n. coral reef separated
from the shore by a channel.

barring /'bairmy/ prep. except,
including.

barrister /'barista(r)/ n. advocate enti-
tled to practise in the higher courts.
[from BAR': cf. MINISTER]

barrow' /bzrsu/ n. 1 two-wheeled
handcart. 2 = wHEELBARROW. [Old Eng-
lish: related to BEAR!)

not

BASIC

barrow? /'bareu/ n. ancient grave-
mound. [Old English]

bar sinister n. = BEND SINISTER.

bartender n. person serving in a pub
etc.

barter -v. 1 trade in goods without
using money. 2 exchange (goods). —n.
trade by bartering. [perhaps from
French] -

baryon /'bari,on/ n. heavy elementary
particle (i.e. a nucleon or a hyperon).
[Greek barus heavy]

baryta /ba'raite/ n. barium oxide or
hydroxide. [from BARYTES]

barytes /ba'raiti:z/ n. mineral form of
barium sulphate. [Greek barus heavy]

basal /'bers(a)l/ adj. of, at, or forming a
base.

basalt /'baeso:lt/ n. a dark volcanic rock.
o basaltic /ba'so:ltik/ adj. [Latin
basaltes from Greek]

base! —n. 1 a part supporting from
beneath or serving as a foundation. b
notional support or foundation (power
base). 2 principle or starting-point. 3
esp. Mil. headquarters. 4 main or im-
portant ingredient. 5 number in terms
of which other numbers or logarithms
are expressed. 6 substance capable of
combining with an acid to form a salt. 7
Baseball etc. each of the four stations on
a pitch. —v. (-sing) 1 (usu. foll. by on,
upon) found or establish (a theory, hope,
etc.). 2 station (troops based in Malta).
[Greek basis stepping]
base? adj. 1 cowardly, despicable. 2
menial. 3 alloyed (base coin). 4 (of a
metal) low in value. [Latin bassus]

baseball n. 1 game played esp. in the US
with a circuit of four bases which bats-
men must complete. 2 ball used in this.

baseless adj. unfounded, groundless.

baseline n. 1 line used as a base or
starting-point. 2 line marking each end
of a tennis-court.

basement /'beismant/ n. floor of a build-
ing below ground level.

base rate n. interest rate set by the
Bank of England, used as the basis for
other banks’ rates.

bases pl. of BASE!, BASIS.

bash ~v. 1 a strike bluntly or heavily. b
(often foll. by up) collog. attack viol-
ently. ¢ (often foll. by down, in, etc.)
damage or break by striking forcibly. 2
(foll. by into) collide with. —n. 1 heavy
blow. 2 slang attempt. [imitative]

bashful /'bafful/ adj. shy, diffident. O
bashfully adv. [as ABASHED]

BASIC /'beisik/ n. computer program-
ming language using familiar English
words. [Beginner’s All-purpose Sym-
bolic Instruction Code]




basic

basic /'beisik/ —adj. 1 serving as a base;
fundamental. 2 a simplest or lowest in
level (basic pay, needs). b vulgar (basic
humour). —n. (usu. in pl.) fundamental
facts or principles. 0 basically adv.

basic slag n. fertilizer containing phos-
phates formed as a by-product in steel
manufacture.

basil /'baz(a)l/ n. aromatic herb used as
flavouring. [Greek basilikos royal]

basilica /ba'zilika/ n. 1 ancient Roman
hall with an apse and colonnades, used
as alawcourt etc. 2 similar building as a
Christian church. [Greek basiliké (stoa)
royal (portico)]

basilisk /'bazilisk/ n. 1 mythical reptile
with lethal breath and glance. 2 small
American crested lizard. [Greek, di-
minutive of basileus king]

basin /'beis(a)n/ n. 1 round open vessel
for holding liquids or preparing food in.
2 = WASH-BASIN. 3 hollow depression. 4
sheltered mooring area. 5 round valley.
6 area drained by a river. o basinful n.
(pl. -s). [medieval Latin ba(s)cinus]

basis /'beisis/ n. (pl. bases /-si:z/) 1
foundation or support. 2 main principle
or ingredient (on a friendly basis). 3
starting-point for a discussion etc.
[Greek: related to BASE']

bask /ba:sk/ v. 1 relax in warmth and
light. 2 (foll. by in) revel in (basking in
glory). [Old Norse: related to BATHE]

basket /'ba:skit/ n. 1 container made of
interwoven cane, reed, wire, etc. 2
amount held by this. 3 the goal in
basketball, or a goal scored. 4 Econ.
group or range (of currencies). [French]

basketball n. 1 game in which goals are
scored by putting the ball through high
nets. 2 ball used in this.

basketry n. 1 art of weaving cane etc. 2
work so produced.

basket weave n. weave like wicker-
work.

basketwork n. = BASKETRY.

basking shark n. large shark which
lies near the surface of the sea.

Basque /bzsk/ —n. 1 member of a
people of the Western Pyrenees. 2 their
language. —adj. of the Basques or their
language. [Latin Vasco]

bas-relief /'basrili:f/ n. sculpture or
carving with figures projecting slightly
from the background. [French and Ital-

ian]

bass! /beis/ —n. 1 a lowest adult male
singing voice. b singer with this voice. 2
instrument pitched lowest in its family.
3 collog. bass guitar or double-bass. 4
low-frequency output of a radio, record-
player, etc. —adj. 1 lowest in musical
pitch. 2 deep-sounding. 0 bassist n. (in

batch

sense 3). [from BasE? altered after Ital-
ian basso)

bass?/bzes/ n. (pl. same or -es) 1 common
perch. 2 other spiny-finned fish of the
perch family. [Old English]

bass clef n. clef placing F below middle
C on the second highest line of the staff.

basset /'baesit/ n. (in full basset-hound)
sturdy hunting-dog with a long body
and short legs. [French diminutive of
bas low] -

bass guitar n. electric guitar tuned asa
double-bass.

bassinet /bzsi'net/ n. child’s wicker
cradle, usu. hooded. [French diminutive
of bassin BASIN]

basso /'basau/ n. (pl. -s) singer with a
bass voice. [Italian, = Bass!]

bassoon /ba'su:n/ n. bass instrument of
the oboe family. 0 bassoonist n. [Ital-
ian: related to Bass']

bast /bast/ n. fibre from the inner bark
of a tree (esp. the lime). [Old English]

bastard /'ba:stad/ often offens. —n. 1
person born of an unmarried mother. 2
slang a unpleasant or despicable per-
son. b person of a specified kind (poor,
lucky, bastard). 3 slang difficult or
awkward thing. —attrib. adj. 1 illegit-
imate by birth. 2 unauthorized, counter-
feit, hybrid. 0 bastardy n. (in sense 1 of
n.). [French from medieval Latin]

bastardize v. (also -ise) (-zing or -sing)
1 corrupt, debase. 2 declare (a person)
illegitimate.

baste! /beist/ v. (-ting) 1 moisten (meat)
with fat etc. during cooking. 2 beat,
thrash. [origin unknown]

baste? /beist/ v. (-ting) sew with large
loose stitches, tack. [French from Ger-
manic]

bastinado /bastr'nerdeuv/ —n. beating
with a stick on the soles of the feet. —v.
(-es, -ed) punish in this way. [Spanish
baston stick]

bastion /'baestien/ n. 1 projecting part of
a fortification. 2 thing regarded as pro-
tecting (bastion of freedom). [Italian
bastire build] v

bat!-n. 1implement with a handle, used
for hitting balls in games. 2 turn with
this. 3 batsman. —v. (-tt-) 1 hit with or as
with a bat. 2 take a turn at batting. 0 off
one’s own bat unprompted, unaided.
[01d English from French]

bat? n. mouselike nocturnal flying mam-
mal. [Scandinavian]

bat® v. (-tt-) 0 not (or never) bat an
eyelid collog. show no reaction or emo-
tion. [var. of obsolete bate flutter]

batch —n. 1 group of things or persons
considered or dealt with together;
instalment. 2 loaves produced at one
baking. 3 Computing group of records



bated

processed as one unit. —v. arrange or
deal with in batches. [related to BAKE]
bated /'bertid/ adj. © with bated breath
very anxiously. [as ABATE]
bath /ba:6/ —n. (pl -s /ba:dz/) 1 a (usu.
plumbed-in) container for sitting in and
washing the body. b its contents. 2 act
of washing in it (have a bath). 3 (usu.
in pl) public building with baths or a
swimming-pool. 4 a vessel containing
liquid for immersing something, e.g.
a film for developing. b its contents.
—v. 1 wash (esp. a baby) in a bath.
2 take a bath. [Old English]
Bath bun /ba:8/ n. round spiced bun
with currants, often iced. [Bath in S.
England]
Bath chair /ba:8/ n. wheelchair for
invalids.
bath cube n. cube of soluble substance
for scenting or softening bath-water.
bathe /beid/ —v. (-thing) 1 immerse
oneself in water, esp. to swim or wash
oneself. 2 immerse in, wash, or treat
with liquid. 3 (of sunlight etc.) envelop.
—n. swim. [Old English]
bathhouse n. public building with
baths.
bathing-costume n. (also bathing-
suit) garment worn for swimming.
bathos /'beifps/ n. lapse in mood from
the sublime to the absurd or trivial;
anticlimax. o bathetic /ba'fetik/ adj.
bathotic /ba'Ovtik/ adj. [Greek, =
depth]
bathrobe n. esp. US dressing-gown,
esp. of towelling.
bathroom n. 1 room with a bath, wash-
basin, etc. 2 US room with a lavatory.
bath salts n.pl. soluble powder or crys-
tals for scenting or softening bath-
water.
bathyscaphe /'bz61skaf/ n. manned
vessel for deep-sea diving. [Greek bath-
us deep, skaphos ship]
bathysphere /'bafisfia(r)/ n. vessel
for deep-sea observation. [Greek bathus
deep, SPHERE]
batik /ba'tik/ n. 1 method of dyeing
textiles by applying wax to parts to be
left uncoloured. 2 cloth so treated.
[Javanese, = painted]
batiste /bz'ti:st/ n. fine linen or cotton
cloth. [French from Baptiste, name of
the first maker]
batman /'batmsn/ n. army officer’s ser-
vant. [bat pack-saddle, from French]
baton /'bt(s)n/ n. 1 thin stick for con-
ducting an orchestra etc. 2 short stick
passed on in a relay race. 3 stick carried
by a drum major. 4 staff of office.
[French from Latin]
baton round n. rubber or plastic
bullet.

battlebnsi

batrachian /be'tretkien/ -n. am
phibian that discards its gills and tail
esp. a frog or toad. —adj. of batrachians
[Greek batrakhos frog]
bats predic. adj. slang crazy. [ong‘mall)l
pl. of BAT?)
batsman n. person who bats, esp. ir
cricket.
battalion /ba'tzljsn/ n. 1 army unit
usu. of 300-1000 men. 2 large group with!
a common aim. [Italian battaglia BAT|
TLE] ‘
batten! /'b2t(s)n/ —n. 1 a long flat strip{
of squared timber. b horizontal strip of
wood to which laths, tiles, etc., are
fastened. 2 strip for securing tarpaulir
over a ship’s hatchway. —v. strengther
or (often foll. by down) fasten withk
battens. [French: related to BATTER]
batten? /'bat(a)n/ v. (foll. by on) thrive
at the expense of (another). [Old Norse!
Battenberg /bzt(s)nb3a:g/ n. oblong
sponge cake, usu. of two colours anc
covered with marzipan. [Battenberg in|
Germany]
batter' v. 1 a strike hard and repeat
edly. b (often foll. by against, at, etc.:
pound insistently (batter at the door). 2
(often in passive) a subject to long-term,
violence (battered baby, wife). b criti-
cize severely. = batterer n. [French
battre beat: related to BATTLE]
batter? n. mixture of flour, egg, and
milk or water, used for pancakes etc.|
[French: related to BATTER!] |
battered adj. coated in batter and deepl
fried.
battering-ram n. hist. beam used in
breaching fortifications.
battery /'batsri/ n. (pl -ies) 1 usu.
portable container of an electrically
charged cell or cells as a source of’
current. 2 (often attrib.) series of cages'
for the intensive breeding and rearing,
of poultry or cattle. 3 set of sumlar,
units of equipment; series, sequence.|
4 emplacement for heavy guns. § Law
unlawful physical violence against a
person. [Latin: related to BATTLE]
battle /'bat(a)l/ —n. 1 prolonged fight
between armed forces. 2 difficult strug
gle; contest (battle for supremacy; battl |
of wits). —v. (-ling) engage in battle
fight. o half the battle key to the
success of an undertaking. [Latin battuc
beat]
battleaxe n. 1large axe used in ancient
warfare. 2 collog. formidable older
woman.
battlebus n. collog. bus used by a politi
cian during an election campaign as &
mobile centre of operations.




battle-cruiser

battle-cruiser n. hist. warship of
higher speed and lighter armour than a
battleship.

battle-cry n. cry or slogan used in a
battle or contest.

battledore /'bzt(s)l,do:(r)/ n. hist. 1 (in
full battledore and shuttlecock) game
played with a shuttlecock and rackets. 2
racket used in this. [perhaps from Pro-
vengal batedor beater]

battledress n. everyday uniform of a
soldier.

battlefield n.
scene of a battle.

battlement /'bat(s)lment/ n. (usu. in
pl.) recessed parapet along the top of a
wall, as part of a fortification. [French
batailler fortify)

battle royal n. 1 battle of many com-
batants; free fight. 2 heated argument.

b&;lttleship n. heavily armoured war-
ship.

batty /'bati/ adj. (-ier, -iest) slang
crazy. [from BAT?]

batwing attrib. adj. (esp. of a sleeve)
shaped like a bat’s wing.

bauble /'bo:b(s)l/ n. showy worthless
trinket or toy. [French ba(u)bel toy]

baulk /bolk, bo:k/ (also balk) —v. 1
(often foll. by at)jib, hesitate. 2 a thwart,
hinder. b disappoint. 3 miss, let slip (a
chance etc.). —n. 1 hindrance; stum-
bling-block. 2 roughly-squared timber
beam. [Old English]

bauxite /'bo:ksait/ n. claylike mineral,
the chief source of aluminium. [French
from Les Baux in S. France]

bawdy /'bo:di1/ ~adj. (-ier, -iest) humor-
ously indecent. —n. such talk or writing.
[bawd brothel-keeper from French bau-
detrot]

bawdy-house n. brothel.

bawl /bo:l/ v. 1 speak or shout noisily. 2
weep loudly. 0 bawl out collog. reprim-
and angrily. [imitative]

bay! n. broad curving inlet of the sea.
[Spanish bahia)

bay?n. 11aurel with deep green leaves. 2
(in pl.) bay wreath, for a victor or poet.
[Latin baca berry]

bay? n. 1 recess; alcove in a wall. 2
compartment (bomb bay). 3 area spe-
cially allocated (loading bay). [French
baer gape]

bay*—adj. (esp. of a horse) dark reddish-
brown. —n. bay horse. [Latin badius)

bay?® ~v. bark or howl loudly and plaint-
ively.~n. sound of this, esp. of houndsin
close pursuit. 0 at bay cornered, unable
to escape. keep at bay hold off (a pur-
suer). [French bayer to bark]

bayberry n. (pl. -ies) fragrant N. Amer-
ican tree.

(also battleground)

be-

bay-leaf n. leaf of the bay-tree, used for
flavouring.

bayonet /'bers,net/ —n. 1 stabbing blade
attachable to the muzzle of a rifle. 2
electrical fitting pushed into a socket
and twisted. —v. (-t-) stab with bayonet.
[French, perhaps from Bayonne in SW
France]

bay rum n. perfume distilled orig. from
bayberry leaves in rum.

bay window n. window projecting
outwards from a wall.

bazaar /ba'za:(r)/ n. 1 oriental market. 2
fund-raising sale of goods, esp. for
charity. [Persian]

bazooka /ba'zu:ks/ n. anti-tank rocket-
launcher. [origin unknown]

BB abbr. double-black (pencil-lead).
BBC abbr. British Broadcasting Cor-
poration.

BC abbr. British Columbia.

BC abbr. before Christ.

BCG abbr. Bacillus Calmette-Guérin, an
anti-tuberculosis vaccine.

BD abbr. Bachelor of Divinity.

bdellium /'deltam/ n. 1 tree yielding
resin. 2 this used in perfumes. [Latin
from Greek]

Be symb. beryllium.

be /bi;, b/ v. (sing. present am; are
Ja:(r)/; is [1z/; past was [woz/; were
/ws:(r)/; pres. part. being; past part.
been) 1 exist, live (I think, therefore I
am; there is no God). 2 a occur; take
place (dinner is at eight). b occupy a
position (he is in the garden). 3 remain,
continue (let it be). 4 linking subject and
predicate, expressing: a identity (she is
the person). b condition (he is ill today).
¢ state or quality (he is kind; they are
my friends). d opinion (I am against
hanging). e total (two and two are
four). f cost or significance (it is £5 to
enter; it is nothing to me). 5 v.aux. a
with a past participle to form the pas-
sive (it was done; it is said). b with a
present participle to form continuous
tenses (we are coming; it is being
cleaned). ¢ with an infinitive to express
duty or commitment, intention, possib-
ility, destiny, or hypothesis (I am to tell
you; we are to wait here; he is to come at
four; it was not to be found; they were
never to meet again; if I were to die). 0
be at occupy oneself with (what is he
at?, mice have been at the food). be off
collog. go away; leave. -to-be of the
future (in comb.: bride-to-be). [Old Eng-
lish]

be- prefix forming verbs: 1 (from transit-
ive verbs) a all over; all round (beset).
b thoroughly, excessively (begrudge).
2 (from intransitive verbs) expressing
transitive action (bemoan; bestride). 3



beach

(from adjectives and nouns) expressing
transitive action (becalm). 4 (from
nouns) a affect with (befog). b treat as
(befriend). ¢ (forming adjectives in -ed)
having (bejewelled). [0Old English, = BY]

beach —n. pebbly or sandy shore esp. of
the sea.—v. run or haul (a boat etc.) on to
a beach. [origin unknown]

beachcomber n. person who searches
beaches for articles of value.

beachhead n. fortified position set up
on a beach by landing forces.

beacon /'bi:ken/ n. 1 fire or light set up
high as a warning etc. 2 visible warning
or guiding device (e.g. a lighthouse,
navigation buoy, etc.). 3 radio transmit-
ter whose signal helps fix the position of
a ship or aircraft. 4 = BELISHA BEACON.
[O1d English]

bead —n. 1 a small usu. rounded piece of
glass, stone, etc., for threading to make
necklaces etc., or sewing on to fabric,
etc. b (in pl.) bead necklace; rosary. 2
drop of liquid. 3 small knob in the
foresight of a gun. 4 inner edge of a
pneumatic tyre gripping the rim of the
wheel. —v. adorn with or as with beads.
0 draw a bead on take aim at. [Old
English, = prayer]

beading n. 1 moulding or carving like a
series of beads. 2 bead of a tyre.

beadle /'bi:d(a)]/ n. 1 ceremonial officer
of a church, college, etc. 2 Scot. church
officer serving the minister. 3 hist.
minor parish disciplinary officer.
[French from Germanic]

beady adj. (-ier, -iest) (esp. of the eyes)
small, round, and bright.

beady-eyed adj. 1 with beady eyes. 2
observant.

beagle /'bi:g(a)l/ n. small short-haired
hound used for hunting hares. [French]

beak! n. 1 a bird’s horny projecting
jaws. b similar jaw of a turtle etc. 2
slang hooked nose. 3 hist. pointed prow
of a warship. 4 spout. [French from
Celtic]

beak? n. slang 1 magistrate. 2 school-
master. [probably thieves’ cant]

beaker n. 1 tall cup or tumbler. 2 lipped
glass vessel for scientific experiments.
[O1d Norse]

be-all and end-all n. collog. (often foll.
by of) whole being, essence.

beam -n. 1 long sturdy piece of squared
timber or metal used in house-building
etc. 2 ray or shaft of light or radiation. 3
bright look or smile. 4 series of radio or
radar signals as a guide to a ship or
aircraft. 5 crossbar of a balance. 6 a
ship’s breadth. b width of a person’s
hips. 7 (in pl.) horizontal cross-timbers
of a ship. —v. 1 emit or direct (light,
approval, etc.). 2 a shine. b look or smile

bearing

radiantly. 0 off (or off the) beam collog.
mistaken. on the beam collog. on the
right track. [Old English, = tree]

bean n. 1 a climber with edible seeds in
long pods. b seed or pod of this. 2 similar
seed of coffee etc. 0 full of beans collog.
lively, exuberant. not a bean slang no
money. [Old English]

beanbag n. 1 small bag filled with-dried
beans and used as a ball. 2 large bag
filled usu. with polystyrene pieces and
used as a chair.

beanfeast n. 1 collog. celebration. 2
workers’ annual dinner.

beano /'bi:neu/ n. (pl. -s) slang celeb-
ration, party.

beanpole n. 1 support for bean plants. 2
colloq. tall thin person.

bean sprout n. sprout of a bean seed as
food.

beanstalk n. stem of a bean plant.

bear! /bea(r)/ v. (past bore; past part.
borne or born) 1 carry, bring, or take
(esp. visibly) (bear gifts). 2 show; have,
esp. characteristically (bear marks of
violence; bears no relation to the case;
bore no name). 3 a produce, yield (fruit
etc.). b give birth to (has borne a son;
was born last week). 4 a sustain (a
weight, responsibility, cost, etc.). b en-
dure (an ordeal, difficulty, etc.). 5 (usu.
with neg. or interrog.) a tolerate (can’t
bear him). b admit of (does not bear
thinking about). 6 carry mentally (bear
a grudge). 7 veer in a given direction
(bear left). 8 bring or provide (some-
thing needed) (bear him company). o
bear down press downwards. bear
down on approach inexorably. bear on
(or upon) be relevant to. bear out
support or confirm as evidence. bear up
not despair. bear with tolerate
patiently. bear witness testify. [Old
English]

bear? /bea(r)/ n. 1 any of several large
heavy mammals with thick fur. 2 rough
or uncouth person. 3 person who sells
shares hoping to repurchase them more
cheaply. O the Great Bear, the Little
Bear constellations near the North
Pole. [Old English]

bearable adj. endurable.

beard —n. 1 facial hair on the chin etc. 2
similar tuft etc. on an animal. —v. op-
pose; defy. 0 bearded adj. beardless
adj. [0ld English]

bearer n. 1 person or thing that bears,
carries, or brings. 2 person who pre-
sents a cheque etc.

beargarden n. rowdy scene.

bear-hug n. tight embrace.

bearing n. 1 bodily attitude; general
manner. 2 (foll. by on, upon) relevance
to (has no bearing on it). 3 endurability




Béarnaise sauce

(beyond bearing). 4 part of a machine
supporting a rotating part. 5 a direction
or position relative to a fixed point. b (in
pl.) knowledge of one’s relative position.
6 Heraldry device or charge.

Béarnaise sauce /bero'nerz/ n. rich
thick sauce with egg-yolks. [French]

bearskin n. 1 skin of a bear, esp. as a
wrap etc. 2 tall furry hat worn by some
regiments.

beast n. 1 animal, esp. a wild mammal. 2
a brutal person. b collog. objectionable
person or thing. 3 (prec. by the) the
animal nature in man. [Latin bestia]

beastly —adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 collog. objec-
tionable, unpleasant. 2 like a beast;
brutal. —adv. collog. very, extremely.

beast of prey n. animal which hunts
animals for food.

beat —v. (past beat; past part. beaten) 1
a strike persistently and violently. b
strike (a carpet, drum, etc.) repeatedly.
2 (foll. by against, at, on, etc.) pound or
knock repeatedly. 3 a overcome; sur-
pass. b be too hard for; perplex. 4 (often
foll. by up) whisk (eggs etc.) vigorously.
5 (often foll. by out) shape (metal etc.) by
blows. 6 (of the heart etc.) pulsate rhyth-
mically. 7 (often foll. by out) a indicate
(a tempo etc.) by tapping etc. b sound (a
signal etc.) by striking a drum etc. (beat
a tattoo). 8 move or cause (wings) to
move up and down. 9 make (a path etc.)
by trampling. 10 strike (bushes etc.) to
rouse game. —n. 1 a main accent in
music or verse. b rhythm indicated by a
conductor (watch the beat). ¢ (in pop-
ular music) strong rhythm. 2 a stroke or
blow or measured sequence of strokes.
b throbbing movement or sound. 3 a
police officer’s route or area. b person’s
habitual round. —predic. adj. slang
exhausted, tired out. 0 beat about the
bush not come to the point. beat the
bounds mark parish boundaries by
striking certain points with rods. beat
down 1 cause (a seller) to lower the
price by bargaining. 2 strike to the
ground (beat the door down). 3 (of the
sun, rain, etc.) shine or fall relentlessly.
beat it slang go away. beat off drive
back (an attack etc.). beat a person to it
arrive or do something before another
person. beat up beat, esp. with punches
and kicks. ) beatable adj. [(Old Eng-
lish]

beater n. 1 implement for beating (esp.
eggs). 2 person who rouses game at a
shoot. +
beatific /bi:a'tifik/ adj. 1 collog. blissful
(beatific smile). 2 making blessed.
[Latin beatus blessed]

beatify /bi:'zt1fai/ v. (-ies, -ied) 1 RC
Ch. declare (a person) to be ‘blessed’,

beaver lamb

often as a step towards canonization.
2 make happy. 0 beatification /-fi
‘ke1f(e)n/ n.

beatitude /bi:'ztrtju:d/ n. 1 perfect
bliss or happiness. 2 (in pl.) blessings in
Matt. 5:3-11.

beatnik /'bi:tnik/ n. member of a move-
ment of socially unconventional young
people in the 1950s.

beat-up adj. collog. dilapidated.

beau /bau/ n. (pl. -x [bavz/) 1 esp. US
admirer; boyfriend. 2 fop; dandy. [Latin
bellus pretty]

Beaufort scale /'boufot/ n. scale of
wind speed ranging from 0 (calm) to 12
(hurricane). [Sir F. Beaufort, name of an
admiral]

Beaujolais /'bau3s,le1/ n. red or white
wine from the Beaujolais district of
France.

Beaujolais Nouveau /nu:'vou/ n.
Beaujolais wine sold in the first year ofa
vintage.

beauteous /'bju:ties/ adj. poet. beauti- .
ful.

beautician /bju:'tif(a)n/ n. specialist in
beauty treatment.

beautiful /bju:tiful/ adj. 1 having
beauty, pleasing to the eye, ear, or mind
etc. (beautiful voice). 2 pleasant, enjoy-
able (had a beautiful time). 3 excellent
(beautiful specimen). 1 beautifully
adv.

beautify /'bju:ts,far/ v. (-ies, -ied) make
beautiful; adorn. © beautification
[fi'’kerf(e)n/ n.

beauty /bju:iti/ n. (pl -ies) 1 com-
bination of shape, colour, sound, etc.,
that pleases the senses. 2 colloq. a excel-
lent specimen (what a beauty!). b at-
tractive feature; advantage (that’s the
beauty of it!). 3 beautiful woman. [Latin
bellus pretty]

beauty parlour n. (also beauty salon)
establishment for cosmetic treatment.

beauty queen n. woman judged most
beautiful in a contest.

beauty spot n. 1 place of scenic beauty.
2 small facial mark considered to en-
hance the appearance.

beaux pl. of BEAU.

beaver' —n. 1 a amphibious broad-
tailed rodent which cuts down trees
with its teeth and dams rivers. b its fur.
¢ hat of this. 2 (Beaver) boy aged six or
seven affiliated to the Scouts. —v. collog.
(usu. foll. by away) work hard. [Old
English]

beaver? n. hist. lower face-guard of a
helmet. [French, = bib]

beaver lamb n. lamb’s wool made to
look like beaver fur.



bebop

bebop /'bi:bop/ n. type of 1940s jazz with
complex harmony and rhythms. [imit-
ative]

becalm /brka:m/ v. (usu. in passive)
deprive (a ship) of wind.

became past of BECOME.

because /br'’kpz/ conj. for the reason
that; since. 0 because of on account of;
by reason of. [from BY, CAUSE]

béechamel /'befa,mel/ n. a kind of thick
white sauce. [Marquis de Béchamel,
name of a courtier]

beck! n. N.Engl
stream. [Old Norse]

beck? n. - at a person’s beck and call
subject to a person’s constant orders.
[from BECKON]

beckon /'bekan/ v. 1 (often foll. by to)
summon by gesture. 2 entice. [Old Eng-
lish]

become /br'kam/ v. (-ming; past
became; past part. become) 1 begin to
be (became king, famous). 2 (often as
becoming adj.) alook well on; suit (blue
becomes him). b befit (it ill becomes
you to complain; becoming modesty).
) become of happen to (what became
of her?). [Old English: related to BE-]

becquerel /bekarel/ n. SI unit of
radioactivity. [Becquerel, name of a
physicist]

bed -n. 1 piece of furniture for sleeping
on. 2 any place used for sleep or rest. 3
garden plot, esp. for flowers. 4 a bottom
of the sea, ariver, etc. b foundations ofa
road or railway. § stratum, layer. —v.
(-dd-) 1 (usu. foll. by down) put or go to
bed. 2 collog. have sexual intercourse
with. 3 (usu. foll. by ou?) plant in a
garden bed. 4 cover up or fix firmly. 5
arrange as a layer. © bed of roses life of
ease. go to bed 1 retire to sleep. 2 (often
foll. by with) have sexual intercourse.
[Old English]

B.Ed. abbr. Bachelor of Education.

bed and board n. lodging and food.

bed and breakfast n. 1 room and
breakfast in a hotel etc. 2 establishment
providing this.

bedaub /br'do:b/ v. smear or daub.

bedazzle /br'd=z(s)l/ v. (-ling) 1 dazzle.
2 confuse.

bedbug n. wingless parasite infesting
beds etc.

bedclothes n.pl. sheets, blankets, etc.,
for a bed.

bedding n. 1 mattress and bedclothes. 2
litter for animals. 3 geological strata.
bedding plant n. plant suitable for a
garden bed.

bedeck /br'dek/ v. adorn.

bedevil /brdev(e)l/ v. (-1I-; US -1-) 1
trouble, vex. 2 confound, confuse. 3
torment, abuse. 0 bedevilment n.

brook; mountain

beef

bedew /br'dju:/ v. cover or sprinkle (as)
with dew.

bedfellow n. 1 person who shares a
bed. 2 associate.

bedizen /br'daiz(s)n/ v. poet. deck out
gaudily. [from BE-, obsolete dizen deck
out]

bedjacket n. jacket worn when sitting
up in bed.

bedlam /'bedlem/ n. uproar and confu-
sion. [St Mary of Bethlehem, name of a
hospital in London]

bedlinen n. sheets and pillowcases.

Bedlington terrier /'bedlint(d)n/ n.
terrier with a narrow head, long legs,
and curly grey hair. [Bedlington in
Northumberland]

Bedouin /'bedvin/ n. (also Beduin) (pl.
same) 1 nomadic desert Arab. 2 wander-
ing person. [Arabic, = dwellers in the
desert]

bedpan n. portable toilet for use in bed.

bedpost n. each of four upright sup-
ports of a bed.

bedraggled /br'dreg(a)ld/ adj. dishev-
elled, untidy.

bedrest n. recuperation in bed.

bedridden adj. confined to bed by in-
firmity.

bedrock n. 1 solid rock underlying
alluvial deposits etc. 2 basic principles.

bedroom n. room for sleeping in.

bedside n. space beside esp. a patient’s
bed. © bedside manner (esp. doctor’s)
way with patients.

bedsit n. (also bedsitter, bedsitting
room) combined bedroom and sitting-
room with cooking facilities.

bedsock n. warm sock worn in bed.

bedsore n. sore developed by lying in
bed.

bedspread n. cover for a bed.

bedstead n. framework of a bed.

bedstraw n. small herbaceous plant.
bedtime n. (often attrib.) usual time for
going to bed (bedtime drink).

Beduin var. of BEDOUIN.

bedwetting n. involuntary urination
when asleep in bed.

bee n. 1 four-winged stinging insect,
collecting nectar and pollen and produc-
ing wax and honey. 2 (usu. busy bee)
busy person. 3 esp. US meeting for work
or amusement. O a bee in one’s bonnet
obsession. [0Old English]

Beeb n. (prec. by the) collog. BBC.
[abbreviation]

beech n. 1 large smooth grey tree with
glossy leaves. 2 its hard wood. [Old
English]

beechmast n. (pl. same) fruit of the
beech.

beef —n. 1 flesh of the ox, bull, or cow for
eating. 2 collog. male muscle. 3 (pl.
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beefburger

beeves or US -s) ox etc. bred for beef. 4
(pl. -s) slang complaint. —v. slang com-
plain. O beef up slang strengthen, re-
inforce. [Latin bos bovis ox]
beefburger n. = HAMBURGER.
beefcake n. esp. US slang male muscle.
beefeater n. 1 warder at the Tower of
London. 2 Yeoman of the Guard.

| beefsteak n. thick slice of beef for

grilling or frying.

beef tea n. stewed beef extract for
invalids.

beef tomato n. large tomato.

beefy adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 like beef. 2 solid,
muscular. © beefiness n.

beehive n. 1 artificial shelter for a
colony of bees. 2 busy place.

bee-keeper n. keeper of bees. (1 bee-
-keeping n.

beeline n. © make a beeline for go
directly to.

Beelzebub /bi:'elzi,bab/ n. the Devil.
[Hebrew, = lord of the flies]

been past part. of BE.

beep —n. sound of a (esp. motor-car)
horn. —v. emit a beep. [imitative]

beer n. 1 alcoholic drink made from
fermented malt etc., flavoured with
hops. 2 glass of this. 0 beer and skittles
amusement. [Old English]

beer-cellar n. cellar for storing, or
selling and drinking, beer.

beer garden n. (also beer hall) garden
(or large room) where beer is sold and
drunk.

beer-mat n. small mat for a beer-glass.

| beery adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 affected by beer-

drinking. 2 like beer.

beeswax —n. 1 wax secreted by bees to
make honeycombs. 2 this used to polish
wood. —v. polish with beeswax.

beeswing n. filmy second crust on old
port.

beet n. plant with an edible root (see
BEETROOT, SUGAR BEET). [Old English]

beetle! /'bi:t(a)l/ —n. insect, esp. black,
with hard protective outer wings. —v.
(-ling) collog. (foll. by about, off, etc.)
hurry, scurry. [Old English: related to

BITE] !
beetle? /'bi:t(e)l/ —adj. projecting,
shaggy, scowling (beetle brows).
—v. (usu. as beetling adj.) (of brovqs.
cliffs, etc.) project, overhang. [origin
unknown]

beetle® /'bi:t(a)l/ n. heavy tool for ram-
ming, crushing, etc. [Old English:
related to BEAT] y
beetle-browed adj. with shaggy, pro-
jecting, or scowling eyebrows.
beetroot n. beet with an edible dark-red
root.

beeves pl. of BEEF.

begin

befall /br'fo:l/ v. (past befell; past part.
befallen) poet. happen; happen to. [Old
English: related to BE-]

befit /br'fit/ v. (-tt-) be appropriate for; be
incumbent on.

befog /br'fog/ v. (-gg-) 1 confuse, ob-
scure. 2 envelop in fog.

before /br'fo:(r)/ —conj. 1 earlier than
the time when (see me before you go). 2
rather than that (would die before he
stole). —prep. 1 earlier than (before
noon). 2 a in front of, ahead of (before
her in the queue). b in the face of (recoil
before the attack). c awaiting (thefuture
before them). 3 rather than (death
before dishonour). 4 a in the presence of
(appear before the judge). b for the
attention of (put before the committee).
—adv. 1 previously; already (happened
long before; done it before). 2 ahead (go
before). 3 on the front (hit before and
behind). [0Old English: related to By,
FORE]

Before Christ adv. (of a date) reckoned
backwards from the birth of Christ.

beforehand adv. in advance, in readi-
ness. i

befriend /br'frend/ v. act as a friend to;

help.

befuddle /br'fad(s)l/ v. (-ling) 1 make
drunk. 2 confuse.

beg v. (-gg-) 1 a (usu. foll. by for) ask for
(food, money, etc.). b live by begging. 2
ask earnestly, humbly, or formally (for)
(begged for mercy; beg your indulgence;
beg leave). 3 (of a dog etc.) sit up with the
front paws raised expectantly. 4 (foll. by
to + infin.) take leave (I beg to differ). o
beg off 1 ask to be excused from some-
thing. 2 get (a person) excused a penalty
etc. beg pardon see PARDON. beg the
question assume the truth of a proposi-
tion needing proof. go begging be
unwanted or refused. [related to BID]

m Usage The expression beg the ques-
tion is often used incorrectly to mean (1)
to avoid giving a straight answer, or (2)
to invite the obvious question (that .. .).
These uses should be avoided.

began past of BEGIN.

beget /br'get/ v. (-tt-; past begot; archaic
begat; past part. begotten) literary 1
father, procreate. 2 cause (anger begets
violence). [0ld English: related to BE-]

beggar /'bega(r)/ —n. 1 person who lives
by begging. 2 collog. person (cheeky
beggar). —v. 1 make poor. 2 be too
extraordinary for (beggar description).
o beggarly adj.

begin /br'gin/ v. (-nn-; past began; past
part. begun) 1 perform the first part of;
start (begin work; begin crying; begin to
understand). 2 come into being (war




beginner

began in 1939; Wales begins here). 3
(usu. foll. by to + infin.) start at a
certain time (soon began to feel ill). 4 be
begun (meeting began at 7). 5 a start
speaking (‘No,” he began). b take the
first step, be the first (shall I begin?). 6
(usu. with neg.) colloq. show any likeli-
hood (can’t begin to compete). [Old Eng-
lish]

beginner n. trainee, learner. 0 begin-
ner’s luck supposed good luck of a
beginner.

beginning n. 1 time or place at which
anything begins. 2 source or origin. 3
first part.

begone /br'gon/ int. poet. go away at
once! [be gone)

begonia /br'geunis/ n. garden plant
with bright flowers and leaves. [Bégon,
name of a patron of science]

begot past of BEGET.

begotten past part. of BEGET.

begrudge /br'grad3/ v. (-ging) 1 resent;
be dissatisfied at. 2 envy (a person) the
possession of. = begrudgingly adv.

beguile /br'gairl/ v. (-ling) 1 charm;
amuse. 2 wilfully divert, seduce. 3 (usu.
foll. by of, out of, or into + verbal noun)
delude; cheat. © beguilement n.
beguiling adj. L

beguine /br'gi:n/ n. popular dance of W.
Indian origin. [French béguin infatu-
ation]

begum /'berigam/ n. in India or Pakistan:
1 Muslim woman of high rank. 2 (Be-
gum) title of a married Muslim woman.
[Turkish bigam princess]

begun past part. of BEGIN.

behalf /br'ha:f/ n. © on behalf of (or on
a person’s behalf) in the interests of; as
representative of. [earlier bihalveon the
part of]

behave /br'herv/ v. (-ving) 1 act or react
(in a specified way) (behaved well). 2
(often refl.) conduct oneself properly
(behave yourself!). 3 (of a machine etc.)
work well (or in a specified way). [from
BE-, HAVE]

behaviour /br'hervje(r)/ n. (US beha-
vior) way of behaving or acting. o
behavioural adj.

behavioural science n. (US beha-
vioral) the study of human behaviour.

behaviourism n. (US behaviorism)
Psychol. theory that human behaviour
is determined by conditioned response
to stimuli, and that psychological dis-
orders are best treated by altering be-
haviour. © behaviourist n.

behead /br'hed/ v. cut the head off (a
person), esp. as execution. [Old English:
related to BE-]

beheld past and past part. of BEHOLD.

belch

behemoth /br'hi:mo8/ n. huge creature
or thing. [Hebrew (Job 40:15)]

behest |brhest/ n. literary command;
request. [Old English]

behind /br'haind/ —prep. 1 a in or to the
rear of. b on the far side of (behind the
bush). ¢ hidden or implied by (some-
thing behind that remark). 2 a in the
past in relation to (trouble is behind me
now). b late regarding (behind sched-
ule). 3 inferior to; weaker than (behind
the others in maths). 4 a in support of
(she’s behind us). b responsible for (the
man behind the project). 5 in the tracks
of; following. —adv. 1 a in or to the rear;
further back (the street behind; glance
behind). b on the further side (wall with
a field behind). 2 remaining after
others’ departure (stay behind). 3 (usu.
foll. by with) a in arrears. b late in
finishing a task etc. (getting behind). 4
in a weak position; backward (behind in
Latin). 5 following (dog running be-
hind). —n. collog. buttocks. = behind
the scenes see SCENE. behind time late.
behind the times old-fashioned, anti-
quated. [Old English]

behindhand adv. & predic.adj. 1 (usu.
foll. by with, in) late; in arrears. 2 out of
date.

behold /br'hauvld/ v. (past & past part.
beheld) (esp. in imper.) literary see,
observe. [Old English: related to BE-]

beholden predic. adj. (usu. foll. by to)
under obligation.

behove /br'hauv/ v. (-ving) formal 1 be
incumbent on. 2 befit (it ill behoves him
to protest). [Old English: related to BE,
HEAVE]

beige /ber3/ —n. pale sandy fawn colour.
—adj. of this colour. [French]

being /'bi:ip/ n. 1 existence. 2 nature or
essence (of a person etc.) (his whole
being revolted). 3 person or creature.

bejewelled /br'd3u:sld/ adj. (US bejew-
eled) adorned with jewels.

bel n. unit of relative power level, esp. of
sound, corresponding to an intensity
ratio of 10 to 1 (cf. DECIBEL). [Bell, name
of the inventor of the telephone]

belabour /br'lerba(r)/ v. (US belabor) 1
attack physically or verbally. 2 labour
(a subject).

belated /br'lertid/ adj. late or too late. o
belatedly adv.

belay /br'ler/ —v. secure (a rope) by
winding it round a peg etc. —n. act of
belaying. [Dutch beleggen]

bel canto /bel 'kentau/ n. lyrical rich-
toned style of operatic singing. [Italian,
= fine song]

belch —v. 1 emit wind noisily through
the mouth. 2 (of a chimney, gun, etc.)
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beleaguer

send (smoke etc.) out or up. —n. act of
belching. [Old English]

beleaguer /brli:ga(r)/ v. 1 besiege. 2
vex; harass. [Dutch leger camp]

belfry /'belfr1/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 bell tower. 2
space for bells in a church tower. [Ger-
manic, probably = peace-protector]

Belial /'bi:lial/ n. the Devil. [Hebrew, =
worthless]

belie /br'lai/ v. (belying) 1 give a false
impression of (its appearance belies its
age). 2 fail to fulfil or justify. [Old
English: related to BE-]

belief /br'li:f/ n. 1 firm opinion; accept-
ance (that is my belief). 2 religious
conviction (belief in the afterlife; has no
belief). 3 (usu. foll. by in) trust or confid-
ence. [related to BELIEVE]

believe /br'li:v/ v. (-ving) 1 accept as
true or as conveying the truth (I believe
it;don’t believe him). 2 think, suppose. 3
(foll. by in) a have faith in the existence
of (believes in God). b have confidence
in (believes in homoeopathy). ¢ have
trust in as a policy (believes in telling
the truth). 4 have (esp. religious) faith.

believable adj. believer n. [Old
English]

Belisha beacon /ba'li:fs/ n. flashing
orange ball on a striped post, marking
some pedestrian crossings. [Hore-
Belisha, who introduced it]

belittle /br'lit(e)l/ v. (-ling) disparage,
make appear insignificant. 0 belittle-
ment n.

bell! —n. 1 hollow esp. cup-shaped usu.
metal object sounding a note when
struck. 2 such a sound, esp. as a signal. 3
thing resembling a bell, esp. in sound or
shape. —v. provide with a bell. 0 give a
person a bell collog. telephone a per-
son. [0ld English]
bell? —n. cry of a stag. —v. make this cry.
[O1d English]
belladonna /bela'dons/ n. 1 deadly
nightshade. 2 drug from this. [Italian, =
fair lady]
bell-bottom n. 1 marked flare below
the knee (of a trouser-leg). 2 (in pl)
trousers with these. 0 bell-bottomed

adj.
bellboy n. esp. US page in a hotel or
club.

belle /bel/ n. beautiful or most beautiful
woman. [French, feminine of BEAU]
belles-lettres /bel 'letr/ n.pl (also
treated as sing.) literary writings or
studies. [French, = fine letters]
bellicose /'bel1 kaus/ adj. eager to fight;
warlike. [Latin bellum war]
belligerence /br'lidzsrens/ n. 1 ag-
gressive behaviour. 2 status of a bel-
ligerent.

belt

belligerent —adj. 1 engaged in war or
conflict. 2 pugnacious. —n. belligerent
nation or person. [Latin belligero wage
war] .

bell-jar n. bell-shaped glass cover or
container for use in a laboratory.

bellow /'belaut/ —v. 1 emit a deep loud
roar. 2 utter loudly. —n. loud roar. [ori-
gin uncertain]

bellows n.pl. (also treated as sing.) 1
device for driving air into or through
something. 2 expandable part, e.g. of a
camera. [related to BELLY]

bell-pull n. handle etc. sounding a bell
when pulled.

bell-push n. button operating an elec-
tric bell.

bell-ringer n. ringer of church bells or
handbells. 0 bell-ringing n.

bell-wether n. 1 leading sheep of a
flock. 2 ringleader.

belly /'beli/ —n. (pl. -ies) 1 trunk below
the chest, containing the stomach and
bowels. 2 stomach. 3 front of the body
from waist to groin. 4 underside of an
animal. 5 cavity or bulging part. —v.
(-ies, -ied) (often foll. by out) swell;
bulge. [Old English, = bag]

bellyache -n. collog. stomach pain. —v.
(-ching) slang complain noisily or per-
sistently.

belly button n. collog. navel.
belly-dance n. oriental dance per-
formed by a woman, with voluptuous
belly movements. © belly-dancer n.
belly-dancing n.

bellyflop n. collog. dive with the belly
landing flat on the water.

bellyful n. (pl. -s) 1 enough to eat. 2
collog. more than one can tolerate.
belly-laugh 7. loud unrestrained
laugh.

belong /br'loy/ v. 1 (foll. by z0) a be the
property of. b be correctly assigned to.
¢ be a member of. 2 fit socially (just
doesn’t belong). 3 (foll. by in, under) be
correctly placed or classified. [from BE-,
obsolete long belong]

belongings n.pl. possessions or lug-
gage.

Belorussian var. of BYELORUSSIAN.
beloved /brlavid/ —adj. much loved.
—n. much loved person.

below /br'lau/ —prep. 1lower in position,
amount, status, etc., than. 2 beneath the
surface of (head below water). 3
unworthy of. —adv. 1 at or to a lower
point or level. 2 downstream. 3 further
forward on a page or in a, book (as noted
below). [be- BY, Low']

belt —n. 1 strip of leather etc. worn esp.
round the waist. 2 circular band in
machinery; conveyor belt. 3 distinct
strip of colour etc. 4 region or extent



beluga

(cotton belt). 5 slang heavy blow. —v. 1
put a belt round; fasten with a belt.
2 slang hit hard. 3 slang rush, hurry.
0 below the belt unfair(ly). belt out
slang sing or play (music) loudly or
vigorously. belt up 1 slang be quiet. 2
collog. put on a seat belt. tighten one’s
belt economize. under one’s belt
securely acquired. [Old English]

beluga /br'lu:ga/ n. (pl. same or -s) 1 a
large kind of sturgeon. b caviare from it.
2 white whale. [Russian]

belvedere ['belvidia(r)) n. raised
summer-house or gallery for viewing
scenery. [Italian, = beautiful view]

BEM abbr. British Empire Medal.

bemoan /br'meun/ v. lament; complain
about.

bemuse /br'mju:z/ v. (-sing) puzzle, be-
wilder. [from BE-, MUSE']

bench 7. 1 long seat of wood or stone. 2
strong work-table. 3 (prec. by the) a
judge’s seat. b lawcourt. ¢ judges and
magistrates collectively. [Old English]

bencher n. senior member of an Inn of
Court.

benchmark n. 1 surveyor’s mark cut
in a wall etc. as a reference point in
measuring altitudes. 2 standard or point
of reference.

bend! -v. (past and past part. bent
except in bended knee) 1 a force or
adapt (something straight) into a curve
or angle. b (of an object) be so altered.
2 (often foll. by down, over, etc.) curve,
incline, or stoop (road bends; bent down
to pick it up; bent her head). 3 interpret
or modify (a rule) to suit oneself. 4 turn
(one’s steps, eyes, or energies) in a new
direction. 5 be flexible, submit, or force
to submit. —n. 1 curve; departure from a
straight course. 2 bent part. 3 (in pl;
prec. by the) collog. decompression sick-
ness. 0 bend over backwards see
BACKWARDS. round the bend collog.
crazy, insane. 0 bendy adj. (-ier, -iest).
[Old English]

bend? n. 1 any of various knots. 2 Her-
aldry diagonal stripe from top right to
bottom left of a shield (from its wearer’s
position). [Old English: related to BIND]

bender n. slang wild drinking-spree.
[from BEND!]

bend sinister n. Heraldry diagonal
stripe from top left to bottom right of a
shield, as a sign of bastardy.

beneath /br'ni:8/ —prep. 1 unworthy of
(beneath him to reply). 2 below, under.
—adv. below, underneath. [Old English:
related to BE-, NETHER] .

Benedictine /benr'diktin/ =n. 1 monk
or nun of an order following the rule of
St Benedict. 2 /- ti:n/ propr. liqueur orig.

bent

made by Benedictines. —adj. of St Bene-
dict or the Benedictines. [Latin Benedic-
tus Benedict]

benediction /benr'dikf(s)n/ n. bless-
ing, esp. at the end of a religious service
or as a special Roman Catholic service.
o benedictory adj. [Latin benedico
bless]

benefaction / benr'fzkf(s)n/ n. 1 dona-
tion, gift. 2 giving or doing good. [Latin:
related to BENEFIT]

benefactor /benifzkte(r) n. (fem.
benefactress) person giving (esp.
financial) support.

benefice /'benifis/ n. a living from a
church office.

beneficent /br'nefis(e)nt/ adj. doing
good; generous, kind. 0 beneficence n.

beneficial /benr'fif(e)l/ adj. advant-
ageous; having benefits. 0 beneficially
adv.

beneficiary /benr'fifar1/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
person who benefits, esp. from a will. 2
holder of a benefice.

benefit /benifit/ —n. 1 favourable or
helpful factor etc. 2 (often in pl.) insur-
ance or social security payment (sick-
ness benefit). 3 public performance or
game in aid of a charitable cause etc. —v.
(-t-; US -tt-) 1 help; bring advantage to. 2
(often foll. by from, by) receive benefit. o
the benefit of the doubt concession
that a person is innocent, correct, etc.,
although doubt exists. [Latin benefac-
tum from bene well, facio do]

benevolent /br'nevalent/ adj. 1 well-
wishing; actively friendly and helpful. 2
charitable (benevolent fund). o bene-
volence n. [French from Latin bene
volens well wishing]

Bengali /ben'go:li/ =n. (pl. -s) 1 native of
Bengal. 2 language of Bengal. —adj. of
Bengal, its people, or language. [Bengal,
former Indian province]

benighted /br'naitid/ adj. intellectually
or morally ignorant.

benign /brnam/ adj. 1 gentle, mild,
kindly. 2 fortunate, salutary. 3 (of a
tumour etc.) not malignant. 0 benignly
adv. [Latin benignus)

benignant /br'nignsnt/ adj. 1 kindly,

. esp. toinferiors. 2 salutary, beneficial. 0
benignancy n.

benignity /br'nignrti/ n. (pl. -ies) kindli-
ness.

bent! past and past part. of BEND' v.
—adj. 1 curved, angular. 2 slang dis-
honest, illicit. 3 slang sexually deviant.
4 (foll. by on) set on doing or having. -n.
1 inclination or bias. 2 (foll. by for)
talent.

bent? n. 1 reedy grass with stiff stems. 2
stiff flower stalk of a grass. [Old English]
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bentwood

| bentwood n. wood artificially shaped

for making furniture.

benumb /br'nam/ v. 1 make numb;
deaden. 2 paralyse (the mind or feel-
ings).

benzene /'benzi:n/ n. colourless liquid
found in coal tar and used as a volatile
solvent etc. [as BENZOIN]

benzine /'benzi:n/ n. mixture of liquid
hydrocarbons obtained from petro-
leum.

benzoin /benzouin/ n. fragrant gum
resin from an E. Asian tree. ) benzoic
/-'zauik/ adj. [ultimately from Arabic
luban jawi incense of Java)

benzol /'benzvl/ n. benzene, esp. unre-
fined.

bequeath /bi'’kwi:d/ v. 1 leave to a per-
son in a will. 2 hand down to posterity.
[from BE-: related to QUOTH]

bequest /br'kwest/ n. 1 bequeathing;
bestowal by will. 2 thing bequeathed.
[from BE-, obsolete quiste saying]

berate /br'reit/ v. (-ting) scold, rebuke.

Berber /'b3:ba(r)/ —n. 1 member of the
indigenous mainly Muslim Caucasian
peoples of N. Africa. 2 language of these
peoples. —adj. of the Berbers or their
language. [Arabic]

berceuse |bea'ss:z/ n. (pl. -s pronunc.
same) 1 lullaby. 2 instrumental piece in
this style. [French]

bereave /br'ri:v/ v. (-ving) (esp. as be-
reaved adj.) (often foll. by of) deprive of
a relation, friend, etc., esp. by death. O
bereavement n. [Old English, from
reave deprive of]

bereft /bi'reft/ adj. (foll. by of) deprived
(bereft of hope). [past part. of BEREAVE]

beret /'bere1/ n. round flattish brimless
cap of felt etc. [French: related to BIR-

ETTA]

berg n. = ICEBERG. [abbreviation]

bergamot! /'ba:gamot/ n. 1 perfume

from the fruit of a dwarf orange tree. 2
aromatic herb. [Bergamo in Italy]

bergamot? /'bs:go,mot/ n. variety of
fine pear. [Turkish, = prince’s pear]

beriberi | beri'beri/ n. nervous disease
caused by a deficiency of vitamin B,.
[Sinhalese]

berk . (also burk) slang stupid person.
[Berkshire Hunt, rhyming slang for
cunt] . ]

berkelium /ba:'kicliem/ n. artificial
radioactive metallic element. [Berkeley
in US, where first made]

Bermuda shorts /bo'mju:ds/ n.pl
(also Bermudas) close-fitting Kknee-
length shorts. [Bermuda in the W.
Atlantic] X

berry n. (pl -ies) 1 any small roundish
juicy stoneless fruit. 2 Bot. fruit with its

best

seeds enclosed in pulp (e.g. a banana or
tomato). [Old English]

berserk /ba'za:k/ adj. (esp. in go ber-
serk) wild, frenzied; in a rage. [ori-
ginally = Norse warrior: Icelandic, =
bear-coat]

berth —n. 1 bunk on a ship, train, etc. 2
place for a ship to moor or be at anchor.
3 adequate room for a ship. 4 collog. job.
~—v. 1 moor (a ship); be moored. 2 provide
a sleeping place for. 0 give a wide
berth to stay away from. [probably
from a special use of BEAR!]

beryl /'beril/ n. 1 transparent precious
stone, esp. pale green. 2 mineral species
including this, emerald, and aquamar-
ine. [Greek berullos)

beryllium /ba'riliam/ n. hard white
metallic element.

beseech /br'si:tf/ v. (past and past part.
besought /-'so:t/ or beseeched) 1 (foll.
by for, or to + infin.) entreat. 2 ask
earnestly for. [from BE-, SEEK]

beset /bi'set/ v. (-tt-; past and past part.
beset) 1 attack or harass persistently
(beset by worries). 2 surround (a person
etc.). [Old English: related to BE-]

beside /br'said/ prep. 1 at the side of;
near. 2 compared with. 3 irrelevant to
(beside the point). o beside oneself
frantic with worry etc. [Old English:
related to BY, SIDE]

besides —prep. in addition to; apart
from. —adv. also; moreover.

besiege /br'si:d3/ v. (-ging) 1 lay siege to.
2 crowd round eagerly. 3 harass with
requests.

besmirch /br'sma:tf/ v. 1soil, discolour.
2 dishonour.

besom /'bi:z(a)m/ n. broom of twigs. [Old
English]

besotted /br'sotid/ adj. 1 infatuated. 2
intoxicated, stupefied.

besought past and past part. of
BESEECH.

bespangle /br'speng(d)l/ v.
adorn with spangles.

bespatter /br'spaeta(r)/ v. 1 spatter all
over. 2 slander, defame.

bespeak /br'spi:k/ v. (past bespoke;
past part. bespoken or as adj. bespoke)
1 engage in advance. 2 order (goods). 3
suggest; be evidence of.

bespectacled /br'spektak(a)ld/
wearing spectacles.

bespoke past and past part. of BESPEAK.
adj. 1 made to order. 2 making goods to
order.

bespoken past part. of BESPEAK.

best —adj. (superl. of Goop) of the most
excellent or desirable kind. -adv.
(superl. of weLL'). 1 in the best manner.
2 to the greatest degree. 3 most usefully
(is best ignored).—n. 1 that which is best

(-ling)

adj.
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(the best is yet to come). 2 chief merit or
advantage (brings out the best in him).
3 (foll. by of) winning majority of (games
played etc.) (the best of five). 4 one’s best
clothes. —v. collog. defeat, outwit, out-
bid, etc. © at best on the most optimistic
view. best bib and tucker one’s best
clothes. the best part of most of. do
one’s bestdo all one can. get the best of
defeat, outwit. had best would find it
wisest to. make the best of derive what
limited advantage one can from. [Old
English]

bestial /'bestial/ adj. 1 brutish, cruel. 2
of or like a beast. [Latin: related to
BEAST]

bestiality /bestir'aliti/ n. 1 bestial be-
haviour. 2 sexual intercourse between a
person and an animal.

bestiary /'bestiori/ n. (pl. -ies) medieval
treatise on beasts. [medieval Latin:
related to BEAST]

bestir /br'sts:(r)/ v.refl. (-rr-) exert or
rouse oneself.

best man n. bridegroom'’s chief attend-
ant.

bestow /br'stau/ v. (foll. by on, upon)
confer (a gift, right, etc.). 0 bestowal n.
[Old English stow a place]

bestrew /br'stru:/ v. (past part. be-
strewed or bestrewn) 1 (usu. foll. by
with) strew (a surface). 2 lie scattered
over.

bestride /br'straird/ v. (-ding; past
-strode; past part. -stridden) 1 sit
astride on. 2 stand astride over.

best seller n. 1 book etc. sold in large
numbers. 2 author of such a book.

bet —v. (-tt-; past and past part. bet or
betted) 1 risk a sum of money on the
result of a race, contest, etc. (I don’t bet
on horses). 2 risk (a sum) thus, or risk (a
sum) against (a person) (bet £10 on a
horse; he bet me £10 I'd lose). 3 collog.
feel sure. —n. 1 act of betting (make a
bet). 2 money etc. staked (put a beton). 3
collog. opinion (that’s my bet). 4 collog.
choice or possibility (she’s our best bet).
0 you bet collog. you may be sure.
[origin uncertain]

beta /'bita/ n. 1 second letter of the
Greek alphabet (B, 8). 2 second-class
mark for a piece of work etc. [Latin from
Greek]

beta-blocker n. drug preventing
unwanted stimulation of the heart, used
to treat angina and high blood pressure.
betake /br'teik/ v.refl. (-king; past be-
took; past part. betaken) (foll. by f0) go
to (a place or person).

beta particle n. fast-moving electron
emitted by the radioactive decay of sub-
stances.

between

betatron /'bi:ts,tron/ n. apparatus for |
accelerating electrons in a circular
path. [from BETA, ELECTRON]

betel /'bi:t(a)]/ n. leaf chewed in the East
with the betel-nut. [Portuguese from
Malayalam]

betel-nut n. seed of a tropical palm.

béte noire /bert 'nwa:(r)/ n.-(pl. bétes
noires pronunc. same) person or thing:
one hates or fears. [French, literally = -
‘black beast’]

bethink /br'6igk/ v.refl. (past and past
part. bethought) formal 1 reflect; stop;
to think. 2 be reminded by reflection.:
[Old English: related to BE-]

betide /br'taid/ v. — woe betide a per-
son used as a warning (woe betide us if |
we fail). [from BE-, tide befall]

betimes /br'taimz/ adv. literary early, in
good time. [related to BY]

betoken /br'tevken/ v. be a sign of:]
indicate. [Old English: related to BE-]

betony /'betoni/ n. (pl. -ies) purple-|

flowered plant. [French from Latin]

betook past of BETAKE.

betray /br'trei/ v. 1 be disloyal or treach-
erous to (a friend, one’s country, a
person’s trust, etc.). 2reveal involuntar-
ily or treacherously; be evidence of. 3
lead astray. O betrayal n. [from BE-,
obsolete tray from Latin trado hand |
over]

betroth /br'traud/ v. (usu. as betrothed!
adj.) engage to marry. O betrothal n.
[from BE-, TRUTH]

better —adj. (compar. of coop). 1 of a|
more excellent or desirable kind. 2]
partly or fully recovered from illness
(feeling better). —adv. (compar. of|
weLL!). 1 in a better manner. 2 to a|
greater degree. 3 more usefully (is/
better forgotten). —n. 1 better thing etc.
(the better of the two). 2 (in pl.) one’s |
superiors. —v. 1 improve on; surpass. 2/
improve. 3 refl. improve one’s position
etc. O the better part of most of. get the!
better of defeat, outwit. had better
would find it prudent to. [Old English]
better half n. collog. one’s spouse.
betterment n. improvement.

better off adj. 1 in a better situation. 2|
having more money.

betting n. 1 gambling by risking money |
on an unpredictable outcome. 2 odds/
offered on this. 0 what’s the betting?|
collog. it is likely or to be expected
(what’s the betting he’ll be late?).
betting-shop n. bookmaker’s shop or
office.

between /br'twi:n/ —prep. 1 a at a point:
in the area bounded by two or more|
other points in space, time, etc. (betweer:'
London and Dover; between now ana
Friday). b along the extent of such an/




J betwixt

area (no shops between here and the
centre, numbers between 10 and 20). 2
separating (difference between right
and wrong). 3 a shared by (£5 between
us). b by joint action (agreement
betweer: us). 4 to and from (runs
between London and Oxford). 5 taking
one of (choose between them). —adv.
(also in between) at a point or in the
area bounded by two or more other
points (not fat or thin but in between).
~ between ourselves (or you and me)
in confidence. [Old English: related to
BY, TWO]
betwixt /br'twikst/ adv. - betwixt and
between collog. neither one thing nor
the other. [Old English]
bevel /'bev(a)l/ —n. 1 slope from the
horizontal or vertical in carpentry etc.;
sloping surface or edge. 2 tool for mark-
ing angles. —v. (-11-; US -1-) 1 reduce (a
square edge) to a sloping edge. 2 slope at
an angle. [French]
bevel gear n. gear working another at
an angle to it.
beverage /'beverids/ n. formal drink.

[Latin bibo drink]

bevy /bevi/ n. (pl. -ies) company (of
quails, larks, women, etc.). [origin
unknown]

bewail /br'weil/ v. lament; wail over.

beware /br'wea(r)/ v. (only in imper. or
infin.; often foll. by of) be cautious (of)
(beware of the dog; beware the Ides of
March). [from BE, ware cautious]

bewilder /br'wilda(r)/ v. perplex, con-
fuse. bewildering adj. bewilder-
ment n. [from BE-, obsolete wilder lose
one’s way]

bewitch /br'witf/ v. 1 enchant. 2 cast a
spell on.

beyond /br'jond/ —prep. 1 at or to the
further side of. 2 outside the scope or
understanding of (beyond repair; it is
beyond me). 3 more than. —adv. 1ator to
the further side. 2 further on. —n. (prec.
by the) the unknown after death. [Old
English: related to BY, YON]

bezel /'bez(a)l/ n. 1 sloped edge of a
chisel. 2 oblique faces of a cut gem. 3
groove holding a watch-glass or gem.
[French]

bezique /br'zi:k/ n. card-game for two.
[French]

b.f. abbr. 1 collog. bloody fool. 2 brought
forward.

bhang /bzn/ n. Indian hemp used as a
narcotic. [Portuguese from Sanskrit]
b.h.p. abbr. brake horsepower.

Bi symb. bismuth. i
bi- comb. form forming nouns, adject-
ives, and verbs, meaning: 1 division into
two (biplane; bisect). 2 a occurring
twice in every one or once in every two
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bicarbonate

(bi-weekly). b lasting for two (biennial).
3 Chem. substance having a double pro-
portion of what is indicated by the
simple word (bicarbonate). 4 Bot. &
Zool. having divided parts which are
themselves similarly divided (bipin-
nate). [Latin]

biannual /bar'znjusl/ adj. occurring
etc. twice a year.
bias /'bares/ ~n. 1 (often foll. by towards,
against) predisposition or prejudice. 2
Statistics distortion of a statistical re-
sult due to a neglected factor. 3 edge cut
obliquely across the weave of a fabric. 4
Sport a irregular shape given to a bowl.
b oblique course this causes it to run.
—v. (-s- or -ss-) 1 (esp. as biased adj.)
influence (usu. unfairly); prejudice. 2
give a bias to. © on the bias obliquely,
diagonally. [French]

bias binding n. strip of fabric cut
obliquely and used to bind edges.
biathlon /bar'z6lan/ n. athletic contest
in skiing and shooting or cycling and
running. [from BI-, after PENTATHLON]

bib 7. 1 piece of cloth etc. fastened round
a child’s neck while eating. 2 top front
part of an apron, dungarees, etc. [origin
uncertain]

bib-cock n. tap with a bent nozzle.
[perhaps from BIB]

Bible /baib(a)l/ n. 1 a (prec. by the)
Christian scriptures of Old and New
Testaments. b (bible) copy of these. 2
(bible) collog. authoritative book. 1
biblical /'biblik(a)l/ adj. [Greek biblia
books]

Bible-bashing 7. (also Bible-thump-
ing) slang aggressive fundamentalist
preaching. = Bible-basher n. (also
-thumper).

bibliography / biblr'ografi/ n. (pl. -ies)
1 list of books on a specific subject, by a
particular author, etc.; book containing
this. 2 the study of books, their author-
ship, editions, etc. -1 bibliographer n.
bibliographical /-a'grafik(a)l/ adj.
[Greek: related to BIBLE]

bibliophile /'biblis fa1l/ n. lover or col-
lector of books.

bibulous /'bibjules/ adj. tending to
drink alcohol. [Latin bibo drink]

bicameral /barkamoer(a)l/ adj. (of a
legislative body) having two chambers.
[from BI-, Latin camera chamber]

bicarb /'baika:b/ n. collog. = BICARBON-

ATE 2. [abbreviation]

bicarbonate /bai'’ka:banit/ n. 1 any
acid salt of carbonic acid. 2 (in full
bicarbonate of soda) sodium bicarbon-
ate used as an antacid or in baking-
powder.



bicentenary

bicentenary /baisen'ti:nori/ n. (pl
-ies) 1 two-hundredth anniversary. 2
celebration of this.

bicentennial /baisen'tenial/ esp. US
—n. bicentenary. —adj. occurring every
two hundred years.

biceps /'baiseps/ n. (pl. same) muscle
with two heads or attachments, esp. that
bending the elbow. [Latin caput head]

bicker wv. argue pettily. [origin
unknown]

bicuspid /bar'kaspid/ —adj. having two
cusps. -—n. the premolar tooth in
humans. [from BI-, cusp]

bicycle /'baisik(a)l/ —n. pedal-driven
two-wheeled vehicle. —v. (-ling) ride a
bicycle. [Greek kuklos wheel]

bid -v. (-dd-; past bid, archaic bade
/beid, baed/; past part. bid, archaic bid-
den) 1 (past and past part. bid) a (esp. at
an auction) make an offer (of) (bid for
the vase; bid £20). b offer a service for a
stated price. 2 literary command; invite
(bid the soldiers shoot; bade her start).
3 literary utter (a greeting or farewell) to
(I bade him welcome). 4 (past and past
part. bid) Cards state before play how
many tricks one intends to make. -n. 1
act of bidding. 2 amount bid. 3 collog.
attempt; effort (bid for power). © bid-
der n. [Old English]

biddable adj. obedient.

bidding n. 1 command, request, or
invitation. 2 bids at an auction or in a
card-game.

biddy n. (pl. -ies) slang woman (esp. old
biddy). [a form of the name Bridget]

bide v. (-ding) o bide one’s time wait
for a good opportunity. [Old English]

bidet /'bi:der/ n. low basin for sitting on
to wash the genital area. [French, =

pony]

biennial /bar'enisl/ —adj. lasting, or
recurring every, two years. —n. plant
that grows from seed one year and
flowers and dies the following. [Latin
annus year]

bier n. movable frame on which a coffin
or corpse rests. [Old English]

biff slang —n. sharp blow. —v. strike (a
person). [imitative]

bifid /'baifid/ adj. divided by a deep cleft
into two parts. [Latin findo cleave]

bifocal /bar'fouk(a)l/ —adj. having two
focuses, esp. of a lens with a part for
distant and a part for near vision.-n. (in
pl.) bifocal spectacles.

bifurcate /'baifo kert/ —v. (-ting) fork.
—adj. forked; branched. © bifurcation
/-'ke1f(a)n/ n. [Latin furca fork]

big —adj. (bigger, biggest) 1 a of con-
siderable size, amount, intensity, etc. b
of a large or the largest size (big toe). 2
important (my big day). 3 adult, elder

bilge

(big sister). 4 collog. a boastful (big
words). b often iron. generous (big of
him). ¢ ambitious (big ideas). 5 (usu.
foll. by with) advanced in pregnancy
(big with child). —adv. collog. impress-
ively or grandly (think big). = in a big
way collog. with great enthusiasm, dis-
play, etc. o biggish adj. [origin
unknown]

bigamy /'bigemi/ n. (pl. -ies) crime of
marrying while still married to another
person. O bigamist n. bigamous adj.
[Greek gamos marriage]

Big Apple n. US slang New York City.

big bang theory n. theory that the
universe began with the explosion of
dense matter.

Big Brother n. supposedly benevolent
watchful dictator.

big end n. (in a vehicle) end of the
connecting-rod, encircling the crank-
pin.

big-head n. collog. conceited person. o
big-headed adj.

big-hearted adj. generous.

bight /bait/ n. 1 bay, inlet, etc. 2 loop of
rope. [0Old English]

big money n. large amounts of money.

big noise n. (also big shot) collog. =
BIGWIG.

bigot /'bigat/ n. obstinate believer who
is intolerant of others. o bigoted adj.
bigotry n. [French]

big stick n. collog. display of force.

big time n. (prec. by the) slang success,
esp. in show business. 0 big-timer n.

big top n. main tent in a circus.

big wheel n. Ferris wheel.

bigwig n. collog. important person.

bijou |'bi:3u:/ —n. (pl. -x pronunc. same)
jewel; trinket. —attrib. adj. (bijou) small
and elegant. [French]

bike collog. —n. bicycle or motor cycle.
-v. (-king) ride a bike. o biker n.
[abbreviation]

bikini /brki:ni/ n. (pl. -s) two-piece
swimsuit for women. [Bikini, Pacific
atoll]

bilateral /bar'leetar(a)l/ adj. 1 of, on, or
with two sides. 2 affecting or between
two parties, countries, etc. o bilater-
ally adv.

bilberry /'bilbari/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 hardy N.
European shrub of heaths and moun-
tains. 2 its small dark-blue edible berry.
[Scandinavian]

bile n. 1 bitter digestive fluid secreted by
the liver. 2 bad temper; peevish anger.
[Latin bilis]

bilge /b1ld3/ n. 1 a the almost flat part of
a ship’s bottom. b (in full bilge-water)
filthy water that collects there. 2 slang
nonsense. [probably var. of BULGE]




bilharzia

bilharzia /bil'ha:tsia/ n. chronic trop-
ical disease caused by a parasitic flat-
worm. [Bilharz, name of a physician]

biliary /'biliari/ adj. of the bile. [French:
related to BILE]

bilingual /bar'lingw(a)l/ —adj. 1 able to
speak two languages. 2 spoken or writ-
ten in two languages. —n. bilingual per-
son. () bilingualism n. [Latin lingua
tongue)

bilious /'bilies/ adj. 1 affected by a
disorder of the bile. 2 bad-tempered.
[Latin: related to BILE]

bilk v. slang 1 cheat. 2 elude. 3 avoid
paying (a creditor or debt). [origin un-
certain]

Bill n. = Ovp BiLL. [diminutive of Wil-
liam)

bill' —n. 1 statement of charges for goods
or services. 2 draft of a proposed law. 3
poster, placard. 4 programme of enter-
tainment. 5 US banknote. —v. 1 send
a statement of charges to. 2 put in the
programme; announce. 3 (foll. by as)
advertise as. [medieval Latin bulla seal]

bill?~n. 1 bird’s beak. 2 narrow promon-
tory. —v. (of doves etc.) stroke bills. o
bill and coo exchange caresses. [Old
English]

bill® n. 1 hist. weapon with a hooked
blade. 2 = BILLHOOK. [Old English]

billabong /'bila,boy/ n. (in Australia)
backwater of a river. [Aboriginal)

billboard r. large outdoor advertising
hoarding.

billet! /'bilit/ —n. 1 a place where troops
etc. are lodged. b order to provide this. 2
collog. job. —v. (-t-) (usu. foll. by on, in,
at) quarter (soldiers etc.). [Anglo-
French diminutive of BILL!]

billet? /'bilit/ n. 1 thick piece of firewood.
2 small metal bar. [French diminutive of
bille tree-trunk]

billet-doux /bili'du:/ n. (pl billets-
doux /-'du:z/) often joc. love-letter.
[French, = sweet note]

billhook ~. pruning tool with a hooked
blade.

billiards /'biljadz/ n. 1 game played on a
table, with three balls struck with cues.
2 (billiard) (in comb.) used in billiards
(billiard-ball). [French: related to BIL-

]

billion /'biljan/ adj. & n. (pl. same or (in
sense 3) -s) 1 a thousand million (10°). 2
(now less often) a million million (10'%).
3 (in pl) collog. a very large number
(billions of years). 0 billionth adj. & n.
[French]

billionaire /bilja'nea(r)/ n. person who
has over a billion pounds, dollars, etc.
[after MILLIONAIRE]

bindweed

bill of exchange n. written order to
pay a sum of money on a given date to
the drawer or to a named payee.

bill of fare n. menu.

bill of lading n. detailed list of a ship’s
cargo. )

billow /'bilau/ —n. 1 wave. 2 any large
mass. —0. rise, fill, or surge in billows. o
billowy adj. [Old Norse]

billposter n. (also billsticker) person
who pastes up advertisements on hoard-
ings.

billy! /'bili/ n. (pl. -ies) (in full billycan)
Austral. tin or enamel outdoor cooking-
pot. [perhaps from Aboriginal billa
water]

billy? /'bili/ n. (pl -ies) (in full billy-
-goat) male goat. [from the name Billy]

bimbo /'bimbau/ n. (pl. -s or -es) slang
usu. derog. attractive but unintelligent
young woman. [[talian, = little child]

bimetallic /baimr'tzlik/ adj. using or
made of two metals. [French]

bin n. large receptacle for rubbish or
storage. [Old English]

binary /'bamari/ —adj. 1 of two parts,
dual. 2 of the binary system. —n. (pl.
-ies) 1 something having two parts. 2
binary number. [Latin bini two
together]

binary star n. system of two stars
orbiting each other.

binary system n. system using the
digits 0 and 1 to code information, esp. in
computing.

binaural /bar'no:r(a)l/ adj. 1 of or used
with both ears. 2 (of sound) recorded
using two microphones and usu. trans-
mitted separately to the two ears. [from
BI-, AURAL]

bind /baind/ —v. (past and past part.
bound) 1 tie or fasten tightly. 2 restrain
forcibly. 3 (cause to) cohere. 4 compel;
impose a duty on. 5 a edge with braid
etc. b fasten,(the pages of a book) in a
cover. 6 constipate. 7 ratify (a bargain,
agreement, etc.). 8 (often foll. by up)
bandage. —n. collog. nuisance; restric-
tion. o bind over Law order (a person)
to do something, esp. keep the peace.
[O1d English]

binder 7. 1 cover for loose papers etc. 2
substance that binds things together. 3
hist. reaping-machine that binds grain
into sheaves. 4 bookbinder.

bindery n. (pl. -ies) bookbinder’s work-
shop.

binding -n. thing that binds, esp. the
covers, glue, etc., of a book. —adj. oblig-
atory.

bindweed n. 1 convolvulus. 2 honey-
suckle or other climber.



bine

bine n. 1 twisting stem of a climbing
plant, esp. the hop. 2 flexible shoot. [dial.
form of BIND]

bin end 7. one of the last bottles from a
bin of wine, usu. sold at a reduced price.

binge /bind3/ slang —n. bout of excess-
ive eating, drinking, etc.; spree. —v.
(-ging) indulge in a binge. [probably
dial., = soak]

bingo /'bingeu/ n. gambling game in
which each player has a card with
numbers to be marked off as they are
called. [origin uncertain]

bin-liner n. bag for lining a rubbish
bin.

binman n. collog. dustman.

binnacle /'bmak(a)l/ n. case for a ship’s
compass. [Latin habitaculum dwelling]

binocular /bar'nokjula(r)/ adj. for both
eyes. [Latin bini two together, oculus
eye]

binoculars /br'nokjulez/ n.pl. instru-
ment with a lens for each eye, for view-
ing distant objects.

binomial /bar'nevmisl/ —n. algebraic
expression of the sum or the difference
of two terms. —adj. of two terms. [Greek
nomos part]

binomial theorem n formula for
finding any power of a binomial.

bint n. slang, usu. offens. girl or woman.
[Arabic]

bio- comb. form 1 life (biography). 2
biological; of living things. [Greek bios
life]

biochemistry /barsu'’kemistri/ n. the
study of the chemistry of living organ-
isms. 0 biochemical adj. biochemist

n.

biodegradable /bareudi'greideb(a)l/
adj. capable of being decomposed by
bacteria or other living organisms.
bioengineering /bareu,end3i'nieriy/
n. 1 the application of engineering tech-
niques to biological processes. 2 the use
of artificial tissues, organs, etc. to re-
place parts of the body, e.g. artlﬁmal
limbs, pacemakers, etc.

biogenesis /bareu'dzenisis/ n. 1
hypothesis that a living organism arises
only from a similar living organism. 2
synthesis of substances by living organ-
isms.

biography /bar'ngrefi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
account of a person’s life, written
usu. by another. 2 these as a literary
genre. 0 biographer #. biographical
/ bara'grafik(a)l/ adj. [French: related to
BIO-]

biological /bare'lnd3ik(e)l/ adj. of bio-
logy or living organisms. o biolo-
gically adv.

bird

biological clock n. innate mechanism
controlling an organism’s rhythmic
p_hysmloglcal activities.

biological warfare n. use of toxins or
micro-organisms against an enemy.

biology /bar'vledsr/ n. the study of
living organisms. 0 biologist n. [Ger-
man: related to B1o-]

bionic /bar'vnik/ adj. having electronic-
ally operated body parts or the resulting
superhuman powers. [from BIO- after
ELECTRONIC]

bionics n.pl. (treated as sing.) the study
of mechanical systems that function
like living organisms.

biophysics /baisu'fiziks/ n.pl. (treated
as sing.) science of the application of the
laws of physics to biological phenom-
ena. © biophysical adj. biophysicist

n.
biopsy /'baropsi/ n. (pl. -ies) examina-
tion of severed tissue for diagnosis.
[Greek bios life, opsis sight]
biorhythm /'bareurid(e)m/ n. any
recurring biological cycle thought to
affect one’s physical or mental state.
biosphere /'baieu,sfia(r)/ n. regions of
the earth’s crust and atmosphere occu-
pied by living things. [German: related
to BI1O-]
biosynthesis /barsu'sm6isis/ n. pro-
duction of organic molecules by living
organisms. 01 biosynthetic /-'0etik/ adj.
biotechnology /barsutek'noled3i/ n.
branch of technology exploiting biolo-
gical processes, esp. using micro-
organismes, in industry, medicine, etc.
biotin /baretin/ n. vitamin of the B
complex, found in egg-yolk, liver, and
yeast. [Greek bios life]
bipartisan /barpa:ti'zen/ adj. of or
involving two parties.
bipartite /bar'pa:tait/ adj. 1 of two
parts. 2 shared by or involving two
parties. [Latin bipartio divide in two]
biped /'barped/ —n. two-footed animal.
—adj. two-footed. 0 bipedal /-'pi:d(a)l/
adj. [Latin bipes -edis]
biplane /baiplein/ n. aeroplane with
two sets of wings, one above the other.
bipolar /bar'psula(r)/ adj. having two
poles or extremities.
birch -n. 1 tree with pale hard wood and
thin peeling bark, bearing catkins. 2
bundle of birch twigs used for flogging.
—v. beat with a birch. [Old English]
bird n. 1 two-legged feathered winged
vertebrate, egg-laying and usu. able to
fly. 2 slang young woman. 3 slang
person. 4 slang prison; prison sentence.
o a bird in the hand something
secured or certain. the birds and the
bees euphem. sexual activity and repro-
duction. birds of a feather similar




bird-bath

people. for the birds collog. trivial,
uninteresting. get the bird slang be
rejected, esp. by an audience. [Old Eng-
lish]

bird-bath n. basin with water for birds
to bathe in.

birdbrain n. collog. stupid or flighty
person. ! birdbrained adj.

birdcage n. cage for birds.

birdie n. 1 collog. little bird. 2 Golf hole
played in one under par.

birdlime n. sticky substance spread to
trap birds.

bird-nesting n. hunting for birds’ eggs.

bird of paradise n. bird, the male of
which has brilliant plumage.

bird of passage n. 1 migrant. 2 habit-
ual traveller.

bird of prey n. bird which hunts an-
imals for food.

birdseed n. blend of seeds for caged
birds.

bird’s-eye view n. detached view from
above.

birdsong n. musical cry of birds.

bird table n. platform on which food for
birds is placed.

bird-watcher n. person who observes
wild birds as a hobby. © bird-
-watching n.

biretta /bi'reta/ n. square usu. black cap
worn by Roman Catholic priests. [Latin
birrus cape)

Biro /'baterau/ n. (pl. -s) propr. a kind
of ball-point pen. [Biré, name of its
inventor]

birth n. 1 emergence of a baby or young
from its mother’s body. 2 beginning
(birth of civilization). 3 a ancestry (of
noble birth). b high or noble birth;
inherited position. = give birth to 1
produce (young). 2 be the cause of. [Old
Norse]

birth certificate n. official document
detailing a person’s birth.

birth control n. contraception.

birthday ». 1 day on which one was
born. 2 anniversary of this.

birthing pool n. large bath for giving
birth in.

birthmark n. unusual coloured mark
on one’s body at or from birth.

birthplace n. place where one was
born.

birth rate n. number of live births per
thousand of population per year.

birthright n. inherited, esp. property,
rights.

birthstone n. gem popularly associ-
ated with the month of one’s birth.

biscuit /'biskit/ n. 1 flat thin unleavened
cake, usu. crisp and sweet. 2 fired
unglazed pottery. 3 light brown colour.
[Latin bis twice, coquo cook]

bite

bisect /bar'sekt/ v. divide into two
(strictly, equal) parts. © bisection n.
bisector n. [from BI-, Latin seco sect-
cut]

bisexual /bar'sek[ual/ —adj. 1 feeling or
involving sexual attraction to people of
both sexes. 2 hermaphrodite. —n. bisex-
ual person. & bisexuality /-'zliti/ n.

bishop /'bifap/ n. 1 senior clergyman in
charge of a diocese. 2 mitre-shaped
chess piece. [Greek episkopos overseer]
bishopric /'bifaprik/ n. office or diocese
of a bishop.

bismuth /'bizma6/ n- 1 reddish-white
metallic element used in alloys etc. 2
compound of it used medicinally. [Ger-
man)

bison /[baise)n/ n. (pl. same) wild
hump-backed ox of Europe or N. Amer-
ica. [Latin from Germanic]

bisque! /bisk/ n. rich soup, esp. of lob-
ster. [French]

bisque? /bisk/ n. advantage of one free
point or stroke in certain games.
[French]

bisque?® /bisk/ n. = BIscurr 2.

bistre /'bista(r)/ n. (US bister) brownish
pigment from wood soot. [French]

bistro /'biistrev/ n. (pl -s) small in-
formal restaurant. [French]

bit! n. 1 small piece or quantity. 2 (prec.
by a) fair amount (sold quite a bit). 3
often collog. short or small time, dis-
tance, or amount (wait a bit; move up a
bit; a bit tired; a bit of an idiot). © bit by
bit gradually. do one’s bit collog. make
a useful contribution. [Old English]

bit? past of BITE.

bit® n. 1 metal mouthpiece of a bridle.
2 tool or piece for boring or drilling.
3 cutting or gripping part of a plane,
pincers, etc. [Old English]

bit* n. Computing unit of information
expressed as a choice between two pos-
sibilities. [binary digit]

bitch —n. 1 female dog or other canine
animal. 2 slang offens. spiteful woman.
3 slang unpleasant or difficult thing. —v.
1 speak scathingly or spitefully. 2 com-
plain. [Old English]

bitchy adj. (-ier, -iest) slang spiteful.
= bitchily adv. bitchiness n.

bite —v. (-ting; past bit; past part. bit-
ten) 1 cut or puncture with the teeth. 2
(foll. by off, away, etc.) detach thus. 3 (of
an insect etc.) sting. 4 (of a wheel etc.)
grip, penetrate. 5 accept bait or an
inducement. 6 be harsh in effect, esp.
intentionally. 7 (in passive) a swindle.
b (foll. by by, with, etc.) be infected by
(enthusiasm etc.). 8 collog. worry, per-
turb. 9 cause smarting pain (biting
wind). 10 be sharp or effective (biting
wit). 11 (foll. by at) snap at. —n. 1 act of



bit on the side

biting. 2 wound etc. made by biting. 3 a
mouthful of food. b snack. 4 taking of
bait by a fish. 5§ pungency (esp. of fla-
vour). 6 incisiveness, sharpness. 7 posi-
tion of the teeth when the jaws are
closed. 0 bite the dust slang die. bite a
person’s head off collog. respond
angrily. bite one’s lip repress emotion
etc. [Old English]

bit on the side n. slang sexual rela-
tionship involving infidelity.

bit part n. minor role.

bitter —adj. 1 having a sharp pungent
taste; not sweet. 2 causing, showing, or
feeling mental pain or resentment (bit-
ter memories). 3 a harsh; virulent (bit-
ter animosity). b piercingly cold. —n. 1
beer flavoured with hops and tasting
slightly bitter. 2 (in pl.) liquor flavoured
esp. with wormwood, used in cocktails.
O to the bitter end to the very end in
spite of difficulties. 0 bitterly adv.
bitterness n. [Old English]

bittern /'bit(e)n/ n. wading bird of the
heron family. [French butor from Latin
butio)

bitter-sweet —adj. sweet with a bitter
aftertaste. —n. 1 such sweetness. 2 =
WOODY NIGHTSHADE.

bitty adj. (-ier, -iest) made up of bits;
scrappy.

bitumen /'bitjvmin/ n. tarlike mixture
of hydrocarbons derived from petro-
leum. [Latin]

bituminous /br'tju:mmas/ adj. of or
like bitumen.

bituminous coal n. coal burning with
a smoky flame.

bivalve /'baiveelv/ —n. aquatic mollusc
with a hinged double shell, e.g. the
oyster and mussel. —adj. with such a
shell.

bivouac /'bivu,k/ —n. temporary open
encampment without tents. —v. (-ck-)
make, or camp in, a bivouac. [French,
probably from German]

biz n. collog. business. [abbreviation]

bizarre /br'za:(r)/ adj. strange; eccent-
ric; grotesque. [French]

BK symb. berkelium.

BL abbr. British Library.

blab v. (-bb-) 1 talk foolishly or indis-
creetly. 2 reveal (a secret etc.); confess.
[imitative]

blabber —n. (also blabbermouth) per-
son who blabs. —v. (often foll. by on) talk
foolishly or inconsequentially.

black —adj. 1 reflecting no light, colour-
less from lack of light (like coal or soot);
completely dark. 2 (Black) of the
human group with dark-coloured skin,
esp. African. 3 (of the sky etc.) heavily
overcast. 4 angry; gloomy (black look,
mood). 5 implying disgrace etc. (in his

blackhead

black books). 6 wicked, sinister, deadly.
7 portending trouble (things look
black). 8 comic but sinister (black com-
edy). 9 (of tea or coffee) without milk. 10
(of industrial labour or its products)
boycotted, esp. by a trade union, in a
strike etc. —n. 1 black colour or pigment.
2 black clothes or material (dressed in
black). 3 a (in a game) black piece, ball,
etc. b player of this. 4 credit side of an
account (in the black). 5 (Black) mem-
ber of a dark-skinned race, esp. an
African. —v. 1 make black (blacked his
boots). 2 declare (goods etc.) ‘black’.
O black out 1 effect a blackout on. 2
undergo a blackout. [Old English]
black and blue adj. bruised.

black and white —n. writing or print-
ing (in black and white). —adj. 1 (of a
film etc.) monochrome. 2 consisting of
extremes only, oversimplified.

black art n. = BLACK MAGIC.

blackball v. reject (a candidate) in a
ballot.

black beetle n. the commbdn cock-
roach.

black belt n. 1 highest grade of profi-
ciency in judo, karate, etc. 2 holder of
this grade, entitled to wear a black belt.

blackberry n. (pl -ies) black fleshy
edible fruit of the bramble.

blackbird ». common thrush of which
the male is black with an orange beak.

blackboard n. board with a smooth
dark surface for writing on with chalk.

black box n. flight-recorder.

blackcap n. small warbler, the male of
which has a black-topped head.

Black Country n. (prec. by the) indus-
trial area of the Midlands. .

blackcurrant n. 1 cultivated flowering
shrub. 2 its small dark edible berry.

Black Death n. (prec. by the) 14th-c.
plague in Europe.

black economy n. unofficial and
untaxed trade.

blacken v. 1 make or become black or
dark. 2 defame, slander.

black eye n. bruised skin around the
eye.

black flag n. flag of piracy.

blackfly n. 1 dark coloured thrips or
aphid. 2 these collectively.

Black Forest gateau n. chocolate
sponge with cherries and whipped
cream.

Black Friar n. Dominican friar.

blackguard /'bleega:d/n. villain, scoun-
drel. 0 blackguardly adj. [originally
= menial]

blackhead n. black-topped pimple on
the skin.




black hole

black hole n. region of space from
which matter and radiation cannot
escape.

black ice n. thin hard transparent ice
on a road etc.

blacking n. black polish, esp. for shoes.
blackjack n. = ponTOON'.
blacklead n. graphite.

blackleg —n. derog. person refusing to
join a strike etc. —v. (-gg-) act as a
blackleg.

blacklist —n. list of people in disfavour
etc. —v. put on a blacklist.

black magic n. magic supposed to
invoke evil spirits.

blackmail - . 1 a extortion of payment
in return for silence. b payment so
extorted. 2 use of threats or moral pres-
sure. —v. 1 (try to) extort money etc.
from by blackmail. 2 threaten, coerce.

) blackmailer n. [obsolete mail rent]

Black Maria /ma'raia/ n. slang police
van.

black mark n. mark of discredit.

black market n. illicit trade in
rationed, prohibited, or scarce commod-
ities. © black marketeer n.

Black Mass n. travesty of the Mass, in
worship of Satan.

blackout n. 1 temporary loss of con-
sciousness or memory. 2 loss of electric
power, radio reception, etc. 3 compuls-
ory darkness as a precaution against air
raids. 4 temporary suppression of news.
5 sudden darkening of a theatre stage.

black pepper n. pepper made by grind-
ing the whole dried pepper berry includ-
ing the outer husk.

Black Power n. movement for Black
rights and political power.

black pudding n. sausage of pork,
dried pig’s blood, suet, etc.

Black Rod n. principal usher of the
House of Lords etc.

black sheep n. collog. member of a
family, group, etc. regarded as a dis-
grace or failure.

blackshirt n. hist. member of a Fascist
organization.

blacksmith n. smith who works in
iron.

black spot n. 1 place of danger or
trouble. 2 plant disease producing black
spots.

black tea n. tea that is fully fermented
before drying.

blackthorn n. thorny shrub bearing
white blossom and sloes.

black tie n. 1 black bow-tie worn with a
dinner jacket. 2 collog. man’s formal
evening dress. N

black velvet n. mixture of stout and
champagne.

blanket

Black Watch n. (prec. by the) Royal
Highland Regiment.

black widow n. venomous spider of
which the female devours the male.
bladder 7. 1 a sac in some animals, esp.
that holding urine. b this adapted for
various uses. 2 inflated blister in sea-
weed etc. [Old English]

bladderwrack n. brown seaweed with
air bladders.

blade n. 1 cutting part of a knife etc.
2 flattened part of an oar, propeller,
etc. 3 a flat narrow leaf of grass etc.
b broad thin part of a leaf. 4 flat bone,
e.g. in the shoulder. [Old English]

blame -v. (-ming) 1 assign fault or
responsibility to. 2 (foll. by on) fix re-
sponsibility for (an error etc.) on
(blamed it on his brother). —n. 1 re-
sponsibility for an error etc. 2 blaming
or attributing of responsibility (got all
the blame). 0 be to blame be respons-
ible; deserve censure. = blameable
adj. blameless adj. blameworthy adj.
[French: related to BLASPHEME]

blanch /bla:ntf/ v. 1 make or become
white or pale. 2 a peel (almonds etc.) by
scalding. b immerse (vegetables etc.)
briefly in boiling water. 3 whiten (a
plant) by depriving it of light. [French:
related to BLANK]

blancmange /ble'mond3/ n. sweet
opaque jelly of flavoured cornflour
and milk. [French, = white food]

bland adj. 1 a mild, not irritating. b
tasteless; insipid. 2 gentle in manner;
suave. 0 blandly adv. blandness n.
[Latin blandus smooth]

blandish /'blendif/ v. flatter; coax. &
blandishment 7. (usu. in pl). [Latin:
related to BLAND]

blank -adj. 1 a (of paper) not written or
printed on. b (of a document) with
spaces left for a signature or details. 2 a
empty (blank space). b unrelieved
(blank wali). 3 a without interest, re-
sult, or expression (blank face). b hav-
ing (temporarily) no knowledge etc.
(mind went blank). 4 complete (a blank
refusal; blank despair). —n. 1 a unfilled
space, esp. in a document. b document
having blank spaces. 2 (in full blank
cartridge) cartridge containing gun-
powder but no bullet. 3 dash written
instead of a word or letter. —v. (usu. foll.
by off, out) screen, obscure. 0 draw a
blank get no response; fail. 0 blankly
adv. blankness n. [French blanc white,
from Germanic]

blank cheque n. 1 cheque left for the
payee to fill in. 2 collog. unlimited free-
dom of action.

blanket /'bleenkit/—n. 1 large esp. wool-
len sheet used as a bed-covering etc. 2



blanket bath

thick covering mass or layer. —attrib.
adj. covering everything; inclusive. —v.
(-t-) 1 cover. 2 stifle, suppress. [French:
related to BLANK]

blanket bath n. body wash given to a
bedridden patient.

blanket stitch n. stitch used to finish
the edges of a blanket etc.

blank verse n. unrhymed verse, esp.
iambic pentameters.

blare-v. (-ring) 1 sound or utter loudly.
2 make the sound of a trumpet. —n.
blaring sound. [Low German or Dutch,
imitative]

blarney /'bla:ni/ —n. cajoling talk; flat-
tery. —v. (-eys, -eyed) flatter, cajole.
[Blarney, castle near Cork]

blasé /'bla:ze1/ adj. bored or indifferent
through over-familiarity. [French]

blaspheme /bles'fi:m/ v. (-ming) 1 use
religious names irreverently; treat a
religious or sacred subject irreverently.
2 talk irreverently about; use blas-
phemy against. [Greek blasphémed)

blasphemy /'blesfomi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1
irreverent talk or treatment of a re-
ligious or sacred thing. 2 instance of
this. 0 blasphemous adj.

blast /bla:st/ —n. 1 strong gust of air.2 a
explosion. b destructive wave of air
from this. 3 loud note from a wind
instrument, car horn, etc. 4 collog.
severe reprimand. —v. 1 blow up with
explosives. 2 wither, blight (blasted
oak; blasted her hopes). 3 (cause to)
make a loud noise. —int. expressing
annoyance. 0 at full blast collog. at
maximum volume, speed, etc. blast off
take off from a launching site. [Old
English]

blasted collog. —attrib. adj. damned;
annoying. —adv. damned; extremely.

blast-furnace n. smelting furnace into
which hot air is driven.

blast-off n. launching of a rocket etc.

blatant /'bleit(e)nt/ adj. 1 flagrant,
unashamed. 2 loudly obtrusive. o bla-
tantly adv. [coined by Spenser]

blather /'bleda(r)/ —n. (also blether)
foolish talk. —v. talk foolishly. [Old
Norse]

blaze' —n. 1 bright flame or fire. 2
violent outburst (of passion etc.). 3 bril-
liant display (blaze of scarlet, of glory).
—v. (-zing) 1 burn or shine brightly or
fiercely. 2 be consumed with anger,
excitement, etc. - blaze away (often
foll. by at) 1 shoot continuously. 2 work
vigorously. [Old English, = torch]

blaze? —n. 1 white mark on an animal’s
face. 2 mark cut on a tree, esp. to show a
route. —v. (-zing) mark (a tree or a path)
with blazes. ' blaze a trail show the
way for others. [origin uncertain]

bless

blazer n. jacket without matching
trousers, esp. lightweight and often part
of a uniform. [from BLAZE!]

blazon /'blerz(e)n/ —v. 1 proclaim (esp.
blazon abroad). 2 Heraldry describe or
paint (arms). —n. Heraldry shield or coat
of arms. = blazonment n. blazonry n.
[French, originally = shield]

bleach -v. whiten in sunlight or by a
chemical process. —n. bleaching sub-
stance or process. [Old English]

bleak adj. 1 exposed, windswept. 2
dreary, grim. [Old Norse]

bleary /'bliari/ adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 dim;
blurred. 2 indistinct. [Low German]
bleary-eyed adj. having dim sight.

bleat —v. 1 (of a sheep, goat, or calf)
make a wavering cry. 2 (often foll. by
out) speak or say plaintively. —n. bleat-
ing cry. [0Old English]

bleed -v. (past and past part. bled) 1
emit blood. 2 draw blood from surgic-
ally. 3 collog. extort money from. 4
(often foll. by for) suffer wounds or
violent death. 5 a emit sap. b (of dye)
come out in water. 6 empty (a system) of
excess air or fluid. —n. act of bleeding.
C one’s heart bleeds usu. iron. one
is very sorrowful. [Old English]
bleeder n. coarse slang unpleasant or
contemptible person.

bleeding adj. & adv. coarse slang
expressing annoyance or antipathy.

bleep -n. intermittent high-pitched
electronic sound. —v. 1 make a bleep. 2
summon with a bleeper. [imitative]

bleeper n. small electronic device
bleeping to contact the carrier.

blemish /blemif/ —n. flaw, defect, or
stain. —v. spoil, mark, or stain. [French]

blench v. flinch, quail. [Old English]

blend -v. 1 mix together as required. 2
become one. 3 (often foll. by with, in)
mingle; mix thoroughly. 4 (esp. of col-
ours) merge imperceptibly; harmonize.
—n. mixture. [Old Norse]

blender n. machine for liquidizing,
chopping, or puréeing food.

blenny /'bleni/ n. (pl. -ies) small spiny-
finned scaleless marine fish. [Greek
blennos mucus]

bless v. (past and past part. blessed,
poet. blest) 1 ask God to look favourably
on, esp. by making the sign of the cross
over. 2 consecrate (food etc.). 3 glorify
(God). 4 attribute one’s good luck to
(stars etc.); thank. 5 (usu. in passive)
make happy or successful (blessed with
children). o bless me (or my soul)
exclamation of surprise etc. bless you!
exclamation of endearment, gratitude,
etc., or to a person who has just sneezed.
[Old English]




blessed

blessed /'blesid, blest/ adj. (also poet.
blest) 1 holy. 2 euphem. cursed (blessed
nuisance!). 3 RC Ch. beatified. == bles-
sedness n.

blessing n. 1 invocation of (esp. divine)
favour. 2 grace said at a meal. 3 benefit.
blether var. of BLATHER.

blew past of BLow'.

blight /blart/ —n. 1 plant disease caused
by insects etc. 2 such an insect etc. 3
harmful or destructive force. 4 ugly
urban area. —v. 1 affect with blight. 2
harm, destroy. 3 spoil. [origin
unknown)

blighter n. collog. contemptible or an-
noying person.

Blighty /blarti/ n. Mil. slang England;
home. [Hindustani, = foreign]

blimey /blaimi/ int. coarse slang
expression of surprise, contempt, etc.
[(God) blind me!)

blimp 7. 1 (also (Colonel) Blimp) reac-
tionary person. 2 small non-rigid air-
ship. 3 soundproof cover for a cine-
camera. [origin uncertain]

blind /blaind/ —-adj. 1 lacking the power
of sight. 2 a without adequate foresight,
discernment, or information (blind ef-
fort). b (often foll. by to) unwilling or
unable to appreciate a factor etc. (blind
to argument). 3 not governed by pur-
pose or reason (blind forces). 4 reckless
(blind hitting). 5 a concealed (blind
ditch). b closed at one end. 6 (of flying)
using instruments only. 7 Cookery (of a
flan case etc.) baked without a filling.
—v. 1 deprive of sight. 2 rob of judge-
ment; deceive; overawe. 3 slang go reck-
lessly. —n. 1 screen for a window; awn-
ing. 2 thing used to hide the truth. 3
obstruction to sight or light. —adv.
blindly. = blindly adv. blindness n.
[O1d English]

blind alley n. 1 alley closed at one end.
2 futile course.

blind date n. coliog. date between two
people who have not previously met.

blind drunk adj. collog. extremely
drunk.

blindfold -v. cover the eyes of (a per-
son) with a tied cloth etc. —n. cloth etc.
so used. —adj. & adv. 1 with eyes
covered. 2 without due care. [originally
blindfelled = struck blind]

blind man’s buff n. game in which a
blindfold player tries to catch others.

blind spot n. 1 point on the retina
insensitive to light. 2 area where vision
or understanding is lacking.

blindworm n. = SLOW-WORM.

blink -v. 1 shut and open the eyes
quickly. 2 (often foll. by back) prevent
(tears) by blinking. 3 shine unsteadily,

block

flicker. —n. 1 act of blinking. 2 moment-
ary gleam or glimpse. - blink at 1 look
at while blinking. 2ignore, shirk. on the
blink slang not working properly; out
of order. [Dutch, var. of BLENCH]

blinker —n. 1 (usu. in pl) each of two
screens on a bridle preventing lateral
vision. 2 device that blinks. —v. 1 ob-
scure with blinkers. 2 (as blinkered
adj.) having narrow and prejudiced
views.

blinking adj. & adv. slang expressing
annoyance etc. (it’s blinking stupid).

blip —n. 1 minor deviation or error. 2
quick popping sound. 3 small imageon a
radar screen. —v. (-pp-) make a blip.
[imitative]

bliss n. 1 perfect joy. 2 being in heaven.
= blissful adj. blissfully adv. [Old
English]

blister —n. 1 small bubble on the skin
filled with watery fluid and caused by
heat or friction. 2 similar swelling on
plastic, wood, etc. —v. 1 come up in
blisters. 2 raise a blister on. 3 attack
sharply. [origin uncertain]

blithe /blaid/ adj. 1 cheerful, happy. 2
careless, casual. = blithely ade. [Old
English]

blithering /'blidary/ attrib. adj. collog.
hopeless; contemptible (esp. in blither-
ing idiot). [blither, var. of BLATHER]

BLitt. abbr. Bachelor of Letters. [Latin
Baccalaureus Litterarum)

blitz /blits/ collog. —n. 1 a intensive or
sudden (esp. aerial) attack. b intensive
period of work etc. (must have a blitz on
this room). 2 (the Blitz) German air
raids on London in 1940. —v. inflict a
blitz on. [abbreviation of BLITZKRIEG]

blitzkrieg /blitskri:g/ n. intense mil-
itary campaign intended to bring about
a swift victory. [German, = lightning

war)

blizzard /'blizad/ n. severe snowstorm.
[origin unknown])

bloat v. 1 inflate, swell. 2 (as bloated
adj.) inflated with pride, wealth. or food.
3 cure (a herring) by salting and smok-
ing lightly. [Old Norse]

bloater n. bloated herring.

blob n. small drop or spot. [imitative]

bloc n. group of governments etc. shar-
ing a common purpose. [French: related
to BLOCK]

block —n. 1 solid piece of hard material,
esp. stone or wood. 2 this as a base for
chopping etc., as a stand, or for mount-
ing a horse from. 3 a large building, esp.
when subdivided. b group of buildings
between streets. 4 obstruction. § two or
more pulleys mounted in a case. 6 piece
of wood or metal engraved for printing.
7 slang head. 8 (often attrib.) number of
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things as a unit, e.g. shares, theatre
seats (block booking). 9 sheets of paper
glued along one edge. —v. 1 a (often foll.
by up) obstruct. b impede. 2 restrict the
use of. 3 Cricket stop (a ball) with a bat
defensively. © block in 1 sketch
roughly; plan. 2 confine. block out 1
shut cut (light, noise, a memory, view,
etc.). 2 sketch roughly; plan. block up
confine; enclose. [Low German or
Dutch]

blockade /blo'kerd/ —n. surrounding or
blocking of a place by an enemy to
prevent entry and exit. —v. (-ding) sub-
ject to a blockade.

blockage n. obstruction.

block and tackle rn. system of pulleys
and ropes, esp. for lifting.

blockbuster n. slang 1 thing of great
power, esp. a very successful film, book,
etc. 2 highly destructive bomb.

block capitals n.pl. (also block let-
ters) letters printed without serifs, or
written with each letter separate and in
capitals.

blockhead n. stupid person.

blockhouse n. 1 reinforced concrete
shelter. 2 hist. small fort of timber.

block vote n. vote proportional in
power to the number of people a del-
egate represents.

bloke n. slang man, fellow. [Shelta]

blond (of a woman usu. blonde) —adj.
(of a person, hair, or complexion) light-
coloured, fair. —n. blond person. [Latin
blondus yellow]

blood /blad/-n. 1 usu. red fluid circulat-
ing in the arteries and veins of animals.
2 bloodshed, esp. Killing. 3 passion, tem-
perament. 4 race, descent, parentage (of
the same blood). 5 relationship; re-
lations (blood is thicker than water). 6
dandy. —v. 1 give (a hound) a first taste
of blood. 2 initiate (a person). 0 in one’s
blood inherent in one’s character. [Old
English]

blood bank n. store of blood for trans-
fusion.

blood bath n. massacre.

blood count . number of corpuscles in
a specific amount of blood.

blood-curdling adj. horrifying.

blood donor n. person giving blood for
transfusion.

blood group n. any of the types of
human blood.

blood-heat n. normal human temper-
ature, about 37 °C or 98.4 °F.
bloodhound 7. large keen-scented dog
used in tracking.

bloodless adj. 1 without blood or
bloodshed. 2 unemotional. 3 pale. 4
feeble.

blooming

blood-letting n. surgical removal of
blood.

blood-money 7n. 1 money paid as com-
pensation for a death. 2 money paid to a
killer.

blood orange n. red-fleshed orange.

blood-poisoning 7. diseased con-
dition caused by micro-organisms in the
blood.

blood pressure n. pressure of the
blood in the arteries etc., measured for
diagnosis.

blood relation n. (also blood relat-
ive) relative by birth.

bloodshed n. killing.

bloodshot adj. (of an eyeball) inflamed.

blood sport . sport involving the kill-
ing or wounding of animals.

bloodstain 7. stain caused by blood. o
bloodstained adj.

bloodstream . blood in circulation.

bloodsucker 7. 1 leech. 2 extortioner.
o bloodsucking adj.

blood sugar n. amount of glucose in
the blood.

blood test n. examination of blood, esp.
for diagnosis.

bloodthirsty adj. (-ier, -iest) eager for
bloodshed.

blood-vessel n. vein, artery, or capil-
lary carrying blood.

bloody -adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 of, like,
running with, or smeared with blood. 2
a involving bloodshed. b bloodthirsty,
cruel. 3 coarse slang expressing
annoyance or antipathy, or as an intens-
ifier (bloody fool; a bloody sight better).
4 red. —adv. coarse slang as an intens-
ifier (bloody awful). —v. (-ies, -ied) stain
with blood.

Bloody Mary n. mixture of vodka and
tomato juice.

bloody-minded adj. collog. deliber-
ately uncooperative.

bloom —n. 1 a flower, esp. cultivated. b
state of flowering (in bloom). 2 one’s
prime (in full bloom). 3 a healthy glow
of the complexion. b fine powder on
fresh fruit and leaves. —v. 1 bear
flowers; be in flower. 2 be in one’s prime;
flourish. [Old Norse]

bloomer! n. 1 slang blunder. 2 plant
that blooms in a specified way.

bloomer? n. long loaf with diagonal
marks. [origin uncertain]

bloomers n.pl. 1 women’s long loose
knickers. 2 hist. women’s loose knee-
length trousers. [Mrs A. Bloomer, name
of the originator]

blooming —adj. 1 flourishing; healthy.
2 slang an intensifier (blooming mir-
acle). —adv. slang an intensifier (bloom-
ing difficult).



blossom

blossom /'blosam/ —n. 1 flower or mass
of flowers, esp. of a fruit-tree. 2 promis-
ing stage (blossom of youth). —=v. 1 open
into flower. 2 mature, thrive. [Old Eng-
lish]

blot —n. 1 spot or stain of ink etc. 2
disgraceful act or quality. 3 blemish. —v.
(-tt-) 1 make a blot on, stain. 2 dry with
blotting-paper. 0 blot one’s copybook
damage one’s reputation. blot out 1
obliterate. 2 obscure (a view, sound,
etc.). [probably Scandinavian]

blotch —n. 1 discoloured or inflamed
patch on the skin. 2 irregular patch
of colour. —v. cover with blotches.
0 blotchy adj. (-ier, -iest). [obsolete
plotch, BLOT]

blotter n. pad of blotting-paper.

blotting-paper n. absorbent paper for
drying wet ink.

blotto /'blotav/ adj. slang very drunk.
[origin uncertain]

blouse /blavz/ —n. 1 woman’s garment
like a shirt. 2 upper part of a military
uniform. —v. (-sing) make (a bodice etc.)
full like a blouse. [French]

blouson /'blu:izon/ n. short blouse-
shaped jacket. [French]

blow! /blav/ —v. (past blew; past part.
blown) 1 direct a current of air (at) esp.
from the mouth. 2 drive or be driven by
blowing (blew the door open). 3 (esp. of
the wind) move rapidly. 4 expel by
breathing (blew smoke). 5 sound or be
sounded by blowing. 6 (past part.
blowed) slang (esp. in imper.) curse,
confound (I'm blowed if I know; blow
it!). 7 clear (the nose) by blowing. 8 puff,
pant. 9 slang depart suddenly (from). 10
shatter etc. by an explosion. 11 make or
shape (glass or a bubble) by blowing. 12
a melt from overloading (the fuse has
blown). b break or burst suddenly. 13 (of
a whale) eject air and water. 14 break
into with explosives. 15 slang a
squander (blew £20). b bungle (an op-
portunity etc.). ¢ reveal (a secret etc.).
—n. 1 act of blowing. 2 a gust of wind or
air. b exposure to fresh air. 0 be blowed
if one will collog. be unwilling to. blow
a gasket slang lose one’s temper. blow
hot and cold colloq. vacillate. blow in 1
break inwards by an explosion. 2 collog.
arrive unexpectedly. blow a person’s
mind slang cause to have hallucina-
tions etc.; astound. blow off 1 escape or
allow (steam etc.) to escape forcibly. 2
slang break wind noisily. blow out 1
extinguish by blowing. 2 send outwards
by an explosion. blow over (of trouble
etc.) fade away. blow one’s top collog.
explode in rage. blow up 1 explode. 2
collog. rebuke strongly. 3 inflate (a tyre
etc.). 4 collog. a enlarge (a photograph).

Blue Book

b exaggerate. 5 collog. arise, happen. 6
collog. lose one’s temper. [Old English]
blow? /blau/ n. 1 hard stroke with a hand
or weapon. 2 sudden shock or misfor-
tune. [origin unknown]
blow-by-blow attrib. adj. (of a nar-
rative etc.) detailed.

blow-dry —v. arrange (the hair) while
drying it. —n. act of doing this.

blower n. 1 device for blowing. 2 collog.
telephone.

blowfly n. bluebottle.

blow-hole n. 1 nostril of a whale. 2 hole
(esp. in ice) for breathing or fishing
through. 3 vent for air, smoke, etc.

blow-job n. coarse slang instance of
fellatio or cunnilingus.

blowlamp n. device with a very hot
flame for burning off paint, plumbing,
etc.

blown past part. of BLow'.

blow-out n. collog. 1 burst tyre. 2
melted fuse. 3 huge meal.

blowpipe n. 1 tube for blowing air
through, esp. to intensify a flame or
to blow glass. 2 tube for propelling
poisoned darts etc. by blowing.

blowtorch n. US = BLowLAMP.

blow-up n. 1 collog. enlargement (of a
photograph etc.). 2 explosion.

blowy /'blaul/ adj. (-ier, -iest) windy.

blowzy /'blavzi/ adj. (-ier, -iest) 1
coarse-looking; red-faced. 2 slovenly.
[obsolete blowze beggar’s wench]

blub v. (-bb-) slang sob. [shortening of
BLUBBER]

blubber -n. whale fat. —v. 1 sob loudly.
2 sob out (words). —adj. swollen, thick.
[probably imitative]

bludgeon /'blad3(e)n/ —n. heavy club.
-v. 1 beat with this. 2 coerce. [origin
unknown]

blue /blu:/ —adj. (bluer, bluest) 1 hav-
ing the colour of a clear sky. 2 sad,
depressed. 3 pornographic (a bluefilm).
4 politically conservative. —n. 1 blue
colour or pigment. 2 blue clothes or
material (dressed in blue). 3 person
who represents a university in a sport,
esp. Oxford or Cambridge. 4 Conservat-
ive party supporter. —v. (blues, blued,
bluing or blueing) 1 make blue. 2 slang
squander. 0 once in a blue moon very
rarely. out of the blue unexpectedly.
[French from Germanic]

blue baby n. baby with a blue com-
plexion due to a congenital heart defect.

bluebell n. woodland plant with bell-
shaped blue flowers.

blueberry n. (pl. -ies) small blue-black
edible fruit of various plants.

blue blood n. noble birth.

Blue Book n. report issued by Parlia-
ment or the Privy Council.



bluebottle

bluebottle n. large buzzing fly; blowfly.

blue cheese n. cheese with veins of
blue mould.

blue-collar attrib. adj. (of a worker or
work) manual; industrial.

blue-eyed boy n. collog. favourite.

blue funk n. collog. terror or panic.

bluegrass n. a kind of instrumental
country-and-western music.

blue-pencil v. censor or cut (a manu-
script, film, etc.).

Blue Peter n. blue flag with a white
square flown by a ship about to leave
port.

blueprint n. 1 photographic print of
plans in white on a blue background. 2
detailed plan.

blue rinse n. bluish dye for grey hair.

blues n.pl. 1 (prec. by the) bout of de-
pression. 2 a (prec. by the; often treated
as sing.) melancholic music of Black
American origin, usu. in a twelve-bar
sequence. b (pl. same) (as sing.) piece of
such music (played a blues).

bluestocking n. usu. derog. intellec-
tual or literary woman. [18th-c. Blue
Stocking Society]

blue tit n. common tit with a blue crest.

blue whale n. rorqual, the largest
known living mammal.

bluff® —v. pretend strength, confidence,
etc. —n. act of bluffing. — call a person’s
bluff challenge a person to prove a
claim. [Dutch bluffen brag]

bluff? —adj. 1 blunt, frank, hearty. 2
vertical or steep and broad in front. —n.
steep cliff or headland. [origin
unknown]

bluish /'blu:1f/ adj. fairly blue.

blunder -n. serious or foolish mistake.

—v. 1 make a blunder. 2 move clumsily;
stumble. [probably Scandinavian]

blunderbuss /blandsbas/ n. hist.
short large-bored gun. [Dutch donder-
bus thunder gun]

blunt —adj. 1 not sharp or pointed. 2
direct, outspoken. —v. make blunt or
less sharp. © bluntly adv. (in sense 2 of
adj.). bluntness n. [probably Scandin-
avian]

blur -v. (-rr-) make or become unclear
or less distinct; smear. —n. blurred
object, sound, memory, etc. [perhaps
related to BLEARY]
blurb n. promotional description, esp.
of a book. [coined by G. Burgess 1907]

blurt v. (usu. foll. by out) utter abruptly,
thoughtlessly, or tactlessly. [imitative]
blush —v. 1 a become pink in the face
from embarrassment or shame. b (of the
face) redden thus. 2 feel embarrassed or
ashamed. 3 redden. —n. 1 act of blush-
ing. 2 pink tinge. [Old English]
blusher n. rouge.

boater

bluster —v. 1 behave pompously or
boisterously. 2 (of the wind etc.) blow
fiercely. —n. bombastic talk; empty
threats. — blustery adj. [imitative]

BM abbr. 1 British Museum. 2 Bachelor
of Medicine.

BMA abbr. British Medical Association.

B.Mus. abbr. Bachelor of Music.

BMX /bi:em'eks/ n. 1 organized bicycle-
racing on a dirt-track. 2 bicycle used for
this. [abbreviation of bicycle moto-
cross)

BO abbr. collog. body odour.

boa /'baus/ n. 1 large snake which kills
by crushing and suffocating. 2 long stole
of feathers or fur. [Latin]

boa constrictor n. species of boa.

boar n. 1 male wild pig. 2 uncastrated
male pig. [Old English]

board -n. 1 a flat thin piece of sawn
timber, usu. long and narrow. b mater-
ial resembling this, of compressed
fibres. ¢ thin slab of wood etc. d thick
stiff card used in bookbinding. 2 provi-
sion of regular meals, usu. with accom-
modation, for payment. 3 directors of a
company;official administrative body. 4
(in pl.) stage of a theatre. 5 side of a ship.
—v. 1 go on board (a ship, train, etc.). 2
receive, or provide with, meals and usu.
lodging. 3 (usu. foll. by up) cover with
boards; seal or close. = go by the board
be neglected or discarded. on board
on or on to a ship, aircraft, oil rig, etc.
take on board consider, take notice of;
accept. [Old English]

boarder n. 1 person who boards, esp. at
a boarding-school. 2 person who boards
a ship, esp. an enemy.

board-game n. game played on a
board.

boarding-house n. unlicensed estab-
lishment providing board and lodging,
esp. to holiday-makers.

boarding-school n. school in which
pupils live in term-time.

boardroom n. room in which a board of
directors etc. meets regularly.

boast -v. 1 declare one’s virtues,
wealth, etc. with excessive pride. 2 own
or have with pride (hotel boasts a ball-
room). —n. 1 act of boasting. 2 thing one
is proud of. [Anglo-French]

boastful adj. given to boasting. ©
boastfully adv.

boat —n. 1 small vessel propelled on
water by an engine, oars, or sails. 2 any
ship. 3 long low jug for sauce etc. —=v. go
in a boat, esp. for pleasure. — in the
same boat having the same problems.
[Old English]

boater n. flat-topped straw hat with a
brim.




boat-hook

boat-hook n. long hooked pole for mov-
ing boats.

boat-house n. waterside shed for hous-
ing boats.

boating n. rowing or sailing as recre-
ation.

boatman n. person who hires out boats
or provides transport by boat.

boat people n.pl refugees travelling by
sea.

boatswain /'baus(a)n/ n. (also bosun,
bo’sun)ship’s officer in charge of equip-
ment and crew.

boat-train n. train scheduled to meet
or go on a boat.

bob' —v. (-bb-) 1 move quickly up and
down. 2 (usu. foll. by back, up) bounce or
emerge buoyantly or suddenly. 3 cut
(the hair)in a bob. 4 curtsy.-n. 1jerking
or bouncing movement, esp. upward. 2
hairstyle with the hair hanging evenly
above the shoulders. 3 weight on a
pendulum etc. 4 horse’s docked tail. §
curtsy. [imitative]

bob? n. (pl. same) hist. slang shilling
(now = 5 pence). [origin unknown]

bob® n. bob’s your uncle slang
expression of completion or success.
[pet form of Robert]

bobbin /'bobin/ n. spool or reel for
thread etc. [French]

bobble /'bob(a)l/ n. small woolly ball on
a hat etc. [diminutive of BoB']

bobby n. (pl. -ies) collog. police officer.
[Sir Robert Peel, 19th-c. statesman]

bob-sled n. US = BOB-SLEIGH.

bob-sleigh —n. mechanically-steered
and -braked racing sledge. —v. race in a
bob-sleigh.

bobtail n. 1 docked tail. 2 horse or dog
with this.

Boche /bof/ n. slang derog. German,
esp. a soldier. [French]

bod n. collog. person. [shortening of
BODY]

bode v. (-ding) be a sign of, portend.
= bode well (or ill) be a good (or bad)
sign. [Old English]

bodega /bau'diiga/ n. cellar or shop
selling wine. [Spanish]

bodge var. of BOTCH.

bodice /'bodis/ n. 1 part of a woman’s
dress above the waist. 2 woman’s vest-
like undergarment. [originally pair of
bodies)

bodily /'bodili/ —adj. of the body. —adv.
1 as a whole body (threw them bodily). 2
in the flesh, in person.

bodkin /'bodkin/ n. blunt thick needle
for drawing tape etc. through a hem.
[origin uncertain]

body /'bodi/ n. (pl. -ies) 1 whole physical
structure, including the bones, flesh,
and organs, of a person or an animal,

87

Bohemian

whether dead or alive. 2 = TRUNK 2. 3
main or central part; bulk or majority
(body of opinion). 4 a group regarded as
aunit. b (usu. foll. by of) collection (body
of facts). 5 quantity (body of water). 6
piece of matter (heavenly body). 7 collog.
person. 8 full or substantial quality of
flavour, tone, etc. 0 in a body all
together. [Old English]

body-blow n. severe setback.
body-building n. exercises to enlarge
and strengthen the muscles.
bodyguard n. person or group escort-
ing and protecting another.

body language n. communication
through gestures and poses.

body odour n. smell of the human
body, esp. when unpleasant.

body politic n. nation or State as a
corporate body.

body shop n. workshop where body-
work is repaired.

body stocking n. woman’s under-
garment covering the torso.

bodysuit n. close-fitting all-in-one gar-
ment for women, worn esp. for sport.

bodywork n. outer shell of a vehicle.

Boer /bo:(r)/ —=n. South African of Dutch
descent. —adj. of the Boers. [Dutch, =
farmer]

boffin /'dbofin/ n. collog. research scient-
ist. [origin unknown]

bog-n. 1a wet spongy ground. b stretch
of this. 2 slang lavatory. —v. (-gg-) (foll.
by down; usu. in passive) impede
(bogged down by snow). = boggy adj.
(-ier, -iest). [Irish or Gaelic bogach]

bogey! /'baugi/ n. (pl. -eys) Golf 1 score
of one stroke more than par at any hole.
2 (formerly) par. [perhaps from Bogey,
as an imaginary player]

bogey?/'baugi/ n. (also bogy) (pl. -eys or
-ies) 1 evil or mischievous spirit; devil. 2
awkward thing. 3 slang piece of dried
nasal mucus. [originally (Old) Bogey the
Devil]

bogeyman n. (also bogyman) frighten-
ing person etc.

boggle /'bog(a)l/ v. (-ling) collog. be
startled or baffled (esp. the mind bog-
gles). [probably dial. boggle BOGEY?]

bogie /'baugi/ n. wheeled undercarriage
below a locomotive etc. [origin
unknown]

bogus /'bauges/ adj. sham, spurious.
[origin unknown]

bogy var. of BOGEY%.

bogyman var. of BOGEYMAN.

Bohemian /bau'hi:mian/-n. 1 native of
Bohemia, a Czech. 2 (also bohemian)
socially unconventional person, esp. an
artist or writer.—adj. 1 of Bohemia or its
people. 2 (also bohemian) sccially



boil

unconventional. o bohemianism n.
[Bohemia, part of Czechoslovakia]

boil® —v. 1 a (of a liquid) start to bubble
up and turn into vapour on reaching a
certain temperature. b (of a vessel)
contain boiling liquid (kettle is boiling).
2 a bring to boiling-point. b cook in
boiling liquid. ¢ subject to boiling water,
e.g. to clean. 3 a move or seethe like
boiling water. b be very angry. —n. act
or process of boiling; boiling-point (on
the boil; bring to the boil). 0 boil down
1 reduce in volume by boiling. 2 reduce
to essentials. 3 (foll. by t0) amount to.
boil over 1 spill over in boiling. 2 lose
one’s temper. [Latin bullio to bubble]

boil?> n. inflamed pus-filled swelling
under the skin. [Old English]

boiler n. 1 apparatus for heating a hot-
water supply. 2 tank for heating water
or turning it to steam. 3 tub for boiling
laundry etc. 4 fowl etc. for boiling.

boiler-room n. room with a boiler and
other heating equipment, esp. in a base-
ment.

boiler suit n. protective outer garment
of trousers and jacket in one.

boiling adj. collog. very hot.

boiling-point n. 1 temperature at
which a liquid begins to boil. 2 great
excitement.

boisterous /boistares/ adj. 1 noisily
exuberant, rough. 2 (of the sea etc.)
stormy. [origin unknown]

bold /bauld/ adj. 1 confidently assertive;
adventurous, brave. 2impudent. 3 vivid
(bold colours). o make (or be) so bold
as to presume to; venture to. 0 boldly
adv. boldness n. [Old English]

bole n. trunk of a tree. [Old Norse]

bolero n. (pl. -s) 1 /be'learau/ Spanish
dance, or the music for it, in triple time.
2 /'bolarau/ woman'’s short open jacket.
[Spanish]

boll /baul/ n. round seed-vessel of cotton,
flax, etc. [Dutch]

bollard /'bola:d/ n. 1 short post in the
road, esp. on a traffic island. 2 short post
on a quay or ship for securing a rope.
[perhaps related to BOLE]

bollocking /'bolekiy/ n. (also ballock-
ing) coarse slang severe reprimand.

bollocks /'bolaks/ n. (also ballocks)
coarse slang 1 (usu. as int.) nonsense. 2
testicles. [Old English: related to BALL']

boloney /ba'levni/ n. (also baloney)
slang nonsense. [origin uncertain]

Bolshevik /'bolfovik/ —n. 1 hist. mem-
ber of the radical faction of the Russian
Social Democratic Party becoming the
Communist Party in 1918. 2 Russian
Communist. 3 any revolutionary social-
ist. —adj. 1 of the Bolsheviks. 2

bomber jacket

Communist. o Bolshevism n. Bol-
shevist n. [Russian, = member of the
majority]

Bolshie /'bolfi/ (also Bolshy) slang
—adj. (usu. bolshie) 1 uncooperative;
bad-tempered. 2 left-wing. —n. (pl. -ies)
Bolshevik. [abbreviation]

bolster /'baulsta(r)/—n. long cylindrical
pillow. —v. (usu. foll. by up) encourage,
support, prop up. [Old English]

bolt! /bault/ —n. 1 sliding bar and socket
used to fasten a door etc. 2 large metal
pin with a thread, usu. used with a nut,
to hold things together. 3 discharge of
lightning. 4 act of bolting. —v. 1 fasten
with a bolt. 2 (foll. by in, out) keep (a
person etc.) in or out by bolting a door. 3
fasten together with bolts. 4 a dash off
suddenly. b (of a horse) suddenly gallop
out of control. 5 gulp down (food)
unchewed. 6 (of a plant) run to seed.
—adv. (usu. in bolt upright) rigidly,
stiffly. O bolt from the blue complete
surprise. [Old English]

bolt? /bault/ v. (also boult) sift (flour
etc.). [French]

bolt-hole n. means of escape.

bomb /bom/ -n. 1 container filled with
explosive, incendiary material, etc.,
designed to explode and cause damage.
2 (prec. by the) the atomic or hydrogen
bomb. 3 slang large sum of money (cost
a bomb). —v. 1 attack with bombs; drop
bombs on. 2 (usu. foll. by along, off)
collog. go very quickly. o like a bomb
collog. 1 very successfully. 2 very fast.
[Greek bombos hum]

bombard /bom'ba:d/ v. 1 attack with
heavy guns or bombs etc. 2 (often foll. by
with) question or abuse persistently. 3
Physics direct a stream of high-speed
particles at. - bombardment n. [Latin:
related to BomMB]

bombardier /bomba'dia(r)/ n. 1 non-
commissioned officer in the artillery.
2 US crew member in an aircraft who
aims and releases bombs.

bombast /'bombaest/ n. pompous lan-
guage; hyperbole. © bombastic
/-'baestik/ adj. [earlier bombace cotton
wool]

Bombay duck /bom'ber/ n. dried fish
as a relish, esp. with curry. [corruption
of bombil, native name of fish]

bombazine /bombeziin/ n. twilled
worsted dress-material. [Greek bombux
silk]

bomber /boma(r)) n. 1 aircraft
equipped to drop bombs. 2 person using
bombs, esp. illegally.

bomber jacket n. jacket gathered at
the waist and cuffs.




bombshell

bombshell n. 1 overwhelming surprise
or disappointment. 2 artillery bomb. 3
slang very attractive woman.
bomb-site n. area where bombs have
caused destruction.

bona fide /boune 'faidi/ —adj. genuine;
sincere. —adv. genuinely; sincerely.
[Latin]

bonanza /ba'n@nza/ n. 1 source of
wealth or prosperity. 2 large output
(esp. of a mine). [Spanish, = fair
weather]

bon-bon n. sweet. [French bon good]

bond -n. 1 thing or force that unites or
(usu. in pl) restrains. 2 binding agree-
ment. 3 Commerce certificate issued by a
government or a company promising to
repay borrowed money at a fixed rate of
interest. 4 adhesiveness. 5 Law deed
binding a person to make payment to
another. 6 Chem. linkage between
atoms in a molecule. —v. 1 hold or tie
together. 2 connect or reinforce with a
bond. 3 place (goods) in bond. (1 in bond
stored by Customs until duty is paid.
[var. of BAND]

bondage n. 1 slavery. 2 subjection to
constraint etc. 3 sexual practices involv-
ing constraint. [Anglo-Latin: related to
BONDSMAN]

bonded adj. 1 stored in or for storing in
bond (bonded whisky, warehouse). 2 (of
a debt) secured by bonds.

bond paper n. high-quality writing-
paper.

bondsman n. serf, slave. [Old English
bonda husbandman)

bone —n. 1 any piece of hard tissue
making up the skeleton in vertebrates. 2
(in pl) a skeleton, esp. as remains. b
body. 3 material of bones or similar
material, e.g. ivory. 4 thing made of
bone. 5 (in pl.) essentials (the bones of
an agreement). 6 strip of stiffening in a
corset etc. —v. (-ning) 1 remove the
bones from. 2 stiffen with bone etc. O
bone up (often foll. by on) collog. study
intensively. have a bone to pick (usu.
foll. by with) have cause for dispute
(with a person). make no bones about
1 be frank about. 2 not hesitate or
scruple. . boneless adj. [Old English]

bone china rn. fine china made of clay
mixed with bone ash.

bone-dry adj. completely dry.

bone-idle adj. utterly idle.
bone-marrow n. = MARROW 2.
bone-meal n. crushed bones, esp. as a
fertilizer.

bone of contention n. source of dis-
pute. R
boneshaker n. decrepit or uncomfort-
able old vehicle.
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bonfire n. large open-air fire, esp. for
burning rubbish. [from BONE (because
bones were once used), FIRE]

bongo /'bongau/ n. (pl. -s or -es) either of
a pair of small drums usu. held between
the knees and played with the fingers.
[American Spanish]

bonhomie |bono'mi:/ n. good-natured
friendliness. [French]

bonk -v. 1 bang, bump. 2 coarse slang
have sexual intercourse (with). —n.
instance of bonking (bonk on the head).
[imitative] L

bonkers /‘bonkaz/ predic. adj. slang
crazy. [origin unknown]

bon mot |b3 'mav/ n. (pl. bons mots
/-mavz/) witty saying. [French]

bonnet /'bonit/ n. 1 a hat tied under the
chin, worn esp. by babies. b Scotsman’s
floppy beret. 2 hinged cover over a
vehicle’s engine. [French]

bonny /'boni/ adj. (-ier, -iest) esp. Scot.
& N.Engl. 1 a physically attractive. b
healthy-looking. 2 good, pleasant. [per-
haps from French bon good]

bonsai /'bonsai/ n. (pl. same) 1 dwarfed
tree or shrub. 2 art of growing these.
[Japanese]

bonus /'bavnas/ n. extra benefit or pay-
ment. [Latin, = good)

bon vivant |bj vi:'vda/ n. (pl. bon or
bons vivants pronunc. same) person
fond of good food and drink. [French]

bon voyage | b5 vwa:'ja:3/ int. expres-
sion of good wishes to a departing trav-
eller. [French]

bony /'bsuni/ adj. (-ier, -iest) 1 thin with
prominent bones. 2 having many bones.
3 of or like bone. 0 boniness 7.

boo —int. 1 expression of disapproval
etc. 2 sound intended to surprise. —n.
utterance of boo, esp. to a performer etc.
—v. (boos, booed) 1 utter boos. 2 jeer at
by booing. [imitative]

'boob! collog. —n. 1 silly mistake. 2 fool-

ish person. —v. make a silly mistake.
[shortening of BOOBY]
boob? n. slang woman'’s breast. [origin
uncertain]
booby n. (pl. -ies) stupid or childish
person. [Spanish bobo]
booby prize n. prize given for coming
last.
booby trap n. 1 practical joke in the
form of a trap. 2 disguised explosive
device triggered by the unknowing vic-

tim.

boodle /'bu:d(e)l/ n. slang money, esp.
gained or used dishonestly. [Dutch boe-
del possessions]

boogie /bu:gi/ v. (-ies, -ied, -ieing)
slang dance to pop music.



boogie-woogie

boogie-woogie / bu:gr'wu:gi/ n. style of
playing blues or jazz on the piano. [ori-
gin unknown]
book /buk/ —n. 1 a written or printed
work with pages bound along one side.
b work intended for publication. 2
bound blank sheets for notes, records,
etc. 3 bound set of tickets, stamps,
matches, etc. 4 (in pl.) set of records or
accounts. 5 main division of a large
literary work. 6 telephone directory. 7
collog. magazine. 8 libretto, script, etc. 9
record of bets. —v. 1 a (also absol.)
reserve (a seatetc.) inadvance. b engage
(an entertainer etc.). 2 a take the per-
sonal details of (an offender or rule-
breaker). b enter in a book or list. O
book in register at a hotel etc. book up
1 buy tickets in advance. 2 (as booked
up) with all places reserved. bring to
book call to account. go by the book
proceed by the rules. in a person’s
good (or bad) books in (or out of)
favour with a person. [Old English]
bookbinder n. person who binds books
for a living. © bookbinding n.
bookcase n. cabinet of shelves for
books.
book club n. society in which selected
books are available cheaply.
book end n. prop used to keep books
upright.
bookie /'buki/ n. collog. =
[abbreviation]
booking n. reservation or engagement.
booking-hall n. (also booking-office)
ticket office at a railway station etc.
bookish adj. 1 studious; fond of read-
ing. 2 having knowledge mainly from
books.
bookkeeper n. person who keeps ac-
counts, esp. for a living. o bookkeep-

BOOKMAKER.

ing n.

booklet /'buklit/ n. small book usu. with
a paper cover.

bookmaker n. professional taker of
bets. © bookmaking n.
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